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ROSE FULLER, Eſq; 


DEAR SIR, | 


"HEN you — in the cauſe of the e 

poor (a), you intimated to me that 1 muſt 
ſee. to the execution of the defign. I ſhould indeed think 
myſelf happy to follow your example, and relieve the 
diſtreſſed fo far as my power extends; and I appre- 
hend the af? of the legiſlature might be a means of 
ſupplying the want of the Foundling Hoſj ſpital, as to 
the good part of that inſtitution, without ee 
to any of the evils it created. 

With regard to the keeping a regiſter of the infant 
poot within the bills of mortality, though the ignorance 
or inadvertency of ſome pariſh officers ſhould not al- 
ways admit of its being done with accuracy, it afforded 
the pleafing hopes that much the greater part of thoſe 
officers might in a ſhort time be brought i into order, and 
reftore the * of humanity.— The common people 
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have underſtood the tendency of the deſign 0 well that 
they call it an act for keeping children alive. 

In all cures of the body, politic. or natural, it ü one 
great point gained to diſcover the true nature of the 
diſeaſe, and the cauſe whence it ariſes. Many of 
our com plaints are made from rumor, and many more 
from faſhion. Difficulties increaſe in proportion as 
cuſtom. prevails over reaſon; and whilſt Truth is diſ— 
guiſed by Fs, it becomes an arduous taſk to. find 
her out. 

The regiſter ſeems to point at the object vre we 
been ſeeking for theſe thirty years, but more particu- 


larly in 1756, when parliament opened the Foundling 


Hoſpital for an indiſcriminate reception of infants. If | 
we at length make ſuch clear and ample diſcoveries as 


may render that hoſpital inſtrumental to the relief of 
the friendleſs, on this ſpot, without encouraging any 
tyranny in parochial officers, or any neglect of mater- 
nal tenderneſs, the work will be accompliſhed. 

As to caſes wherein the mother is living and in 
health, if ſhe is relieved properly, and as the ſpirit of 
our laws directs, the child at her breaſt will be relieved 
alſo, in moſt caſes, beyond all * art and contrivance 
of the acuteſt politician. 
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I have hitherto contented myſelf to animes on 
the act in general (a), waiting to ſee the correction of 
faults which I could not control; and to praiſe where I 
could do it with truth and candor. I was determined 
to wait for a radical inveſtigation of my ſubject, hoes 
I carried my defign into full execution. | 

You will have the pleaſure: to ſee that many REM 
effects already attend the regiſter; tho it is alſo as true 
that parochial officers, in ſeveral pariſhes, are yet negli- 
gent, even to a crime, which in ſome. countries might 
be deemed capital, | = 
One of our moſt important inquictades, eſpecially in 
time of war, is that we want people, and yet many = 
are loft by the groſſeſt negligence in our police. Is 
there any danger of our having too many good 1050 
either in peace or war? 

Fortunately for this nation the poors rates, ſo fre- 
quently complained of, are the inſtruments of preſerving 
a vaſt number of ſubjects, particularly children, who are 
ſo much more valuable than the aged. | 

If humanity, or religion, or the true love of our 
country, e om the minds of men of ſenſe in 


auth ority, 


(a) Serious Conſiderations on the ſalutary Deſign of the Act of Parlia- 
ment for a regular uniform Regiſter of the Pariſh. Poor, 1762, wa by 
J. Rivington. 
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vi DE DICAT IO N. 
authority, no part of our poors rates will be miſapplied 
with regard to infant life, more than towards adults; 
or within the 4://s of mortality, more than in any other 
part of the kingdom. | 
I am well perſuaded, when ſome of theſe ſheets are - 


peruſed, the ſame patriotic zeal which inſpired you, 


and our compaſſionate and diſcerning friends, who 
adopted the ſalutary principles on which the regiſter is 
founded, will induce them alſo to defend the act, and 
prevent its violation. And fo long as I am able, I will 
take my ſhare in the glorious labors of humanity and 


public love! I am, with the higheſt efteem, 


DEAR SIR, 


Your moſt obedient, 


| humble Servant, 
Red-Lion-Square, | | 


May 10, 1766, 


JONAS HANWAY. 
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SECTION I. 
2 on the State of the u Pariſh Poor. 
— acknowiadgaly:thas » alk; pms! ofthe 


whole people of England are congregated within the bills 


of mortality ; and there is too great cauſe to believe, that 
r rg prooto of the ren of the ol nd i made 
in this ſpace. - 


2. The diſeaſe which — was indanileSings | 


medy was of ſuch a nature, that private donations,. in the me- 


ridian reputation of this inſtitution, could by no means be ade- ' 
quate to the cure; ſo that what was done previous to the adop- 


in the great view of things, as to become of very little value, 
not only from the trifling number relieved, but from the manner 
of chuſing them; and yet if the children moſt in danger of death 
had been taken in, it might not have anſwered the end of acquir- 

ing any reputation, as a a much ſmaller number nn have * * 


preſerved 


„ "Eh: . cities ad: to be vindirecd in 2 very dif- a 
erent light from all other parts of the kingdom: they are, with 
teſpect to the reſt, what the head is to the limbs; the calamities - 
which befall them, by the greater mortality of inhabitants, ne- 
eeſſarily affecting the 10bo/e. If the ſame proportion of mortality 


OOO * the very exiſtence of the nation __ ceaſe, 
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* 4. The poor s rates are of very ancient ſtanding, and might, 


by the true application, have anſwered all the ends in view ; 


but whether a ſuperſtitious reverence for cuftom, a fear of treſ- 
paſſing on the office of overſeers and churchwardens, or that 
ſo many infants annually were doomed to be offered up, is hard 
to ſay. The evil remained long after it was diſcovered, and 
exiſts in a great degree, to this day. 


5 If eur grandeur and opilence, as a natiofl, are wounded th a 


'vitel part by the mortality of the poorer inhabitants of th me- 


rrupalis, it muſt peceſſarily create fo much the greater drein from 


the touktry whence the general ſupply ariſes, and affect che pub- 


lie expence of lives. And as the productions of the earth ſtand 
firſt in rank, if we have not the firſt view to the keeping a 
ſufficient number of hands employed in agriculture, the whole 
will languiſh and decay. 

6. The idea of a Foundling Hospital is built en the fuppofition 
of its being a /ecure method of preſerving lives z and our warmeft 
adyocates for it reaſoned on this principle : but this is tak- 
ing for granted what experience contradicts. The method. 
which nature has appointed is fo much ſafer, as the experi- 
ence of all countries ptoves, that it is only an urgent neceſſity 
where pariſh-rates for the poor are unknown, as in lands of _ 
popery, that drives them into this expedient. 

7. We were not warranted to tax the whole for the local bene- 
Kt of a part, which naturally ſuperinduced an indiſcriminate 


reception, though at the fame time it implied, that a child 


might be brought 3 or 400 miles at the almoſt certain loſs 
F its life, unleſs the mother came with it, and then the ex- 
Innes Giada better employed in keeping it at 

2 home, 


63 1 


home Ire: en gend e en eee e ee 
of the beſt nurſes, which was impoſſible to be done. The 
event proved, that upon this plan, what was intended as à re- 
medy dme , n df foes was. araeta, 
in ſeveral inſtances, where it was meant to preſerve them 
1 As the caſe now Rands, I ſee no probability of extending | 
the Foundling Hoſpital ſo far as to reach the diſeaſe we com- 
plain of, but by the pariſb-ratet in thoſe pariſhes which do not 
preſerve their infant poor.—And if this is not done, I believe 
that a conſiderable portion of the infants of the poor, born in 
theſe cities, will be loſt, —Either the lawleſs commerce of the 
ſexes, the poverty occaſioned by vice, the indolence, ſickneſs, 
or want of work, which in the courſe of human life will happen 
among ſo vaſt a multitude as 7 or 800,000 inhabitants, will alſo 
_ create peculiar evils which muſt be provided for; and it proves 
but little, that the method of doing this is obvious, if the defect 
in the execution is egually apparent. 

9. What is Kid by the late ipgenjous and humane Dr. Hales of 


ſpirityoys liquors, may be applied to the conduct of ſme, pariſh | 


e within the bills of mortality : he ſays, Of all the 
< miſeries and plagues incident to human like, none are more 
< effetually deſtructive than this, not even thoſe three ſore 
 «« raged for ſome time ceaſe. But this evil bir? is an unre- 
* Jenting anergileſs every, tant threatens deſtruction from ge- 
«« neration to generation. 
The Doctor adds the followirlg note, «© The terrible deſtruc- 
tion of Ran lives appears from the following accounts : Br 
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141 
In the year 1680, the chriſtenings, within the bills of 

mortality, were no more than' 12747 
From which number in 1700 they aroſe to — 14639 
And more remarkably in the year 1712 (notwithftand- © 

ing Queen Anne's long war) they were advanced to 15660 
From that time they continually increaſed till the year 

1724, when they amounted to no leſs tan — 19370 
But from that year to this (1750) they have decreaſed to 14320 

So that the year 17 50 IPO. fewer ME than w. a 
year 1 700. | | i; 

The children likewiſe that are born, come into the world with 
ſuch bad conſtitutions, that being ſickly and feeble, they die in 
prodigious numbers under five years old. And many children; 
inſtead of being nouriſhed by wholſome food, are ſoon con- 
ſumed by the inflammatory fpirits which muſt MPA. de- 
ſtroy a fabric ſo very flight and tender.“ 

10. The ſame may be ſaid of pariſh workhouſes, * far as PE 
evil goes. To draw a parallel, one may with great truth aſſert, 
that many children born of poor idle or unfortunate parents, tho 

they ſhould have the beſt conſtitutions, yet die in great numbers 
under 5 years old; for tho' the humanity of the legiflature has 
been extended to them by a particular a& of parhament, requir- 
ing a regiſter and authentic account, how the officers proceed 
with them, yet ſome of theſe officers regard little more than 
the /orm, and this very imperfectly. Many children inſtead 
of being nouriſhed with care, by the foſtering hand or breaſt of 
a wholſome country nurſe, are thruſt into the impure air of a 
workhouſe, into the hands of ſome careleſs, worthleſs young 
female, or decrepid old woman, and inevitably loſt for want of 
- ſuch 


„ Tu 
ſuch means ag the God of nature, tbeir futher as well are 
has appointed for their preſervation - 

r1. It is hard to ſay, how many lives e loſt, 65 
how many they yet loſe annually, by the poverty, filth, and 
vice of parents, which no public inſtitutions in this land of free- 
dom can fave; and tho” we live on as fine à ſpot. as any the 
three kingdoms can boaſt of, yet by: being cloſely built, and 
many living in confined places, and many too much congregated,. 
Joined to the ſulphureous air created by ſo vaſt a number of coal 
fires, we muſt not be ſurprized, that fo. great a proportion 


as 20232 in 43101, or near 47, per cent. die under 2 years of =z 


age: this appears by an account now before me of 1756,. 1757, 
and 1758. At theſe times the Foundling Hoſpital was open. 
for an indiſcriminate reception ; conſequently the mortality there 
not being comprehended in the. bills -of * rendered 
thoſe bills ſo much the Iighter. 

12. The calamities of human life, and the cuſtoms of mankind, : 
keep a pretty equal pace, and accordingly we find, that 
There were chriſtened in 1764 — — 4 


Died under 2 years of age — — 28073 
Which is 493 per cent. 

Remains — — — 8301 

Died more between 2 and 5 years old — 1875 


Which on 16374, is Nan F295; 222 
per cent. _ 
Such is the mortality within the bills of mortality; 
but this is happily no rule to judge ee 
of theſe kingdoms. 
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In the ſame year 1764, were buried in all . 

Which are more than the chriftenings, by | -— 6856 

And more than the uſual computation of loſs, by 1000 

In 1756 we find — 14839 20872 6033 

19757 — — 14063 21313 7260 
1758 + "8 105 14209 | 17576 * 3367 

Which upon a medium is —— — 5553 
This happened during the Poundling Hoſpital being 

open, and during the abſence of great numbers of 

people in war. Some years are peculiarly healthy, and 

in ſome the ſmall-pox ſweeps off greater numbers, ſo 

that a confiderable part of the great diminution of the 

decreaſe in 1758, may be owing to the laſt cauſe, 

viz. | 5 I 53-33 ff | 5 

In 1756 died of the ſmall-pox 


1757 — — — 32 9e 
—— — | 


I do not mean to parſe the clue of the general mortality 


any further: the greater it is, the more we ftand in need of 


vigilance to preſerve that pare of the 8 Who. are _ 
Friendleſs and forſaken. * 

13. With regard to the puriſb infant poor, it Hitt Wa 
pected, chat the beſt regulated pariſhes will prelerve a greater 
proportion than 47 per cent. which is the general account, But 
the poor, who are our 2 object, nen a much more 
Py proportion. 
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14. Let us do juſtice where we can, end particulatly 49 p 
Moers who do their duty; and take the power out of the hands. 
of thoſs who neglect it, by the utmoſt exertion of legal autho+ 
rity. Let the ſubject be ever ſo poor, humanity and religion do 
not therefore change their nature; the legillative authority re- 
mains the fame ; and we ought no more to ſuffer a child to die 
for want of the common neceſſaries of life, tho' he is born to 1g 
bor, chan one who is the heir 10 a dukedom.. The ertinczion 
of thoſe who labor, would be more fatal to the community than 
if the number of the higheſt ranks of the people were reduced. 

15. Thoſe who are idle, and not employed in ſomething good, 
are a burthen ; and thoſe who are wicked, a bane to ſociety, what- . 
ever their condition be: and the more irreligious the more un- 
governable.— In the mean time it ſeems as if the richer ws 
grow, be our riches real or a great part imaginary, the more 


profligate the poor become z and that where luxury and expencs ; 


moſt abound, there the poor ſooneſt loſe that ſimplicity of man- 
ners and fear of God, which the rich ſeem to be but ill inclined 
to teach, unleſs they are under circumſtances of affidtion. 9 - 

With regard to the ſobriety of the poor, the preſervation of 
life, r et One 
wickedneſs is often the cauſe of their mortality. 

16. Amidſt our various follies and. iniquities, we ſtill aſpire at 
the characteriſtic of humane; tho' it is evident, in certain in- 
ſtances, there is not a nation upon earth, which acts more 
ſavagely than ourſelves. Thoſe who can bellow out for liberty 
and property, and raiſe a tumult in a good cauſe, or a bad one, 
will be heard; but what can the infant do? the child not ar- 
zived to his reaſon, who hath no parent, or none but ſuch as ar 
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| 1 EE. very hoot; Friendleſs or wicked; if the arm of humanity is not 7 
WW - extended for the ſupport of fuch in their infant Rate, they muſt ? 
=. find a cruel grave, almoſt as ſoon as they have ſeen the light. N 
1 *© 17. As far as I can trace out the evil, there has been ſuch de- 5 
5 voaſtation within the bills of mortality, for half a century paſt, j 
ji 8 that at a moderate computation 1000 or 1200 children have 5 
| a | annually periſhed, under the direction of pariſh officers, I ſay : 
1 | under their direction, not that they ordered them to be killed; f 
28 but that they did not order ſuch means to be uſed, as are ne- $ 
| ceſſary to keep them. alfve. How will this ſtand recorded in F 
| our annals ! | J 
it | | 18. Never ſhall I forget the evidence given at Guild-Hall, upon 7 
i | occaſion of a maſter of a workhouſe of a large pariſh, who ; 
130 | was. challenged for forcing a child from the breaſt of the 
| | | | mother, and ſending it to the Foundling Hoſpital. * He alledged 


= | this in his defence, ** We ſend all our children to the Foundling 
Wo | «© Hoſpital; we have not ſaved one alive for ſaurteen years. We 
1 « have no place fit to . them in; the air is too con- 5 
| « fined.” “. | 10 k 

When I witneſſed to the appearance of the woman at the 

hoſpital, and reported that the child was dead, of which the 


111 mother had not been acquainted, ſhe ſhricked, and fell down as 
7M dead, exhibiting to the court a ſcene of maternal tenderneſs, 
i | 5 which at once ſhocked and delighted the ſpectators. 
I 3 2h It is to be obſerved that the hoſpital had not then been open 


much above 7wo years of the fourteen, and notwithſtanding 
the large ſums then raiſed on the poor's rates, no proviſion was 
made by pariſhes for ſending a ſingle infant into the country to 
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19. Of the ſame nature was another pariſh, ſome years be- 
fore the Foundling Hoſpital was opened, wherein it appeared, 


that of 54 children born, and taken into their workhouſe, not 


one out-lived the year in which it was born or taken in. This 
ſcemed to be ſo incredible, that I went to the workhouſe to en- 
quire into the fact, and found it true. The workhouſe was 
airy and well fituated ; but fuch was their nurſing ! . 

The opening the hoſpital for an indiſcrimate reception, afford- 
ed great relief to many ſuch poor infants, but unhappily, as is 
well known, ſo many others were brought from the country. 
which ought not to have been brought, a great havoc of life 
was made, where there was very little or no miſchief done before. 
Children were brought from places where they died at 13 and 
„ ene 
or 70. 

0. N u may be eres extind ode palicy ir Mig 
to every individual in diſtreſs, even within the bills of mortality, 
yet when we come to a whole "pariſh, and' ſee a public regiſter 


appointed by {egyſlative authority, wherein it appears that paro- 


chial authority hath ſuperſeded the kgyflatroe, by a groſs. ne- 
gle of the ſpirit of the aw, inſomuch that many infants have 
died under circumſtances, but a ſmall remove from vialence; if 
we do not nicely inſpect into ſuch a calamity, how can we aſk of 
ears GR IN COT 
ſelves? __ | 
This is the light in which I ſee the adden before us, and 1 | 
hope that when others examine into it, ſuch meaſures will be 
purſued, be it only for five or fix pariſhes, or an hundred, as the 
exigency of the caſe ſhall require, n 
9 

8 "SECT. 


100 


SECT. II. 


Heads of the Ad for the keeping regular, uniform, ond annual 
Regiſters, of all Pariſh Poor Infants . a certain Age, within 
the Bills of Mortality. 


Is a& begins with a plain, ſimple preamble. To 
have recited all that had paſt, would have required a 
volume, or made as doleful a tale, as Ho/ier's: imured ghoſt. It 
fays only. Whereas the keeping regular, uniform, and annual 
regiſters of all pariſh poor infants under four years of age, within 
the bills of mortality, may be a means of preſerving the lives 
of ſuch infants. 

1. That the churchwardens and overſcers of the poor of every 
pariſh within the bills of mortality, or fome one or more of 
them, ſhall, on or before the firſt day of July, in the preſent 
year 1762, provide, or cauſe to be provided, at the expence of 
their reſpective pariſh, one book of royal paper; and the book 
belonging to ſuch reſpective pariſh wherein there & or ſhall be 
any work Baue, hoſpital, or other houſe or place provided for the 
maintenance of the poor, ſhall in every page be ruled with di- 
ſtint columns, and the title of each column ſhall be wrote or 
printed in fuch page, agreeable to the ſchedule hereunto annex- 

* marked (A). 


And the book belonging to each reſpective pariſh wherein 
1 is not, nor ſhall be, any ſuch workhouſe, hoſpital houſe, 
or place, ſhall in every page be ruled with diſtin columns, and 
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the title of each column ſhall be wrote or pfinted in ſuch page, 
agrecable to the ſchedule hereunto annexed, marked (B). | 

3. That the ſaid churchwardens and overſeers of the poor, or 
ſome one or more of them, ſhall enter, or cauſe tobe entered, in 
the book belonging to their reſpective pariſh, and provided in 
purſuance of this act, all the infants. under the age of faur years, 
which, on the (aid firſt day of July, ſhall be in the workhouſe 
or workhouſes, hoſpital or hoſpitals, or other houſe or houſes, 
place or places, provided for the maintenance of the poor. of 
each pariſh reſpectively, or under the care of the ſad church- 
wardens or overſcers of the poor, with the times when they 
were received, their names, age, and whatever deſcription re- 
lates to them, as far as can be traced, bong porn to the 
ſchedules annexed. 

4. That from and after the ſaid firſt day of July, all infants 
under the age of four years, who ſhall be brought to any work- 
houſe, or hoſpital houſe, or place provided for the maintenance 
of the poor, or he under the care of the ſaid churchwardens or 
overſeers of the poor; in their reſpectiye pariſhes, or any of 
them, ſhall be, by the aid churchwardens or overſeers of the 
poor, or ſome one or more of them, or by the direction or com- 
mand of ſome one or more of them, entered regularly i in the 
book aforeſaid, with the times of their admittance, and all Cir- 
cumſtances relating ta them, agreeable to the titles 2 heads 
of the columns in the ſaid ſchedules mentioned and ſet forth. 

5. That the firſt annual regiſter hereby intended and directed 
to be kept, ſhall commence on the ſaid firſt day of July, and 
ſhall end on the thirty firſt day of December enſuing z and, after 
that time, the Jaid annual regiſter ſhall commence the firſt day 
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o January, Ad end the thirty firſt day. of December fol- 
n. 

6. That after the ent of each year, the names of all the 
infants under four years of age, then living and regiſtered in the 
faid annual regiſters, and not diſcharged from being under the care 
of the churchwardens or overſeers of the poor, fhall be tranſ- 
ferred to the regiſters for the year enſuing, under their proper 
dates of reception, and under the deſcription in which they 
ſtand in the preceding regiſters, previous to any further entry; 
fo that each annual regiſter ſhall contain a full and diſtinft regiſter 
of the whole number of infants under the age abovementioned, under 
the care of the pariſh that at time, as well as the children re- 


ceived under the ſaid age, in the current year, without being inter- 


mixed or blended with the deaths or diſcharges of N in 88 


preceding years. 


7. That the faid annual pitti, and every of them, ſhall be 
figned within thirty days after the expiration of each reſpective 
year, by the veſtry, or any five of them, and by the church- 
wardens, overſeers, veſtry clerk, and maſter of the workhouſe, 
for the time being; and where there is no veſtry or veſtry clerk, 


by the churchwardens, overſeers, and maſter of the workhouſe; 


and where there is no maſter of the workhouſe, by the church- 


wardens and overſcers of the poor. 


8. That in caſe any infant is received into the workhouſe, or 
under the care of the ſaid churchwardens or n of the 
poor, before the ſaid infant is baptized, or known to be bap- 
t.zed, due care ſhall be taken to baptize the ſame within four- 
teen days after the reception of ſuch infant, ſo that the chriſtian 
and the true ſurname, if known, and, if not known, a ſurname 

E to 


1 ] | 

to be given by the churchiwardens and overſcers of the poor, or 
any one of them, be regularly entered in the ſaid book ; and 
the name and ſurname of ſuch infant ſhall alſo be regiſtered in 
the pariſh-regiſter of ſuch parith : and in cafe of a difficulty of 
diſtinguiſhing children, ſome proper mark hall be" affixed to 
the child's cloaths, or hung round his or her neck. | 

9. That nothing herein contained ſhall extend, or be con- 
ſtrued to extend, to ſuch children whoſe parents receive money 
from the pariſh in aid of the maintenance and ſupport of ſuck 
children, they not being in the workhouſe or other pariſh 
houſe; | . 1 

10. That a copy of the faid' regiſter wrote up, from time 
to time, ſhall, every month, be laid hy the veſtry clerk, or o- 
ther perſon appointed. for that ' purpoſe, before the reſpective 
veſtries, or other parochiaf meetings aſſembled in veſtry, that 
the ſame may be reviſed' by them. 
. That the HIS bey of th bene Gali egg hs 
end of the year, ſhall be depoſited in the veſtry-room, or other 
place of parochiaP meetings, to remain tliere for the uſe of the 
veſtry-men, or other parochial meetings. 

12. That the original regiſter- book ſhall remain and be care- 
fully preſerved and kept with the reſf of te pariſl -books in the 
hands of the pariſh-officers for the* time being. : | 

13. That all the reſpective pariffies within the bills of mortali- 

ty by the hand of their veſfry-clerk, or, where there is no veſtry- 
clerk, by the hands of the churchwardens, or ont of them, 
| hall, on or before the f/teenth day of February in every year, 
deliver fair copies of their reſpective regiſters of children under 
the age of four years, ſigned in manner hereby directed; into 

. 5 | the 


1 
the hands of the clerk of che maſter, wardens, and court of aſ- 
ſiſtants of the company of pariſh-clerks, or ſuch perſon as the ſaid 
- maſter, wardens, and court of afliſtants of the ſaid company, ſhall 
appoint, he returning a receipt for the ſame ſigned by himſelf, | 
14. That the faid clerk, or other perſon appointed by the 
faid maſter, wardens, and court of aſſiſtants of the ſaid company, 
ſhall receive the ſaid copies of regiſters, and cauſe the ſame to 
be bound in a book, collecting and ranging Rao the regiſters 
of the 

97. pariſhes within the walls of the city of Londan, 

17 pariſhes without the walls of the city of London, 

23 pariſhes in Middleſex and Surry, | 

10 pariſhes in the city and liberty of Weſtminſter, | 
in alphabetical order; and in this order he ſhall, on or before 
the 25th day of March in every year, make out, or cauſe to 
be made out, one general abſtract of the ſame. 
_ 15. That the faid regiſters of the reſpective pariſhes, together 
with the ſaid general abſtract, being bound in a book together, 
ſhall remain depoſited in the hands and cuſtody of the ſaid 
maſter, wardens, and court of aſſiſtants of the ſaid company of 
pariſh-clerks. 
166. That the faid clerk, or other — ** by the 
ſaid maſter, wardens, and court of afliſtants of the ſaid compa- 
ny of pariſh clerks, ſhall print, or cauſe to be printed, the faid 
general abſtract, and deliver fix copies thereof to Every veſtry- 


clerk, or to one of the churchwardens, of all the reſpective pa- * 


tiſhes within the bills of mortality, for the uſe of the pariſhioneas 
and pariſh officers. 

17. That for and in conſideration 131 trouble 

of receiving the ſaid copies of regiſters, making an exact abſtract 

thereof, 
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When delivered from] Nurſe's Name to whon 
the Workhouſe to the delivered to be nurſed. 
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2 aw D 1 the Father, Mother, 
erſon by | If Removed or Paſſed, If the Nur gie. Place > | Bounty | If died | or other Perſon. 
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= 
thereof, binding the regiſters and abſtracts in a book to remain 
as a depoſitary of the ſame, printing the general abſtract, diſtri- 
| buting the copies thereof, with other contingent expences relat- 
ing to the ſame, each paxiſh ſhall, by the hands of the veſtry- 
clerk or churchwarden, pay into the hands of the clerk or o- 
ther perſon appointed by the faid maſter, wardens, and cqurt 


of aſſiſtants of the ſaid company of pariſh clerks, the ſum of 


ffteen ſhillings at the time the ſaid copies of regiſters are de- 
Evered to him, he paſſing a receipt for the ſame. 


18. That if any churehwarden, overſeer of the poor, yeſtry- 


man, clerk of the veſtry, maſter of the workhouſe, maſter or 
warden of ſuch company of pariſh-clerks, or any clerk of ſuch 
company, or any other perſon or perſons, ſhall neglect his duty 
as directed in and by this act, ſuch churchwarden, overſeer of 
the poor, clerk of the veſtry, or maſter of the workhouſe, 
maſter or warden of ſuch company of pariſh-clerks, or ſuch 
clerk of ſuch company, perſon or perſons, - ſhall, for every of- 
fence, forfeit and pay to the informer the ſum of forty /eullings ; 
to be recovered before any one of his Majeſty's juſtices of the 
peace, and to be levied by diſtreſs and ſale of the goods and 
chattels of the offender, by virtue of a warrant under the hand 
and ſeal of ſuch juſtice before whom the ſame ſhall be cecovered, 
directed to bs, conſtable or other peace officer, | 
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8E OT. ll. 
Reuank= on the ACT. 


SHAL L not forget Sk this Act was coliciting, that a 
1 of great note objected to it, as a thing unneceſſary, 
preſuming the duty was already done; and that either there 
were no ſuch evils exiſting as the act ſuppoſed, or that it could 
not be a means to remedy them. As to the paſt, I had 
already examined all the regiſters, ſuch as they were, for ten 
| years; and could not miſtake as to the great point of neglect.— 
And as to what was fo come, time only could demonſtrate. 
2. The ample ſilent inſtruction which theſe regiſters contain, 
might well give occaſion to the common people to call the act, An 
A for keeping Children alive: and it gave occaſion in ſome pa- 
riſhes, to demand a higher price than formerly, with baſtard 
children, tho' in fat nothing which can be Womens, de- 
manded, can be adequate to their ſupport. h 
3. As the principal objects are the children under 12 4 months 
old, the Abftraf ſhould be rendered more particular in this 
point, and is ſo far improvable, viz. at (a) may be inſerted, Of _ 
whom were under. 12- months old ; and at (5) Of whom were under 3 
12 months old, ; 
4. By ſuch pariſh-regiſters, as are kept with exactneſs, 


any child may be eafily traced out. And if they are not fo 
kept, I underſtand that every officer in the pariſh mentioned in 
the act, is ſubject to the penalty directed by the law, for every 


18. By 


offence, which would amount to a conſiderable ſum. 


1 ©] 
* the article 18, the penalties eleatly extend to ehurch- 
wardens, overſeers, veſtrymen, clerks of veſtries, and qaiſters 
of workhouſes 5 and as the miniſter generally makes one of 
the veſtry, it behoves him more particularly to ſee that juſtice 
be done to theſe poor infants, It was preſumed, that the hu- 


| manity of the clergy would induee chetm to lend a tender eye, 


and ſee what is paſſing, that there may not be any departure 
from the clear ſenſe and commandment of the act, as well- 
knowing that the cries of ſuch poor infants cannot eaſily reach 
the lofty dames or palaces of Lords or Gentlemen, either in their 
private or legiſlative capacities. They muſt be informed, before 
they can redreſs; nor ought we to Fa ace but à de- 
cent regard to humanity. 2 © 

The 6th article provides that each regiſter - hal contain 4 fall 4 
and PROTEIN Wor mw of addon ro 
old, 

It ought therefore. to be 4 expreſſed as a tithe at the 
head of each diviſion in the regiſter, though the fame ſheet 
ſhould contain the whole, viz. bilden transferred from the year 

to the year © , expreſſing. the date, ſo that each 
regiſter contain at leaſt four Since, of years ; and the abſtra# 
made by the company of pariſh-clerks, to correſpond with thoſe 
diſtinctions, otherwiſe it is laborious to trace out the real ſtate 
of things. This may create ſome additional trouble to the pa- 
ee ages for which ws are paid, nan 
pariſhes. 

Some of the . now mention che years in the column, 
with a needleſs repetition of them. The title abore-mention- 
ed would anſwer the purpoſe more diſtinctiy. | 


D Some 


' 
| 
1 
ö 
! 
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In the 10 Pariſhes in Weſtminſter - + = 84 |67 


1 
Some of the regiſters make no diſtinction of one year's receipt 
from another, and conſequently the children appear to be all of 
the ſame year; and as if no transfer had been made. de 


2. In the general view of things, I now conſider the abſtract 
of 1765 as of ſo many children received in that year, making 


however ſuch diſtinctions as hereafter mentioned. 


Upon the face of the abſtract of 1764, there appears to have 


been living, transferrable to 1765, 


Na the Work- | In the 
houſe and Pa- }Coun- 
riſh Houſes, 7 


_ be hatchet i =o ns 


I 

St. George's Hanover-ſquare - - - +» | 26 14 | 

St. James's Weſtminſter = - - - - = 1289 9 

St. John and St. Margaret's - - - = = 26 8 

St. Martin's in the Fields - |} 6 8 |] 
St. Clements I 3 

St. Mary's le Strand - = =. - - » = I 

St. Paul's Covent Garden 0 2 
The Precin& of the Savoy - - += = 0 o | 


97 Dittos within the Walls 58 6 
17. Dittos without the Walls - - - | 119 | 1 

23 Dittos in Middleſex and Surry - J 242 3 
7 


In all 503 [7 


4 


So that theſe 504 and 77, in the ſeveral regiſters of 1765, 
ought to ſtand quite diſtinct as ſo many transferred from 1762, 
ſo many from 1763, ſo many from 1764 : whereas there doth 
not appear diſtinguiſhed, by any date of year, near this num- 
ber; conſequently it becomes neceſſary to trace the children 


* by name, to ſee if the identical ones are transferred, or dropt 


In 


19 J 
in the gulph of oblivion. This ought by no means to be the 
taſk of the enquirer. However, if all things were fair, and as 
they ſhould be, in the great point of mortality, we might wink 
at ſome little inaccuracies. | 

3. Next year I hope we ſhall be bane able to trace every 
one from the birth or reception, to a joyful ſcene of health and 
vigor in the pure air of ſome country village. In the mean 
time, I hope the veſtry clerks and others will do themſelves the 
juſtice to conform to the plain ſenſe and meaning of the act, 
in the circumſtance above mentioned. | 

4. If it is really neceſſary for any of the a of this 
year 1766, to raiſe their pariſh rates, as being otherwiſe inca- 
pable to provide country air, -or other neceſſary things for the 
preſervation of theſe poor babes, it is their duty, in the I of 
God and man, to do it. 

5. Thoſe officers who think only of ſhroudt and graves, are ene- 
mies to their country, and may plainly perceive themſelyes to be 
in ſome danger, The indulgence ſhewn on this principle, that 
the office is troubleſome, and without pay, will not be extended. 
to ſcreen them from the penalties of the law, for the non-ob- 
ſervance of the form of the act preſcribed ; much leſs any ſcan- 
dalous neglect of the ſubſlantial end and deſign of it. Every 
good man in pariſh office will oppoſe ſuch neglect. 

6. Taking the regiſters and abſtract ſimply on the face of them, 
even upon a comparative view of the common #:/s of mortality; 

and alſo of the mortality of the Found/ing Hoſpital, when it was 
open, it diſcovers a vaſt field for enquiry, and warms the _— 
with the tendereſt impulſe of Fame 
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7. The gth article excludes fuch children, whoſe parents reteive 
money from the pariſh, in aid of the maintenance aud fupport of 
Juch children, as are affifted out of the workhouſe or pariſh houſe. 
How many of ſuch may notwithſtanding, be included, when 
the mother is nurſe, and ſent out of the houſe, I know not. 
If a mother has lain-in, in a workhouſe, or being in diſtrefs 
brings her child thither, and then takes it away again, and ſome 
13 weekly allowance is given her; in this caſe, I apprehend, there 

a is ſo far from any violation of the act, that it is agreeable to the 


deſign of it, as well as correſpondent with the good policy and 
humanity of the pariſh officer. 


It is to be preſumed, that many pariſh officers are excited to 
ſuch acts of humanity, to avoid the i of children's lives, 
eſpecially thoſe whoſe eyes are opened to behold, that poor-bouſes, 
or workhouſes, are in general faughter-houſes to infants. The 

| fact is, many ſuch officers now prefer the giving aſſiſtance to 
| 1 mothers at their own homes, when in. diſtreſs : if this method 
ſubjects the officer in ſome caſes to be impoſed on, yet of the 
two evils it is by far the leaſt.—It was thought, if it had been 
inſerted in the act, to be included in the regiſter, as if the infant 
were in the hands of the officer inſtead of the mother's, the pariſh 
might have appeared to fave lives, which they had no other 
concern in, than by the aſſiſtance given the parent. I now 
think ſuch aſſiſtance ought to be mentioned at the foot of the 
regiſters, that good pariſh officers may appear in the amiable 
light they are fo juſtly entitled to; and receive the thanks of 


| their fellow citizens, for the humane and honorable W 
| of ſo eſſential a duty. 


In 
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8. In the mean time, ſome officers imagined the deſign of the 
act was only to ſee what money was paid with baſtard children. 
This might make one laugh ; but alas! it was natural for 
thoſe who were conſcious of a groſs abuſe in this article, to 
entertain ſuch a ſuſpicion. © The wicked fly when no man 
« purſueth.” | | *. ; | 

9. With regard to the contempt which ſome affe& to ſhew to 
the act, it was preſumed that it would meet this fate, tho the 
the conditions of it are as gentle and perſwafive, as its bent and 
deſign are humane, To have attempted much in the com- 
pulſive ſtrain, might have been unfair, after ſo many ages of 
relaxation of diſcipline ; but the time is come for a retroſpec- 
tion, at leaſt for a year or two. Some of the principal regiſters, 
F am perſwaded are exact, but it may. be neceſſary that they 
be hereafter atteſted upon oath to the beſt of the knowledge 
and belief of thoſe who ſign to them. 
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Obſervations on the Regiſter, and Abſtraf of the Regiſter of the 
Infant Poor, with ſome comparative views with the Foundling 
Hoſpital. ' 


H abstract of the regiſter of 1765, ſtands thus: 


Born in workhouſes and pariſh houſes = <« 463 
Received under 3 months olli 170 


12 month = - - = _ 362 


SS <> - „„ < 921 
r „b -. a 
ER - (v 264 
h - 0 


1795 
Of whom were — 
Foundlingg <- - < = = 115 


Illegitimalne - = 632 
JJ ˙ „ 228 
Legitimate [820 


580 (as mentioned page 18.) being found to be living at the 
end of 1764, the real birth and receipt in 1765, is but 1215. 
8 5 | But 


1 
But in general, I will conſider the whole 179 5 as of the year 
176 5 the ages being diſtinguiſhed, it will make no material 
difference. L | | 
I. I remark how ſhort the full number of 995 under 12 
months old is of 4000 received in one year by the F. H. 
which I apprehend ſhould have been confined to the relief of 
ſuch children as theſe, and in fa& took-in none above 12 months 
old. | LD 
2. The notion which prevailed, that only iHegitimate children 
were brought to that hoſpital, was erroneous. By this ac- 
count, out of 1795 the number of 820 are legitimate, and 228 
caſual, of which laſt a great part may alſo be legitimate. 
3. If 632 Wegitimate, and 115 Foundling children, conſtitute: 
a number ſufficient whereon- to eſtabliſh a F. H. ſuppoſing a 
neceſſity of performing a duty which ſome pariſhes are ſo de- 
ficient in, the diſtinction is obvious; they ſhould be brought from 
ſuch pariſhes, ſo unable to preſerve them. For tho in ſome caſes, 
amours may be beſt concealed, by a fecret reception of infants ; 
yet if ſuch ſecrecy opens a door for numerous abuſes, every 
one muſt look to his own affairs. We ſhould then know 
what we were about. | 
4. If a F. H. were eſtabliſhed for ſuch Foundlings, what good 
would it anſwer, that may not be done as well openly ? Tho' there 
will be always ſome parents who chuſe to give up their children 
for ever, others. ſhould not be therefore tempted by cuſtom to 
give up 7heirs. The difficulty that ariſes upon this, is, Can the 
| pariſh officers be induced to do their duty ? If they can, is it not 
beſt they ſhould ? In caſes wherein they cannot do it, ſuch hu- 
mane gentlemen as the managing governors of the F. H. may do 
it 
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it for them. On the other hand, the ſame good diſpotion may 
lead Lords and Gentlemen to take care of their own pariſhes, 
upon the foundation of the old laws, or ſome new one, .us in the 


caſe of the beſt conducted parifhes, where the firſt people in the 
land intereſt themſelves. And may not a reaſonable degree of 
zeal in a few perſons in each pariſh, accompliſh all that can be 
expected, appealing to parliament for relief, where numbers 


afie&t to dictate, if they commit any capital faults? No one 


body, corporate or not, can take proper care of all the infants 
in a kingdom: the idea is fantaſtic, and | II proves the 


abſurdity of it. 


. It is very obvious that a great part of this kind of parids 
poor infants, as are now in queſtion, were ſaved by the F. H. in 
1756 to 1760: but becauſe a defign is good in the degree, thalk 
we to run into the extreme, and make it evil? 

I hope that vigorous efforts will be made to put this matter on 
its true foundation; and that we ſhall not wait ti 
of children is run off, but that the Governors of i 


will offer their 


ſervice, in the moſt public manner, to relieve ſuch pariſhes as 
are in real preſent diſtreſs, be EIT ge This wilt 


give them credit with Parliament. 

7. From the*number of foundlings 1 115 (comprehend- 
ing the remains of 1762, 1763, and 1764, though included in 
1765) I conclude it is much leſs difficult to the human heart, and 
the dictates of /e//-pre/ervation, to drop a child than to it. I 


conceive, that when murders are committed, it is to con- 


ceal ſhame, and practiſed at the firſt moments of delivery, not 
. when the world knows of it. Therefore the good 
2 Which 


W 


| 1 
which ſome ſo vehementiy aſcribed to the F, H. in this view, 
did not appear to me, granting its merit in many other 


reſpects. 


141 were ſent into the country to be nurſed; of theſe were 
Under 12 months old * * a == 74 
„% / So Yo ons” 
which is per Cent. - 923 

8 From 12 months to 4 years old ES 
Of theſe died 
which, on 144, is per Cent. 3.6 - — 

9. This 48 per cent. is nearly the fame. number as were 

buried by the F. H. 

10. Theſe children, it is pteſumed, were born on the ſpot ; 


many of the Foundlings were unn W pan 
diſtance. 


3 8 - 17 


11. Theſs from. theis kd nk have ha 


children of health, than thoſe who. were brought from the 
country to the F. H. And if ſuch had not been brought, the 
mortality would probably have been 3o in 100 leſs, i. 4 18 
per cent. inſtead of 48. | 


12+ It maſt be obſerved alſo that what 3 1 
the country is within five miles of London; and that of 141 ſo 
ſeats there are in this ſituation 120. It is probable a great im- 


provement will be made in this article. Some of the moſt con- 
ſiderable pariſhes now ſend children into more diſtant places. 
13. It is remarkable that a much greater proportion died of 


the children ſent out to nurſe, within this ſmall diſtance, by the 


F. H, than of ſuch as they ſent into diſtant places, i. e. more 


- 8. As to the mortality of 17655 upon a comparative view, 
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in proportion than the difference of ng" or wang children 


' amounted to. 


14. We may alſo obſerve that the F. H. had N the 
advantage of the pariſhes with regard to inſpectors of nurſes; but 
this alſo eaſily admits of improvement. 

1 5. Some of theſe pariſhes meaning to preſerve their children, 
pay as far as 38. a week for the nurſing, I ſuppoſe clothing 
included. The F. H. dropt their price in June 1756, from 3s. 
to 28. 6d. clothing excluded, but adding to the nurſe, whoſe 
foundling was alive 12 months after ſhe received it, 10s. 

16. The pariſhes find it difficult to | get good and honeſt 
women as nurſes for their hundreds at 38. could it be expected 
the F. H. ſhould find good ones for 4000 infants, year upon year, 
for any price, unleſs they were dry Nurſes ? 

17. The pariſhes want nurſes for 12 or 1400; the F. H. 
required nurſes annually for four thouſand new children. Was 
this poſſible to be accompliſhed by proper wet nurſes, at a time 

when all the nobility and gentry, and almoſt all people in England 
who have money to _ give up their children to be nurſed 
for hire ? 

18. Notwithſtanding the fine airy ſituation of the F. H. in 
London, there was no ſafety even for 50 or 60 infants congre- 
gated only for a few days. Till they were fent forward into the 
country they were always in the utmoſt danger. How can any 


pariſh-officer imagine he can preſerve infants in a work-houſe 
for a courſe of years & 
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Particular Inveſtigation the Regiſters, and Abſtraft of Regiſters 

of the Infant Pariſh Poor in 1764 and 1765. 5 

LAY it down as a general poſition, that the greateſt | good 

fortune which can happen to a pariſh infant, falling into 

the hands of a workhouſe-keeper, is to be kept in it no lon- 

ger than the F. H. kept them here! in London, [2 e. as a. tranſit 
into the country. 

2. If the mother is there with her child, the ſhould for the 
fake of it, remain no longer than to be able to walk, if not to 
work, otherwiſe the workhouſe that ſometimes Saves, will in 
moſt caſes deſtroy. * : 

3- Some few workhouſes are airy and tentilated; but i in ge- 
neral the air is continually tainted. By congregating of infants 
they poiſon each other; and they periſh by this means, as well 

as for want of the breaſt and proper nutriment. | 

4. From the ſpecimen of pariſh officers country nurſing, as 
already ſhewn, there ſeems to be a. diſpoſition in many to 
1 theſe infants, ſo far as they are pleaſed to extend 
this plan, which is new to them. But it muſt be obſerved, 
that as yet, no more than 8 in 100 have been ſent into 
the country as an experiment. | 

5. Some officers ſay they can preſerve chien in cone, as 
well as in the country : how do they make this appear, if they do 

a not 
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not try the country nurſing, and if it is a fact that they do 
not preſerve them in town ? 

6. It requires ſome time to enter fully and entirely into the 
myſtery of preſerving the lives of infants ; and before the art is 
learnt, the humane and intelligent officer is changed. This 
would not be ſo great a grievance, if maſters of workhonſes 
were better choſen; and ſo paid as to make it the intereſt of a 


man of ſentiment, with a clerk under him, where a clerk is 


neceſſary, to do the duty with tenderneſs and circumſpection: 
good looking after may accompliſh this end. 

7. We muſt confider the ages of children in a difin# view, 
to make ſuch diſcoveries of the town account of them, as will 


| truly deſcribe the nature of the caſe. We ſhall then ſee, 


that however hurtful an indiſcriminate reception of infants may 
be in a F. H. in this nation, ſuch an inſtitution, within the bills 
of mortality, paid for, and ſupported by the pariſhes for whoſe 
ſervice it is intended, ſeems to be indiſpenſably neceſſary. 

The merit of the ſeveral pariſhes is fo different, it would he ab- 
furd to run thro the whole compariſon ; but we may take a view 
of ſome particulars, and a general comparative ſurvey of the 


years 1764 and 1765, upon the face of the regiſters, of which, 
1 — none are made worſe than the trutb. 


whom livi Living © 
nt the end per Cent. 
| the year. 


: 97 within the Walls 

| 17 without the Walls | +4 
| 25 Middleſex and Surry | - 
10 Weſtminſter - < 


TT a - 
120 f 327 
| 245 3357 
HT -. 32 


4 


( 29 J 


of the 9 pariſhes within the walls, I find 
St. Stephen Coleman-ſtreet has = » 6 
St. Olave Hart-ftreet = «© - =. < - - - $8 
St, Catharine Cree church » - »- - - - 6 
St. Martin Lud gate 86 
Few others of the 97 have above one child, „ paciihes 
have not one, ſo that it is ealy e ecvoncile their ſuperiority im 
preſerving life | 
The vumber remored and delivered in 507, gr 30 per cnt. a 
the whole 1693. 
9. But to comprehend the geod or evil of this account it is ne- 
ceſſary to take a diſtin& view of * par 56 menghs 


old, viz. 5 5 
| — l a — * I Fa ye 
| ved. | cent. pry, {| country. country. 
within the Wallis | 241 42 þ 8 | 1 | 124 
17 without the Walls 106 3 | 50 


2 
25 Middleſex and Surry| 41 6 | 2 
io Weſtminſter - »- | | 281} 104] 37 | 98 | 22 
| — — — 


4 


337 
22 


o. Here we diſcover that te inequality of the hp 

hn is 10 laſt, 5 or 6 per cent. on the general birth 
and receipt. This ariſes in a great meaſure from ſending 
children into the country, and perhaps from their breathing a 


purer or 4% pojjonous air in town. For upon thoſe who are 
kept in town, and thoſe {ent into the country, there is a re- 


1 
1 
4 


5 


We alſo find that of 57 within the walls, have 


had the fortune to be nurſed in the country. = — 8 
In Middleſex and Surry, of 414, only =. = - 6 
But the 10 pariſhes in Weſtminſter, have had the 

honor of ſending, of 281 . - - - - 98 

It is from-conveying infants into the nts that we muſt 
hope for the reſtoration of pariſh humanity. 

11. Let us now take a ſurvey of the laſt year, in a compara- 
tive view, and try if we can diſcover any thing for the ſervice of 
theſe poor infants. | 


12 n 1765. 
| . I I | Born and re- [Ofwhomlivingſ Living 
Pariſhes. ceived. g ns 0 per Cent. 
97. within the Walls | 102 — 63 -614-- 
17 without the Walls 77 118 18 
25 Middleſex and Surry | 821 | 330 | 40 
10 Weſtminſter == - | 495 179 30 1 
1 £30! | 1795 May OS. 


12. This at firſt view diſcovers an advantage upon 1764 ; for 
in che 97,-25, and 10 diviſions, as above, there is a propor- 
tion of near 6 per cent. in life * : the ages in general are 
not much higher than in 1764. 

The number remoyed and delivered i is 470, or 20 per cent. 
which is alſo 4 per cent. fewer than the year 1764. 4 

13. In this year there are no leſs than 55 pariſhes within the 
walls who have no children at all; from whence one. may infgr 
that they provide for the mothers, and leave them to take care 
of their own children; or that the pariſhes are ſo rich the 
parents provide for their own infants, 'without any periſh” aids ; 
but I rather think the former to be true. 

1 14. We 


* 
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14. We Hall ſtüll be deficient-in formihg any adequate ide 
of what is better or worſe, till we take a view of infants under 


12 months old, viz. in 1765, of whom there were 998. 


Pariſhes. ud re Dead. 8. e ba. == 
97 within the Walls -| 51 | 15 | 298) — | — 44, 
17 without the Walls | 196| 85 | 483} 5 3 60 ; 
25 Middleſex and — 433] 201] 46) +5 |. 2 40 
10 Wann — - | 4215] 143 45% 64 | 27 455 
Lot i HO bad ds hes 


15. Upon this it may be obſerved as follows: 
In 1764 the 97 pariſhes within the walls, buried 

à proportion of = - = = = 544 per cent. 
And they ſent into the country to be nurſed only 8 children. 
In 1765, they ſent none to the country, yet they 

have taken ſuch care, that the mortality is but 294 per cent. 


At the ſame time the numbers under 12 months old agree ſo 


far, that in 1764 it is 57, and in 1765, 51. 


This is a glorious ſaving, Jet it ' ariſe from whatever cauſe it 
may 


It is remarkable that in the 17 without the walls, they have 


buried in this proportion, viz. 


In the country - - = = - = 4 — eo 


In town oni. 48 


But the number of children being ſo. fmall as 5, there can be 
no judgment formed, except it be from the ſame event having 


happened in 1764, the difference being 10 per cent. againſt the 


country nurſing. From hence one may rationally infer one of 
theſe circumſtances. This country nurfing is in ſome places 
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leſs healthy than the houſes they ſend them to in teum—khat in 
town they are kept fingle, and in the country congregated—or 
that they are in a dying condition when they are ſent into the 
country. OT 
16. In the general view of 1765, it may alſo be obſerved, 
that there were nurſed in workhouſes and pariſh houſes, viz. 


dead. cent. 
By mothers . brz = 250 - 40k 


By nurſes in the ſame places «= = 1138 - 336 - 29% 
What proportion in workhouſes, and what in pariſh houſes, and 
What kind of houſes, and what ages the children were of, muſt, 

be conſidered. There is much reaſona to conclude, that even the 
mother, iz the bad air of a workhouſe, cannot preſerve her infant 
ſo well as the nurſe aut of it. But here is no ambiguity, 
for 403 per cent. with regard to the age of infants under 12 

mouths old, is much fewer than 293 of a or 3 years. 

17. The common rate by the bills of mortality is 49 per 
cent. under 2 years, and but 114 between 2 and 5; conſequently 
we muſt conclude, that the methers ſuckling their own infants, 
and only 403 per cent. dying under 12 months old, is s ſo much 
& favour of the mothers, not gui them. | 

We find even in the country nurſing in 1765, in Weſtminſter 
pariſhes 422 per cent. dead. But were theſe to continue in the 
workhouſe, they. could not eſcape for twice 424, as I ſhalt 
more particularly relate, when I come to diſplay the works of 
ſome particular pariſhes— The parith muſt have the eredit of 
the care taken of the mother, but ſhe claims that of her 


child. 


18. To take a — efedidibes made: 
32 months old, whereby to form the more juſt idea of what is 


paſſing 


% o 
* 


„„ | 
paſling in. the fields of infant blood, it is neceſſary to trace but, 
as well by the abſraFs of the regiſters, as by the regiſtert them- 
ſelves, how many children, under the age of 12 months, were 
delivered or dcharged to mothers and friends; in the ſame man- 
Ner, as we have ſeen how many were ſent into the country to be 

' wurſed; and how many are dead. If we confider how ſhort a | 28 
time they live in the workhouſes, the number even of the /v- w 
ing, under this age, in that /ituation, will appear as it were with | 
their winding ſheets in their hands; I mean in thoſe pariſhes | 
where ſuch young children are not delivered either to their 
mothers or friends to be taken care of, nor ſent into the We 
country, nor yet given to ſober women to be nurſed in town. | 

Of 995 under 12 months old, I find dead, either in the mo- 
ther's hands, or the nurſes, diſcharged, ſent into the country to 
nurſe, and remaining alive as follows : | 25 * 
Under 3 months old, det 241 or 244 per cent. | 


6 Dittos * - = — WE 8 
9 Dittos = 'S = -: 1 50 — 5 
12 Dittos - —_ 2 4 1 


6ꝶ6Qͤ——J— „ 


| Da”: r 446 
Delivered and diſcharged to fathers, mo- | | 
thers, and friends, - - 256 — 2554 | 
Sent into the country to nurſe = — 141 — 14 1 
So that of the 995 under 12 months old, wy. 
| (excluſive of the country nurſes) there | 5 , 4 
remains alive in town —- —- - 186 — 1 5 | 


995 
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19. If we reckon the 186 on 598, (viz. the 412 and 186) 
it is 31 per cent. alive; but what a proportion of theſe ſhall we 


compute will live 6 months longer? If we judge of the fu- 


ture year by the paſt, not 10 per cent. will ſurvive 1766. 

20. This makes it evident that the diſeaſe of inhumanity 
towards infants ſtill exiſts, and that the moſt pitiable part of 
the human ſpecies are yet in the utmoſt diſtreſs. 
21. But on the other hand, the pariſhes which have ſent their 
infants into the country to be nurſed, exhibit a very different 
view, particularly St, Martin's in the Fields, whoſe regiſter in 
this reſpect ſeems to figure higheſt. Teddington, where this pa- 
riſh ſends ſeveral children, being a healthy ſpot, and the nurſes 
there. remarkably ſober good women. 
price of theſe and the nurſes of St. George's Hanover-ſquare, 
I apprehend, is, that the latter pays 35s. and the nurſes find 
clothing; and the former 25. 64. and the pariſh finds clothing. 
Allowing for ſuch errors as all ſuch examinations are ſub- 
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ject to, the account ſtands thus: 


—_ 


_—_— 


The difference in the 


| 


| 5 N ent ; —T Reman | Rate per : 
4 into the Remain Under alive —— alive 
Pariſhes. country] alive. | twelve | under uddes 
to _ months. 12 months. 12 months. 
St. Ann Soho - 7 6] 66 
At Highgate 7, St. Michael's 7-4 
Berks, 1, Fulham 2, Whetſlone| | | 
_— 
St. George Hanover- Re 
ſquare (a) - = - $1, 3.6.8.4. 24. 4. 
St. James Weſtminſter | 11} 2] 4| 1 | 25 
Batterſta, Lambeth, and Iſling- | | 
ton. The two laſt places re- | 
 ſemille London. ; | 
St. John the Evangeliſt, 
and St. Margaret hy t5.| 10 5 2 40 
| ] 


(a) See the Note page 35 


„ oppoſite. 


Rate 
per week 
nurſing. 


28. 3d. 


ö 


38. Cloath 
0 included. M 


28. 28. 6d. 
and 35. 


28. 6d. 


| 


111 


N g Hr "Sent aur Remam er. 71 
P ariſh | into the Remain twelve alive cent. alive Rate | | 
; es. [-ountr alive. months.] under under | per week | 
on 12 months.|:2 months.] nurſing. | 
St. Andrews & St.George e | 1 1 
8 the Martyr above Bars | 8 6 7 7 4 | 57 28. 6d. | 
| Chiefly at Finchley; | | | 'Y 
St. Martin in the Fields] 40 27 | 26 | 21 | 8ox 12s. 6d. | 
| Chiefly in Batterſea, Tedding | | 1 | 
ten, Hammerſmith, Chelſea\ . © | | * 5 5 | 
| Brook-green, and Deptford. | | 1 | 
St. Paul Covent Garden] 6 | 4 | 5 3 60 3 
At Twickenham. ee | | | 
St. Bride's Fleet-ſtreet | 68 7] 1] -1 | 1900 | — 
At Edmonton, There were 
10, of whom 2 diſcharged. | | 
St. Botolph without Ald- | | | [ 
ate = — — 3 2 | — — 66+ — 
| Not found in the Regiſter, ſup © ' | 13 1 
poſed a miſtake. g | | 13 i BE 
St. Botolph without Bi- 8 | 
| ſhopigate - -| 1 111 — ee, =} 
St. Peter Cornhill (of 4 | | N 4 | 
j yrary) | = = 8 I | — — | 100 1 — 
St. Mary Aldermary 11 1| —] —— 1001 — | 
St. Dionis — - 1 I|—| — 1004 — 
| | 77 1 — — 
: 1411 92176] 47 | - | 
, | By Pe | Of 4 — Rate 3 
ent emainin ali r ali 
(a) Places. nurſe. < 34 4 12 — in months, | vader 12 | 
Hammerſmith - - ar 1* xs Fw. 6 a 7 
t Hambleton - - 1 1 1 3: = add 4 
Wimbleton - = - I I I I 100 
Lambeth - - - | 3 = IJ 2 I 50 
Iſleworth - = = 3 2 I — . 
| Padingſwick - » I — — 501 MOR <5 
| North End „„ | 3 I 3 I | 331 
Kilburn - - = + I $771 I I 100 
Edmonton 1 I Io 100 
35 23 22 11 


* 3 of the *15 and the *x are delivered diſcharged; ſo that in fact 
there are living in the hands of the A of 31, 19 or 60 per cent. 
2 g 


and 


Bah 

22. By this account we may perceive that the rate of mor- 
tality is full 1 in 3 in the firſt year, forming ſome idea of the 
greater or leſs healthineſs of the ſeveral places near London, to 
which children are ſent. It will certainly be an improve- 
ment of this plan, if the children are ſent farther than Lambeth, 
Batterſea, Iſlington, Hammerſmith, or Chelſea ; and this plan alone 
can regain the reputation of the pariſhes: this alone will ſtand the - 
teſt of an examination; and all other attempts ſeem to be playing 
the fool with human life, and laughing over the groans of ex- 
piring infants. 

23. Some pariſhes muſt be ſuppoſed more fortunate, ſome 
more careful, and ſome more judicious in their conduct than 
others : in every view, reaſon and common ſenſe plead for the 
country nur/ing. But notwithſtanding all that can be done for 
theſe children in the firſt 4 years of life, if the pariſh officer is 
taken with a fit of parſimony, and. then brings the child back to 
the workhouſe, he may near as well be taken with a fit of frenzy, 
and throw it into the Thames. —Experience teaches this; and if 

we have not yet melancholy leſſons enough on this head, no- 
thing but ſome ſtrict legiſlative enquiry can open our eyes. And 
when all is done, if men of ſentiment and leiſure, want dili- 
gence and zeal, humanity or tenderneſs in behalf of poor mfants, 
no /aws can obtain the end in view. 


and out of 22, under twelve months, 11, which is 50 per cent. And this rate per 
cent. on the few under twelve months old, ſent to Hammerſmith, &c. is as many as 
one would expect there, but ſhort of Hampſhire or Oxfordſhire, where, if my memo- 
ry fails me not, this pariſh ſent their children in 1763, and why they now nurſe 
them ſo near London, I cannot tell.—This being a pattern pariſh it will be matter 
of the greater ſorrow, if ſuch Lords and Gentlemen are in want of proper inſpectors 
of nurſes in the country : they will not endeyor to ſave money at the greater hazard 
of the lives of infants: nor can they fail in knowledge of the value of a life in a 
political or religious view. | J 


4 | 24. We 


x cent. _ _ . yo 


19 ÞF 
24. We have ſeen by the bills of mortality (page 5.) that the 
common rate of deaths under 2 years old is 494 per cent. but 


from 2 to 5 years of age it is only 22x per cent. 


25. In the abſtract of 1765, the children paſt 12 months 
old, are 800 and T find the account of them ſtands thus : 


w 2 Of whom | Dead per. 


| Age. Number. dead. t. on 800. 
3 3 | 
Iz year | 221 | 71 85 
2 years 96 1 
z d 264 | 5B | 74 | 
| 4 years | 219 | 22 27. | 


| 8o | 18: | 224 | 
This, at the firſt view, might lead one to think that the 
deaths on 800 is but 224, or + per cent. more than in the bills 
of mortality. But when it is conſidered that 204 have. been 
diſcharged (chiefly taken away by the mother at her breaſt} _ 
the remains of 800 is 596, on which 181 being dead are per 


F 
Whence it is apparent, that theſe * deaths cron the 
bills of mortality on theſe elder children, per cent. 72 
If we allow the 4 for the difference of 13 to 4 years old, 
compared with the ages of 2 to 5, the difference is - 7 
But if we mean to inveſtigate our ſubje& entirely, we mult 
examine the difference of one pariſh compared to another. 
26. To redeem the reputation of pariſh officers, and give 
nurſes an impreſſion of a real intention to preſerve children, it 
was hoped, the column in the regiſter, © Bounties paid to nurſes 
« as an encouragement to take all poſſible care of the children,” 
would have produced ſome effect. It was intended to be of the 
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1 38 } 
nature of a premium, and took its riſe from 4 cuſtom of the F. H. 
where, at the end of 12 months, 105. was given to the nurſe 


whoſe child was alive and well. This gratification being equal to 


a month's nurſing, was ſome compenſation for the reduction of the 
price, from 3s. to 25. 64. a week. How have the pariſh officers 


attended to this tacit recommendation, for there is next to nothing 


to be found in this column ? 


27. In the column, © Money received with children,” there is 
10617. 195. 6d. upon 632 illegitimate children, which reckoned 
upon an average is about 33 ſhillings and 7 pence each. The 
common price is 5/. and fometimes 10/. is given: the number 
who gave money is 1 52, which amounts to 61. 195. 8d. each, a ſum 
ſo inadequate to the ſupport of a child, that the officers of ane 
conſiderable pariſh, which I could mention, have uſually con- 
ſumed or divided three quarters of ſuch receipts in expences of re- 


ceiving; exhibiting ſo ſhameful an account of pariſh charges or 


expenditure of this money of the poor, as almoſt reflects diſgrace 


on the very name of a pariſh officer ; tho a good pariſh officer 1s 


one of the moſt honorable i in civil ſociety. 

An obligation to pay 5 or 61. for a lawleſs amour, will not 
reſtrain the libertine part, even of the lower claſſes of the peo- 
ple; and I queſtion if it ever brings about a marriage, in theſe 
cities. With reſpect to the children themſelves, it might be 
more happy if no money was taken, unleſs it be paid into the 


hands of the treaſurer of the pariſh for the uſe of the children. 


As to ſadling the ſoit, as the pariſh feaſt uſed to be called, it will not 
give a day of life to the infant: on the contrary, the cuſtom of giv- 
ing ſmall ſums ſeems to have introduced an opinion, that a pariſh 
child' life is worth no more than 8 or 10 months purchaſe; and 

5 that 


1 


that there is a chance of its being but ſo many days, and con- 
ſequently occaſion a ſpeedy releaſe from all expence, and the 
money may go in good cheer. Experience juſtifies this ſuſpicion fo 
far that the traffic of receiving money in ſome inſtances, ſeems 
to be but a ſmall remove from the price of innocent blood. 

An acquaintance of mine, once ſollicited a pariſh officer for 
25. a week for a ſervant during her lying-in, and nurſing her 
child; alledging that a common pariſh nurſe had at Teaft that 
ſum, if not 25. Gd. Ves,“ ſays the officer, * it is very true; but 
« the young woman in queſtion will moſt probably preſerve 
&« her child, whereas in the hands of our nurſes, after 5 or 6. 
% weeks we hear no more of them.” This was a good reaſon 
with him, for giving more to the pariſh nurſe than to another, 
whom he thought would preſerve. her child. The deduction 
from hence is too ſhocking to mention. It is plain, Ciſtom 
will do any thing: and upon the fame principle, ſuch an officer 
will not be perſwaded to fend children into the country, nor 
to the F. H. to be preſerved, if he is to pay fot the nurſing, 
tho' it be with the pariſh money. Sending them into the 
country is the way to re- eſtabliſh the plan which our forefathers 
ſo judfiouſly deviſed for the relief and ſupport of all the people 
under circumſtances the moſt grievous to human nature. 


SECT, 


Remarks on the Regiſters of particular Pariſhes. | 


AVING thus . the abſtraft in a general view, 
I will corroborate what I advance, by a more particu- 
lar detail of the account of ſome pariſhes, which have done well, 
compared with others whoſe conduct ſeems to be fo bad, that 
mercy herſelf pleads for the forſaken and diftreſſed infant, and de- 
mands redreſs, | 
2. In this view I preſent one complete regiſter of St. George's 
Malek, which happily doth not contain a great number.— 
It ſhews how defectively ſome of the regiſters are kept, com- 
pared with the /chedules, as appointed by law ; and what havoc 
7 is created by ſome officers, in groſs violation of the duties of hu- 
N N ö | | manity, as well as the ſpirit of the act of parligment. 
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Rrois rn of St, COT! Middleſex. 


* 


1 Age. end Lats the ls, denies 60 in 2 liv- 
Name of the Child. D Workbouſe. | Workhouſe. 
Thomas! Bailey FOR —| 2 Jan. Overſeers. 9 Jan. 
| Mary Bill - - - | | 2] 4 Churchw. 17 Feb. 
Elizabeth Bill | I—-| 4 Ditto 19 Feb. 
Lucy Coleman | 5|—| 24 Overſeers. 11 Mar. 
Iſaac Darling 3 ae. -hurchw.|1 4 Mar. 
Ann Bailey - - | 2] gf 1 verſeers. 29 Feb. 
James Gloves 4— 20 - Ditto [14 Mar. 
John St. George F __ Ditto [28 Mar. 
Suſannah Downes — 4 Mar.] Ditto 15 Mar. 
William Chg B — 28 Ditto [14 Apr. 
Mary Webb - — Ditto 
Richard Vates |— 21 Nov, hurchw.) | 
William Yates - -' —/2r Ditto 14 Dec. 
Suſannah Yates . -- —21 Ditto 21 Dec. 
Jane Dryborougn 22 verſeers. 
Elizabeth Hathaway 15 Dec. | Ditto 
Benjamin Tomkins }- 19 Ditto 
William Carns <- þ 19 Ditto 
Peter F "BY - | 20 hurchw. 


Thomas Beal, 1 


This is a true and exact copy of the regiſter of this pariſh of 
1765, except the additional column of the days the children 
If we conſider the ages of theſe children, paſt the dan- 
gerous time of life, it is the more ſhocking picture of mortality; 


lived. 


and the cloſer we approach it, the more ghaſtly it appears, 


I have received exact information concerning the fortune of 
the remaining ſeven infants, which muſt be very intereſting to 
thoſe who think on the ſubject. 

Mary Webb's mother has lain-in of another child in the 
* workhouſe ſince December laſt, and is happily eſcaped out with 


both * children. 


We, 


7 f 


- Elizabeth 


[ 42 ] 
| Blinbetl Hathaway is alſo token out by her mother, and pre- 
ſerved from the grave. 
Peter Flidgard is likwiſe taken out alive. 
Theſe three have eſcaped, and ſo far we muſt give the pa- 
riſh credit. The two laſt were but a little while in the Work- 
houſe. The remainder are all dead fince December laſt, viz. 


| Years. Months. 
Jane Dryborough aged - RE Ce. 
Benjamin Tomkins - - = 2 9 
William Carns =- = "ER 


Richard Yates — — 2 


4. It is true that man hath but a ſhort time to live, and is 
cut down like a flower ; but theſe poor infants were mowed like 
graſs, for they had not ſo many days of life in the workhouſe 
as the ordinary limitation of the years of man. 

In the common courſe, not above 11+ in a 100 of ſuch ſhould 
have dyed in a year; but, like a cruel eaſtern; blaſt, the work- 
houſe has finiſhed their lives, not one being ſaved from the grave, 
except the three ſnatched from its gaping: jaws by the mothers 
tender hand: nor could 2 % have lived but by being watched 
and attended by the mothers, to plead for them with the maſter 
and managers of the workhouſe. 

5. There is no wonder in this, when it is conſidered, that theſe 
children were put into the hands of indigent, filthy, or decrepit 
women, three or four to one woman, and ſometimes ſleeping 
with them. The allowance of theſe women being ſcanty, they 
are tempted to take part of the bread and milk intended for 
the poor infants. The child cries for food, and the nurſe beats 
it becauſe it cries, Thus with blows, ftarving, and putrid air, with 

4 the 


\ 


„ 
the additions of Ice, itch, and ſtbingſt, be ſoon receives his 
guietus ; our humanity and religion ate n and the State 1s 
wounded in its vital parts. 

6. It is morally impoſſible that infants can Wk ue ſuch 
circumſtances. There are now in this workhouſe 100 men, 
and about 20 women; here are 200 Poor ſometimes crowd- 
ed together. This renders ſuch places inevitable death to 
infants; and it is confefſed, without reſerve, to be a rare thing for 

a child to be taken out _ Except it be in the hands of the 
mother. 

F. In looking back into this workhouſe account for the mw 
1764, I find 15 were received of theſe ages, vis. 

8 under ——- 9 months. | 

1 —— 1 year 6 months. 

4 — 2 years. 

2 — 3 Years. 

Of theſe dyed in that year 13, viz. 
7 under —— 9 months old. 

1 — 2 yeats. * 

2 — 3 years. 

3 were delivered to the mother. 

2 remained alive in the workhouſe : 
Of theſe two IN doth not appear to be any account whatſo- 
ever given. Fe 

8. I am farther to remark on this curious regiſter, that Tan- 
kins and Carns dyed of the ſmall-pox, ſaid to be brought in by a 
poor woman and her child. Workhouſes ſeldom refuſe objects, 
let the diſeaſe be what it will, if they are ſent by two Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace, one of them being of the Quorum. I 
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[ 44. } 

preſume it is very right it ſhould be fo, and that many muſt 
be taken care of under all circumſtances, 7. e. at the expence of 
the pariſh; but it ſeems to be very wrong, and contrary to com- 
mon ſenſe, and the ſpirit and meaning of our Laws, that in- 
fectious diſtempers ſhould be introduced into workhouſes, where 
ſuch numbers of all ages are congregated. On the contrary, 
every one becoming ſo diſeaſed, ſhould be removed from it in 
ſuch manner as that the leaſt miſchief poſſible may be done. 

9. As to- poor Dick Yates, his brother William, and his ſiſter 
Suſan, theſe were a ſo/ater's children; their father had probably 
ſtood the fury of powder, ball, and bayonet ; but inſtead of 
preſerving his ſons, in order to ſupply his place, when time 
ſhall diſable him, theſe. poor boys died a miſerable facrifice to 
inhumanity and want of police. 

10. This laſt circumſtance makes it proper to mention 
that ſeveral humane gentlemen in the army, of the firſt rank, 
have now under conſideration a plan for preyenting ſoldiers chil- 
dren from falling a ſacrifice to indigence or viciouſneſs, or the 
rigors that women are frequently expoſed to in their marches and 
change of place, with their huſbands (a). - 

11. I now proceed to the examination of ſome other regiſters. 
One would wiſh to be employed in diſcovering the virtues of man- 


kind, and to comment on the nobility of their nature: but it is 


one proof of nobleneſs to war with petty tyranny and inbu- 
manity, and maintain the cauſe of innocence. We muſt ſeek 
the enemy wherever he is to be found, and think it glory, even 
if we fail in the attempt, to drive him out of his entrenchments. 


(a): The States of the United Provinces, who underſtand how to calculate the 


value of a life, allow ſo much to a ſoldier towards the ſupport of every child, ſup- 


poſing his pay will only ſupport himſelf, which is the caſe with us. 


12.1 


| [ 45 } | 
12. I believe the greateſt nk of mortality in theſe kingdoms, if | 
not on the face of the whole earth, is the united pariſh-workhouſe 
of St. Giles's in the Fields and St. George's Bloomſbury, tho” 
there are many opulent inhabitants in the pariſh.. 
Their REG1STER of 1765, ſtands thus: 
Note, B. Baſtard, C. Caſual, P. Pariſhioner, F. Foundling ; The blank years, 


months, and days, are children born in the workhouſe. 


Days in [Days lir-TWhen re- If nurſed} 
1 the wank - before ering e 2 = Bay out 
houſe be-|diſcharg- | Im. if byjnurſe 
Mens fore deathſed — 5 che en nurſes n. | week. 
ther. i the year. |. 
V. NM. ſ D. | | 

1121 — 28 — — P. m. 
yu 5 _ 17 —2— — 2 Mm. 

— 2 — ö — 140 — ä — P. — 

2 ew | co 46 — — * | — 

I — — — 13 Jan. C. — * 1 
— 2 | 7 30 — — — B. Mm. 
1 of oe | ET; oo 
— | —} 21 4 — — C. m. 

FR 3 * Fm raed 9 Logs +" | = i FETs 
— 1 — — _ 

— —| — ag 22 — B. m. 
——1—1 — 40 — C. m 

3 Pony $ * —— | 27 — w m. 

| cn—_ * _ — F 64 — = m. 

1 3]1==- 11 —— — C. m. 

i} 61 — 55 — — C. n. 

8 2] 3] = 157 — — E. m. 
— 1 — 1 — 13 | — — B. m. - 

s 3 SI 20 — — 1 . m. 

1 2 | — — — 1 — | 4 m. 
| — — 14 2 — — 5 m. 

e 1 — — — B. m. | 
— | — | 14 2 — 14 — | of m. 

2| —| — 2 — — 2 n. 
wy Ps 0 Bug Ry Poo m. | 14. 6d. 

2 — — ꝙ— — 26 Eeb. 3 —— 

IS ll 
— — 1 — — — 3 Mar. = — 

— | 71 — 70 _— — | C. n. 
—| 4—] — — lau. — m. 
— 41 7 — — F. n. 
— — | — 27 — — E. m. — 

2 I — — — — — — — 

— | P — 3 — q — 8 P. | m. | | 
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13. The young man who came before the Roman ſenate, be- ; 
ing ſtruck dumb with horror at the relation of his father's 


crimes, ſucceeded better with the venerable ſenators of Rome, 
than Cicero could have done with all his energic powers of 


elocution. But in ſuch a caſe as this, is it poſſible to reſiſt the 
impulſe of indignation ?—To behold in the ſeat of empire, in 


the very heart of a great and opulent nation, renowned for hu- 
manity, purity of religion, and the ſupreme heights of lite- 
rature, with every art of civilization: in ſuch a place, to behold 
ſuch an abode of complicated wretchedneſs and mortality! Un- 
der the name of a charity-houſe, to ſee a ſlaughter-houſe, to rob 
the neceſſitous unwary parent of his deareſt, perhaps his only 
property! How can the ſtory be related in future times? Is 
there no remedy? Can no law be contrived, nor any interpoſi- 
tion be rendered effectual to make theſe poor cleanly, if not in- 
duſtrious, or at leaſt to ſnatch infants out of the jaws of this 
Arty grave ? Surely the thing is to be done, if we ſet about it; or 
where is our boaſted humanity ?—When St. Andrew's above the 
Bars, and St. George the Martyr (not far removed as to their 
mortality) obtain the act they are now ſolliciting, we may 


Hope it will be a prelude to ſome reform of this ſhocking 


pariſh of St. Giles's. But to explain the gr in a more com- 

prehenſiye view, I remark as follows ; 
By the 2d. column it appears, that the time allotted to theſe 
poor mortals, put into that workhouſe, from the birth to the 
age of four years, doth not generally, and upon a medium, exceed 
arty days. Were it not better 12 ſhould die i in the ſweet air, 
4 8 | under 


1 49 ] 


under the canopy of the heavens, b this 
earth, which affords them no better quarters. 
By column jd we lar, that hoſe parents who ventureo keep 
their children in the ſame infernal region, longer than forty days - 
on a medium, have nothing to expect for them but a grave. 
Column 4th exhibits 26 living children, but 12 of theſe had 
not been received, upon a medium, above five days, and conſe- 
quently no credit can be given the pariſh on their account. 
14. The whole account of this workhouſe of 1765 ſtands 
thus : 


Of 1762, 1763, and — 7 e in * - 45 (a) 
Born and received in 1765 - - = =. = 133 (8) 


178 
| Of whom dead (Col. ad) after a ſhort life of ert 
about a month -—- = + 53*= 40. 


: Diſcharged after a reſidence in the mother's | 

hands of near the ſame time (Col. 3d) - 54 - 40; 
| Living, as far as appears, in the Workhouſe, 14. 10z 
Ditto received a few days before the year 


1e 4th) LW . - =. WT. 9 
133 rer cent. 
| on 45+ ( 


Dead of th former yea account — » 8 1477 
Diſcharged of Ditto - - 8 - 1794 
At nurſe of Ditto * She 5000 — | 6 - 133 
Living of Ditto, as far as appears by the re- 
giſter of the three former years, on about 260 - 23 = 513 
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15. To calculate juſtly on the births and receipts of 1765, 
reſpecting the inclination or ability of the officers charged with 
this workhouſe to preſerve children, we muſt compute thus: 

The living (as obſerved) may be called — 34 

Which are per cent. on the 543 * dead nnd I4 living = 207 


or 1 in 5; but how long they can be ſuppoſed to live, no 


other habitation being provided for them-than the workhouſe, 
is a propoſition that requires no deep reſearch. 

16, As to the diſtinction of infants, in particular, under 12 
months old, there are of theſe 81, of whom 


cent. 
Have been diſcharged to mothers, &c. - 32 40 
Are dead - - — - 39 48 
Remain alive © = 41 I2 


Of which 10, five were . in within five days of the end 


of the year. So that with propriety we cannot compute more 


than five ahve on the number of 44, (viz. the 39 dead and 5 
living excluſive of thoſe diſcharged) which is 114 per cent. v- 
ing. And what fortune will theſe 115 per cent. have better 


than the 39 who are gone to reſt ? In a word, the whole ſervice 


done to the infants in this workhouſe, is to preſerve their parent, 
and ſuch as the mother takes out in five or ſix weeks: as for the 
reſt, it only gives them a-quicker paſſage to eternity. | 
17. Let us return to the eaſtern parts of the town, and ex- 
amine ſome of their accounts, and ſee. if we can extract any 
knowledge towards preſerving the lives of infants. 


St, 


* 
1 St. Mary Whitechapel. 
| 1 | Days in the [Days i in work When born or| IF nurſed | NT 
- workhouſe {houſe before |received, liv- 1 by mothers pri 
Age. before died. [diſcharged to ing at the end . 
mothers. [of the year. nurſe N. 
18. Mo. Da. 8 * 
4|—|—| — 1 — [24 May | B. N. Howe. 2 s. 6d. 
{| 4|— — — — Septemb. aw eren 7: anams 
3 — — —— ö — October OT a IOt | — 
4 — — — | — — — F 
| 4 ———_ cz ———— Hſ—é — — — — 5 F. — — 3 
| 3 — Nov. 23 — C. — — 
2 61 — — —- — December — — 8 —— — 
2|—|—| Novemb. Novemb. Lo C. — | —— 
2 — ——— 1 — _— ; 
I 6 — — 1 n — . 9 — 
121 —— — — | — Tees nen — 
| 2|—|— — — — —— — 1 — | — | 
| 7 — —  —— | — — — W | — | 


Theſe children are- all 1 font 4 in by a . received 


* 


| 


by a nurſe, whoſe name is Howe, and nurſed at 2s. 6d. a week 
each. One may ſee what wonderful things may be done by the 
regular payment of 2s. 6d. per week for children. Tho' theſe are 
paſt the dangerous part of life, Nurſe Howe, wherever ſhe lives, 


for it is not ſaid, is a notable woman, burying only 2 out of 


18. But foraſmuch as there are 7 without names, and inad- 
vertently this account is not fgned, I hope the officers. will not 
be excuſed paying the fine, if they treſpaſs a ſecond time. In 
the mean while, if the account is genume, though they have 
neglected the form, they have obſerved the ſubſtance fo well as to 
H 2 
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220 
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be entitled to public thanks, and the higheſt plants, I ſhould 
think myſelf honored with their acquaintance. Their former 
account ſtands thus; 


1762 they 1 I, 3 MON. I, 3 years, 3, 4 yrs.— 1 
1763 — — they are all diſpoſed of, or omitted, for the 
aahſtract is blank. 
1764 — 6, and ol! hving ; I preſume make part of the 
regiſter of 1765. 
This inclines ane to believe, tho' they are fo carelefs in the 


uſe of ink and paper, they underſtand what belongs to the duty 
of good citizens, and pariſh-officers. 


18. St. Mary Newington's account t ſtands thus: 


FTWpen born or | 


| received. 


Born, b. 


9 Sept. b. 
5 Jan. 9. 


2 wet 


128 March b. 


28 b. 
7 Septem. 


7. 


1 Dec. b. 


1 


Here we ſee a little pariſh in the exterior parts of the town, 
acting with ſo much caution and humanity, and probably with 
ſome advantage in point of ſituation, that in 10 children (6 be- 
* born, and 1 of 11 months) only 1 is dead, m it 
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18 
gives me the higher impreffion that with the B. of the 28th of 
March Tof. is paid. Meffrs. Joſeph Fuller and Egward Ford. 
churchwardens ; Meffrs. James Pickermg and " Ralph Lowling,. 
overſeers; and Mr. Lindſey Bull, veſtry-clerk, I apprehend have 
acquitted themſelves well, and they will complete their duty as | 
the beſt of citizens, and members of the community, if they wilt 
tell us who nurſed theſe children, and where; what they pay, 
and what rules their nurſes are under. Such a glorious account 
cannot be merely fortuitous - They ſhould take care, whilſt they 
are ſuch humane and fortunate friends to their country and 
mankind, not, at the ſame time, to violate the laws of their 


country by a neglect of what an A of Parliament requires, ac- 


cording to the ſchedule annexed to it. We do not uſually 
chaſtiſe any man, in this country, if he is fortunate: but it 
ſhould be remembered that the foundation of government is re- 
verence for laws. 

19. What reaſons there are in the nature of things why St. Luke 8 
. Middleſex ſhould not do as well as St. Mary Newington, or at 
leaſt as St.. Mary Whitechapel, I know not. If the pariſhioners. 
are poor and unable to pay, let them beg relief, for God's fake, 
of private perſons, or of the Legiſſalors of their country; but not 
loſe a life which they can fave, and which belongs to the public 
to ſave. It is a ſhame to national bumanity, that they ſhould. 
die thus; and the wildeſt impolicy that ever entered the heart 
of man, to look on and permit fach deyaſtation. 


The: 


„ 


The account of St. Luke Middleſex ſtands thus: 


„ eg” es; 5 : 
a = * . - Pm — 
£ | 


"=" > 
—_ 6 * 4 I - 
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— . ˙ Q—— — oe 3 % 
— 122 = r 8 


1 © If nuried by What you 
FR | When born, „When diſ- [mothers, m.|per week for 
Wo : 7. ns or received, | When died. charged. [if by nurſes, nurſing. ak 
11 5 n. 
3 F. II. T D. | 
þ 1 2 275 11 4 23 Jan | — — — — B. 
. —| —]— | 31 Jan. 11 Mar m. — B 
* — i 2414 19 Feb. m. — 
4 1 | 6] — | — © ++ m. — {— 
1 3 — 4 6 . — 9 nn *. 26. c B. 
Lt 28 7} NO | 19 Feb. 16 May | —— m. — UTE 
pe —— 8] 19 Feb. 27 Feb. | ———— m. — eee e 
Mes — | — | 15 | 9 Mar. | 24 Mar. m, 3 
ik m—_— 7-4; -- 29 Mar. m. 
14 — | —| — | 15 Mar. —— m. | 
[ — |] 1|— | 24 Apr. | —— n. — 6d. B. 
4 — 21 — 24 Apr. —— n. B. 
1 — 5 | — 29 Apr. 30 Sep. — — n. | B. 
1 1191 — | 8 May 3 Sep. n. — 6d. B. | 
; — | 5 | — | 24 May | 20 Ag. n. B. 
=". — |— | 21 | 15 May — m. m__——— | 
12 — 3 — | 15 May 8 Aug. m. — — —— 
1 — | 1] — |, 21 May 22 May | —— } —— - 
. 1] 2] — | 21 June 19 June m.. 8 
©Y — |} — | — | 25 Jane |{8 July m. — — 
1 — —— 1 25 June 8 July -- — F___—__——— 
1 | —]—|—| 2 Aug. —— m. — Þ_——— 
12 2] 3|— 8 Aug. — n. nnn 
| . | 2 8 on 15 Aug. 2— — — | m. — — ene 
1 —|—l—}] 1; Avg. — m. W ne ee 
1 — | 1] 26 Aug. 2 Sep. — m. e e e ee 
1 1] 1| — | 27 Avg. 2 Sep. m. Anm Hrs 434 
a 4% — | — | 20 | is 4 5 * . m. Pe IE TTY B. 
1 wk wax © Oh. 17 dep. O Sep. m. — aber ods. 
k 1 wy _ } . Od! : 5 Nov. m, — B. 
1 — 61 — 22 O. 2 Nov. n. 2 voor e mas 
4 } ps \ 21 Nov, * n. e dr F 
15 2 |—|— | 6 Dec. 23 Dec. m. | OOTY 
1 — 8 6]—} 6 Dec. — 1 — m. n 
þ 11 — | 6 | jqodbec. 10% given . n. . 
| t 7 I _— 14 9 Dec. — — 8 n. ? | B. 
11 2 —[— ] 14 Dec, | —— —— n. n B. 
T 1161 — |] 18 Dec, | ——— | — m. F 
1 — 1 — 1 — 1 18 Dec. | — —— m. eee a ine 
1 2 —[— | 23 Dec. | —— — m. — ——— 
i 21515132 [==l=S= = [S=FR} 
2/78 I - | — 
i þ Excluſive of the laſt month of December, here are 7 chil- 


dren above 12 months old, of whom 5, or 71+ per cent, are dead; 
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and under 12 months (26, deducting 3 diſcharged remains} 
23, of whom 15, or 65 per cent. are dead, after a very ſhort 
kfe ; and yet theſe are ſaid to be all nurſed by the mothers, ex- 
_ cept 7; and to 4 of theſe fix-pence a week are paid. Even this 
douceur of the poor fraction of a penny per diem, ſeems to be 
of conſequence, at leaſt 3 of theſe 4 are living. I have been | 
witneſs to a worſe account; but if their children, upon a 
medium of eighteen months old,” do not live above forty days 
in this workhouſe, it is much to be feared, before the ſecond 
year expires, the whole account will be ballanced by mor- 
zality. I am the more ſuſpicious, from knowing the particulars 
of this houſe ſome years ſince, and ſeeing that there is not yet 
any proviſion made for country nurſing, or indeed any beyond 
the workhouſe, where there can be no dependence made on any 
thing but the grave. By the ſeveral abſtracts they had, born 
and received, „»!!! Es 3 
— ITRS Of whom remained alive at Alive above 12 


the end of the reſpective years months, 
under 12 months old. 


In- 1968 „ = TI =: 8 
1703 | 02 070 RT nick 
Ns == > om 44 

Of the laſt 7 and 4 no transfer appears to have been made 

into 1765, and conſequently upon the face of the account there 

is a manifeſt violation of the law: but the worſt is, it leaves 
room for ſuſpicion, that a their children of one year finiſh their 
courſe before the next year expires ;. and. that they chuſe to drop 

them into the gu/ph of oblivion, that the account may draw a. 

curtain over a part of the horrid ſcene! 


Let us now examine another account. 
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In the abſtract of 1764 there is made living 4. Upon a 


I St. Mary's Rotherhithe ſtands thus : 

T 4 — — = | — — — 
1 bay in work - Days in work When receiv If morſed by | Price of 
 F8$ A houſe before J houſe before | ed, living at . mothers m. iff nurſing 
1 8% ayed. diſcharged: che end © Quality. | nuties n. per week 
1 "08 2 oo year. 2 2 | 

1 78. M. D.| of i964, | i | | ac 4 438: 

Þ Ard E. 

. . I of 1765. { G 

157 — 1 — 21 3 1— — — — woe — N ö — — — | 

K 12 11—1 64 — — — — — C. m. 

1 0 g 1 2 — ca — — acc wie aw 30 March | C. ö N. 

i | | | "T7 | 83 IV — — — — — B. 21 * | 
LE | — 1— — H{—- — | 15 June m. 

_- LSE | a 
3 — 1 — — — — — — 1 July B. m. | 
1 1181—— —= —— — — 13 Au uſt. FI n. 

1 | 1 ö : © 

TR 1114 — — — — — 15 S. n. 

1 SEES DEE 3 m 

. | if % — — — 19 2 | * 

: f "Bs | 1 3 ö oy — — 0 220 — anal 23 g 1 C. ö n. 
9 ly 80 „ ot e 2 noo: we 16 Novem. . m. 

1 NSA SE 
| Il. Upon a view of this account there is a clear transfer of z. 
1 compariſon with St. George's Middleſex, it appears, that 
1 10 fd. a week will keep children alive, even in a workheuſe, 
W above 100 days more than 1 pay at all. But, if it is meant 


to give them fair play, balf @ croum at leaſt muſt be paid owe 
of a workbouſe. Here indeed are 11 alive out of 20, none being 


diſcharged ; whereas St. George's Middleſex has not one alive of 
16 19 of the ſame ages (i. e. in 15 months) except the diſcharged. 
ml. - Of theſe 20, 10 were under 12 months old, of whom 4, or 40 
1 | per cent. were alive. Of the living I alſo remark, that 4 are 
Aegitimate, of whom 3 are under 12 months old, 
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19. As 1 have mentioned St. Andrew's above Bars, and St. 
George the Martyr, to the ſupport of which I contribute my 
mite, I am the more authoriſedito pleat! for their infant poor. 
I hope my animadverſions on their regiſter of the 4g gear 
will be of ſervice to them in hit; and that the difference will 
ſhine forth to the honor of the gentlemen who intereſt them- 
ſelves. 1 


St. Andrew's above Bars, and St. George the Martyr. 
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this pariſh” account being 


which is not before me. 


mains are, 


In 1762. At the end of this year, = 
tho' the abſtract gives no account; 
includ- 
ed in St. Andrew's-Hotborn, - | 
In 1763. The remains alive, agree- 
able to the ab/ſtradt, were 


| The other 23 muſt be either dead;| 
or delivered, in the regiſter of 1764, 


In 1764. By the abftraf, the re- 
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per regiſter 
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In 1765. By ditto, ditto, - 
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Conſequently we Rand in debt to this pariſh for Filuren 


nurſed by them, and brought in of 3 to 4 years old, being alive | 


in their hands at the end of TP viz. 
G | 

1763 =. = 3 of ben & d . nels ut the price 

| | of one ſhilling per week. 

1764- - - 20 are transferred to 1765, of whom 10 
are dead in 1765. —3 are at nurſe in the 
country. 3 in town. 3. Ln 
and 1 in the workhiouſe.. 

Thus the remains of 1764, at the end of 1766 can: be; but 7+ 
if they ſhould have all the fortune to live! 

In the year 1765 were born and received 11% How ayer. 
theſe are alive, and how long the dead ones lived; and · where 
they died, and when others were delivered, appears by the 
detail I have given, the abſtract of which: detail-is as follows: 


2 —— — —_— 
nurſed in. D - A 
From 1 |workhouſes „ hf Nurſed by 
ito 34 {or not ap |Dead. um of |; nurſes in 
ar to = 
N * — elſe- e | "_ 
| where. ; | 


; 24 | 7 Vioſ 32 | 4 


From the | Of whom f Of Medi- Nurſed ET Fred 
irth to 12 nurſed in | whom | um ſby nurſes Of whom Dilchary: in the [Of whom 
ſche work-|'dead, [days offin town.] dead. ed. country.] dead: | 


houſe. life. — | . 
[go | 78 [64 245 | r 
Here we ſee, of 24 of 1 to 34 years old, 17 nurſed 

in the workhouſe, of whom are dead 10, or per cent. 70 
What aſtoniſnes more is, that theſe 10 did not 

live upon a medium above 32 days, one excepted, who 
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reached 4 months and 6 days: and of the 7 ſurviving, 2 
had not been a month in the houſe. 

Whereas we ſee by the force of 2s. or 28. 6d. a week 
in the nurſes hands, even in town, there is dead of theſe 
but 4 on 23, which is per cent. but — — 17% 

In regard to the children under 7welve months old, 


of go poor infants, in ſpite of experience and humani- 


ty, 78 are nurſed in the wworkhouſe, and of theſe are dead 
64, or per cent, _ —— — — 82 


and they lived upon a medium 24 days and 8 hours, 
_ only—without the exception of more than one, who lived 


9 months, 11 days. 
At the ſame time, where there is the expence of 2s. 

28. 6d. or 3s. a week for nurſing, there are dead upon 

9, only 1, which is per cent. - — — — IIs 
If the above account is rue, theſe are fortunate nur/es 

and favorite children; for in the country 2 on 6 are dead, 


or per cent. 233 
20. From the whole account it is evident that cſtom recon- 


ciles the moſt barbarous and ſavage practices, and that theſe 


— — ——ů—ůk — 


may paſs unnoticed in the moſt enlightened ages of religion. 


21. This pariſh is now under conſideration in parliament, 
not entirely on account of the mortality of children, which is 
not minutely known, but for other matters of oeconomical police. 


If it ſhall pleaſe heaven to put it under ſome good direction, 


we may hope, whether the pariſh rates be made higher or lower, 


whether adults eat bread of the fineſt flour, or ſome leſs milky 


white : whether they be fed with lumps of folid animal 
food, or good meſſes in which a proper quantity of meat is uſed: 
| 2 6 | 8 in 


1 — I 

in any caſe, I truſt the humanity of the governors will extend to 
the poor infants, as a valuable but diſtreſſed part of the human 
ſpecies. I ſay governors, becauſe I underſtand thoſe who may 
direct mean to be called ſo; and 'tis probable the poor will ſhew 
them more reſpect under this name, than that of pariſh-officers. 

Churchwardens and Overſeers will ſtill reſerve their name 
and office, but not an excluſive authority in the conduct 


of the poor, as appointed by the old law. This defect in the 


poors laws has often proved the bane of humanity. Indeed, 
where men of juſt and tender ſentiments are wanting, what- 


ever name they are under, there 2 and diſtreſs um 
abound. 


On the other hand, „ect veftries are conſidered as doin 
of parochial authority, and tempted to abuſe it. The juſt me- 


dium may be found in ſuch perſons as are totally diſintere ſted, | 


and capable of judging of the fitnefs of things, with candor 


and moderation, eſpecially men of this claſs who have ſerved in 


pariſh-offices. Such govetnors may reſtore ſuch an equitable go- 
vernment as will content the reaſonable part of mankind. As to 
the poor adults, it will not be eaſy to pleaſe the capricious, vici- 
ous, or lazy part of them; but judgment and candor, mix- 
ed with ſteadineſs and mercy, cannot fail of obtaining all that 
ought to be expected in an undertaking of ſome difficulty in the 
execution. | | f | 
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reached 4 months and 6 days: and of the 7 ſurviving, 2 


had not been a month in the houſe. 
Whereas we ſee by the force of 28. or 28. 6d. a week 


in the nurſes hands, even in. town, there is dead of theſe 


but 4 on 23, which is per cent. but — — 17 


In regard to the children under 7welve months old, 


of 9o poor infants, in ſpite of experience and humani- 


ty, 78 are nurſed in the workhouſe, and of theſe are dead 


64, or per cent, _—— — 82 
and they lived upon a medium 24 days and 8 hours, 
on- without the exception of more than one, who lived 
9 months, 11 days. | | 
At the ſame time, where there is the expence of 2s. 
28. 6d. or 3s. a week for nurſing, there are dead upon 
9, only 1, which is per cent. - oO. — 115 
If the above account is rue, theſe are fortunate nur/es 
and favorite children; for in the country 2 on 6 are dead, 


or per cent. 327 
20. From the whole account it is evident that cuſtom recon- 


ciles the moſt barbarous and ſavage practices, and that theſe 
may paſs unnoticed in the moſt enlightened ages of religion. 
21. This pariſh is now under conſideration in parliament, 
not entirely on account of the mortality of children, which is 
not minutely known, but for other matters of oeconomical police. 


If it ſhall pleaſe heaven to put it under ſome good direction, 


we may hope, whether the pariſh rates be made higher or lower, 


whether adults eat bread of the fineſt flour, or ſome leſs milky 


white: whether they be fed with lumps of ſolid animal 
food, or good meſſes. in which a proper quantity of meat is uſed: 
2 | | | in 


1 75 


in any caſe, I truſt the bans of the governors wall extend to 
the poor infants, as a valuable but diſtreſſed part of the human 
ſpecies. I ſay governors, becauſe I underſtand thoſe who may 
direct mean to be called ſo; and 'tis probable the poor will ſhew 
them more reſpect under this name, than that of pariſh-officers. 

Churchwardens and Overſeers will till reſerve their name 
and office, but not an excluſive authority in the conduct 
of the poor, as appointed by the o/d law. This defect in the 
poors laws has often proved the bane of humanity. Indeed, 
where men of juſt and tender ſentiments are wanting, what- 


ever name they are under, there 2 — diſtreſs my 
abound. 


On the other hand, ſelf veftries are conſidered as light 
of parochial authority, and tempted to abuſe it. The juſt me- 
dium may be found in ſuch perſons as are totally diſintereſted, 
and capable of judging of the fitnefs of things, with candor 
and moderation, eſpecially men of this claſs who have ſerved in 
pariſh-offices. Such governors may reſtore ſuch an equitable go- 
vernment as will content the reaſonable part of mankind. As to 
the poor adulte, it will not be eaſy to pleaſe the capricious, vici- 
ous, or lazy part of them; but judgment and candor, mix- 
ed with ſteadineſs and mercy, cannot fail of obtaining all that 
ought to be expected in an Dunn of ſome difficulty i in the 
execution, 
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tradeſmen (a) two of them being my own relations compoſ- 
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8 E . VII . 
Further Reaſons for a Parliamentary Enquiry into the State of 
the Infant Poor within the Bills of Mortality. 


HE F. H. being ſhut in March 1760, I could not 
but weigh in my thoughts the good which had been 


done by it, though I had long deplored the evil. This was re- 


moved, but that was alſo taken away. It was eaſy to foreſee 
that many of the pariſhes within the bills of mortality would re- 
vert to their old practices: I therefore determined to try to carry 
into execution, a deſign which I had formed in favor of the 
infant poor, ſenſible at the ſame time that the pariſhes in 
general would not heartily concur in any ſuch meaſure, I 
was encouraged. by the polite reception I met from the Earl 
of Shafteſbury, Lord Ward, the Rev. Dr. Meſs, and other Lords 
and Gentlemen who intereſted themſelves for the poor of the pa- 


riſh of St. George's Hanover quare. In my own. pariſh of St. 


Martin's in the Fields, I alſo found ſeveral worthy and creditable 


| (a) Mr. Richard Townſend, Woollen Draper to his Majeſty, and Thomas 
Balack, Eſq; one of the juſtices for Middleſex, and Linen Draper to the King. 
To the laſt of whom, in Feb. 1762, .I wrote the following letter : 
DAR SIR, 
It is with great joy I hear, that your preſent tins and overſeers, in- 
tend to ſend all the infant poor born in your workhouſe, or brought to it, into 
3 : . . | - the 


7 


1 6s J 
ing part of the veſtry ; I communicated my ſentiments to them 
the more freely, and they gave me very high impreſſions of 


the country to be nurſed. The general complaint againſt you is, that you have 
ſuffered overſeers to take on themſelves to diſpoſe of infants arbitrarily as they pleaſe. 


But could it ever be conceived, that theſe officers, being choſen by the pariſh, under - 


two juſtices of the peace (which pariſh your veſtry repreſents) ſhould give laws to 
the pariſh? And how it has entered the heart of any man, to recommend himſelf 
by parſimony, at the expence of the lives of his own ſpecies, when the richey 
of his country conſiſts chiefly in the numbers of working poor ; is a circumſtance. 
which the moſt barbarous ages could never have any conception of. 

Never ſurely was a more capital blunder committed in any civilized ſtate, or any 
Chriſtian country, than the doctrine of ſaving money to the pariſh, by ſuffering 
the infant poor to die ! The pariſh is a part of the community in the ſame manger, 
though in a greater degree, as a private family is part of it. A number of private 
families conſtitute a pariſh, and ſupport their own poor, not the poor of other pa- 
riſhes ; and you will ſee by the calculation incloſed, which is thought to be a mo- 
deſt one, that every child who dies, inſtead' of being a ſaving, creates a lil of 
prevents a gain, to the community of 1841. 35. 34. 222 p 
| Sad experience for half a century, in 6 Ul eh Tarts" re ive ahagde, 
that though it is certain deſtruction to infants to leave them to be nurſed in your 
workhouſes, or in places where numbers of adults are congregated, yet it has been 
continued, and the pariſhioners have been careleſs ſpeQators, 

To truſt the lives of infants, as is generally done, in the hands of perſons whoſe 
very ſituation in the workhouſe, in general, implies their being either careleſs or 


indolent, fickly or inſane, ſtupid, abandoned, or ſuperannuated, is ſhocking to hu- 


manity and common policy, 

I haye attended the deaths of near ten thouſand children, out of 15000, atk 
have been received by order of parliament in the Foundling Hoſpital ; and I know 
too well how the effects of the vices of the common people, particularly in theſe 
E Kreat cities, extend to their offspring: but for the ſame reaſon that common pro- 
ſtitution creates ſterility, the number of children born diſeaſed, I apprehend is not 


near ſo large as ſome pariſh-officers would have it thought. | 
As to illegitimate children and foundlings, they are for the moſt part born of 

8 and begotten in the warmth of good ale, beef, and pudding: 
Kk the 
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the gentlemen who compoſed their veſtry.' I have related 
what a happy change the pariſh-officers have made in their pa- 

riſn, 
the death of ſuch infants is therefore the more capital reproach. Children who are 
in the medium between theſe two extremes, ought, on the great principles of poli- 
cy and humanity, to have as fair a chance of life as the children of peers of the 
realm; and it would be ſo, but that policy and humanity have been long out of 
faſhion in pariſh governments. The evil has been long complained of, and no re- 
medy found but the Foundling Hoſpital, and this has proved as bad as the diſ- 
eaſe, ' | 

We are now endevoring to ſon things, to their primitive ſtate, and 4 the 
bleflings of heaven, repair the havoc of workhouſes as well as of the field. The 
deſign of a regular uniform regiſter will probably operate in this manner, It will 
be moſt truly honorable for the King's pariſh to take the lead, and the names of 
your veſtry, and the preſent churchwardens and overſeers, will deſerve to be tranſ- 
mitted down to poſterity with the higheſt commendations. 

If you purſue the plan propoſed, of giving good premiums to nurfes who preſerve 
the children you commit to their care (which was practiced with ſucceſs by the 
Foundling Hoſpital) you will make it the intereſt and the honor of the nurſes to 
ſave the children; or if you chuſe good women as nurſes, and pay them properly, 
you will turn the current of the bad opinion prevailing among the common people, 
namely, that pariſh officers never intend that pariſh infants ſhould live. 

In the mean while I recommend to your caution, to diſtinguiſh healthy children 
from diſeaſed, eſpecially ſuch as may have any venereal taints. You have greatly 
the advantage of the Foundling Hoſpital, becauſe you know the parents, and can 
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1:38 judge from thence of the ſtate of the child; but if the wife of the maſter of your 
| . i workhouſe, or any other woman having common ſenſe, is taught to examine and 

| i make the diſtinction; or if you have a medical gentleman to examine your chil- 
| | il pl dren when you ſend them to nurſe, and diſtinguiſh the clean from the foul, or the 

| Wl. | ſuſpected, you will then breed the two latter by hand, and not run any riſk of 
| 0 i hurting a nurſe, which but very rarely happens. This will give your children a 


reputation among nurſes, and you a title to examine alſo into the ſtate of the 
| health of nurſes, that no child be hurt by any of them, winch: is by far the more 
probable caſe. 
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1 1 
rim, where the devaſtation of infants had been rap full as 
great as in any other. 


2. In 1761 I examined the regiſters of all the pariſhes, from 
1750 to 1755 incluſive, and [ found that the deaths and diſcharges 
1 


Moreover when you cannot find good wet nurſes, and are obliged to wean 
children, I am told, and I have ſeen ſome inſtances, that females are in leſs danger 
without the breaſt than males; but this 1 muſt refer to the learned, remembering 
that in the view of population, the female is the moſt valuable. The order of 
Nature is the breaſt, The common deviation from it by women giving their 
children up to others to be ſuckled, miakes it almoſt impoſſible that all the children 
of the poor can be properly nouriſhed ; but it ſhould ever be remembered, that the 

breaſt even for a month, a week, or a day, may frequently ſave a life. And upon 
the whole, the more you encourage women who are not abandoned, to ſuckle their 
own children, the better it will be. | Wt 

If you mean to have your children bred to be ſtrong, uſeful; and virtuous, 

do not bring them back to London from their nurſes in the country, If you really 
mean to preſerve their lives, never think them ſafe in a workhouſe. Keep them 
where they are well ; *prentice them out there, and let London be recruited by 
ſtrong people, who have imbibed good ſentiments. In any caſe, remember that 
ſweet air is the balm of life ; and how theſe young perſons can partake of it freely, 
when mixed with the filthy or diſeaſed, the old or infirm, or with any great num- 
ber of adults, in any place, much more in ſuch rooms as workhouſes afford, is above 
my comprehenſion. | It is the faſhion of the times to love a crowd, but the ſmaller 
the number you bring together, old or young, fick or well, you may be aſſured 


the more healthy they will be, I heartily wiſh you ſucceſs, and am, with great 
truth, | 14 


Dear Sir, . 
Your moſt obedient, 


and affectionate ſervant, 


— 
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nearly made up the whole hiſtory of the lives of the pariſh 
infant poor. And theſe diſcharges ſeldom meant more than a 
delivery to the mother, after a few days or weeks reſidence. To 
mention fourteen of the moſt conſiderable, their fix years ac- 


count abovementioned ſtands thus : 


tenths. 1 . — _— — 


Pariſhes. 


St. George Hanover-ſquare 


of the beſt. 


St. Luke, Middleſex - = 
The worſt, no one elcaping through the 


whole year . 


St. Giles's in the Fields, and 


St. George's Bloomſbury - 
Sn bad. ry 


| | 
St. Andrew's above Bars, and 


St, Peorgs the Martyr - 
0 better. 


St. Ann Weſtminſter - + 
Now much improved. 


St. Saviour's Southwark - 
St. Paul's Shadwell - - - 


St. Martin's in the Fields 
Now ſo much mended. 


St. Margaret and St. John, 
Weſtminſter - =— - 
Lambeth - — — 


St. Giles without Cripplegate 
St. Botolph without Aldgate 
St. James Weſtminſter 


Born 


and 
received. 


Diſcharged. 


Dead. | 


— — _— A 
Remain 


alive in 


| 


Chriſt Church, Surry + | 


288 


53 


115 


228 


* 


53 
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3- Theſe ſmall remains being followed into the year 1756, 
it is probable we ſhould find they had the ſame fate as their 
predeceſſors, Thoſe who ſurvived till June, in that year, were 
conveyed to the F. H. then open for an indiſcriminate recep- 
tion; in conſequence of which, one life in three has been ſaved. 
Whether the health of the country children, under the diſadvan- 
tage of being brought a journey, was more than counterbalanced 
by the diſeaſes of the town children, (many of which were 
brought reeking from the womb) ſo as to form a judgment, if 
the living children are moſtly of the town or country produce, 


is a matter that will remain undecided. 


4. From this view of 6 years, it may be preſumed, that for 


ages before the opening of the F. H. for fuch general reception, 
the pariſh officers within the bills of mortality, ſported away 
the lives of many thouſand children. They acknowledged that 
a very inconſiderable number of thoſe born in workhouſes, 
or brought to them in infancy, were ever reared, and 
that the pious and politic intention of our good forefa- 
thers, were in this inſtance defeated. In fact, the office of an 
elder of the pariſh, a father of the poor, viz. a church-warden, 
or overſeer of the poor, with reſpect to the moſt helpleſs of 
mankind, was become a cruel exerciſe of authority, the officer 
acting as the wolf toward the lamb in the fable. If the child 
brought money, it was ſquandered, or deemed no object: if no 
money was brought, this was a ſecret reaſon why no expence 
ſhould be made upon it; and in either caſe the child became, a 

 facrifice, 
5. I hope it will be agreeable to the wiſdom of the legiſla- 
ture, to call for the ab/ftraf? of the regiſters, in order to an en- 
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L 290 2 
quiry into the regiſters themſelves, and in due time to examine 
into the hard fortune of this claſs of his majeſty's ſubjects, upon 
the foundation of the act of parliament for the regiſters. 

If the life of one ſubject is as ſacred as that of another, and 
no life can be loſt without ſolemn inquiſition, ſurely the whole 
ſtrength of legiſlation will interpoſe in defence of ſo many thou- 
ſands of ſuch innocent children as the courſe of years produces. 
And wherever there is an apparent want of knowledge or hu- 


manity, ſo that it is evident no perſwaſive law can operate, it 


may be preſumed, that a compulſive obligation will take place; 
at the ſame time that a due attention is paid to the pecuniary 
abilities and ſituation of individuals, that whilſt we are in pur- 
ſuit of mercy to children, we may commit no act of cruelty to 
men. Retroſpections in theſe caſes, anſwer as leſſons of in- 
ſtruction for future conduct: but beyond this, in ſuch mutable 
bodies, it would be a vain enquiry. 
6. I have in ſeveral places mentioned, how groſsly ſome of 
the pariſh accounts deviate from the act for the regiſter, as if 


the officers imagined no one would take any cognizance 


of their conduct, Whether all have committed their tranſac- 
tions in relation to theſe children to writing, even in their 


own books, is a queſtion they can beſt anſwer. FA 0þ 


7. Theſe gentlemen ſhould reflect, that whatever vulgar no- 
tions are entertained concerning informations, ſome breaches of 
laws proclaim themſelves ; and this is one of that kind. More- 
over it will be mercy to the infant, not malice to them, which 


may induce any one to enter a legal, formal information, ina 
matter of ſo, ferious a nature, : 


After 


71 1 


After making good laws for the welfare of the community, 


the maintaining and preſerving them from violation ought to be 


held next in rank and eſtimation. And when the good officer 


ſees any one neglect his duty, he will be the firſt to cry for mercy 
on the infant. My motives as a ſubjet?, a citizen, or a chriſtian, 
ought to be common; but I am alſo in a habit of thinking of 
ſuch objects, from being converſant with them, and that my 
relation to them as a man, . is ſtronger than any I bear to thoſe 
who ſtand in no need of any help from me. 

8. If theſe poor babes could tell how cruelly they kim been 
treated, the very ſtones (as was once ſaid on a more important 
occaſion) would cry out againſt the offenders. —If we feel fer 
liberty, are not the rights of children as ſacred as any other? If 


we conſider things in a religious view, is not man formed by his 
almighty creator for the preſervation his own ſpecies : and are 


we not prompted to conſult how beſt to preſerve and ſupport 
our follow creatures? Do we not depend on the poor, as well as 
as they on us? Do not our reaſon and affections unite to this 
common end ?—If a pariſh child may be ſuffered to periſh for 
want of the neceſſaries of life, ſo may any other child. But 


the Almighty has promiſed his rewards, and. threatened his 


puniſhments, for our negle& in the exerciſe of mercy and com- 
paſſion : are theſe poor babes excluded the divine philanthropy ? 
On the contrary, are we not perpetually reminded of the poor, 
as if the great parent of mankind, aur common father, is 
their more immediate friend and protector. 


Cuſtom may render us more ſavage than thoſe Indians who are 


ſaid to offer up their children as facrifices to their deitiet. They 
kill one now and then with a knife, or other inſtrument : is not 
2 $161) this 
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this leſs barbarous than frarving, over-laying, or lingering diſeaſes, 
_ contracted by ſleeping with filthy, unhealthy 2 or breath- 


ing putrid air. - 
Nor do we mean to wink at a cuſtom leſs civilized than that 


of China. The Pagan Chineſe, 1 am told, may legally drown 
their female children, but they ſeldom take any advantage of 


the law. Nature wars againſt it; but an Engliſh churchwarden 
or overſeer of the poor, within the bills of mortality, under 
the ſanction of his office, may ſuffer children to be ſtarved 


to death, or poiſoned with noxious air. Cuſtom authoriſes 


the practiſe, and he may go on in it from generation to 
generation; he may do all he can to wnds his country, and my 
paſs with impunity ! | 

9. In a political view, it is univerſally aſſented to, that the 
number of the working people (who muſt be poor, or they would 
not work). conſtitute the ſtrength, opulence, and capacity of 
defence in a nation.—In the ſame view, may we not conſider a 
child as we do a calf, a lamb, or a colt? They being ſo much 
leſs noble animals, arè ſooner reared, and are of ſome uſe, par- 
ticularly the two former, for their ſkins and fleſh, ſoon after 
they have ſeen the light. But if they are kept for their proper 
benefit of milk, fleſh, and ſkin, and the generous horſe for his 
ſervice, we compute that they will repay the charge. In the 
ſame manner, it is groſs ignorance -of the value of a human 
life, that makes us ſo careleſs about the infant pariſh poor. 

10.. Let us compute the value of a life in the mercantile 
ſtate of profit and loſs. X 

The charge of a pariſh, or any other poor child, I ſuppoſe to 
be in the 3 firſt years of _ at 3s. per week, clothing and all 


2 | ö included 


-> 


C731] 
Sort; : e e 1 22 
included (in the country) )) 23 8 
4 next years, ditto, at 25. 6d, per week, - 26 0.0 
6 next years (taking in the produce of his labor, | ; 
if he is put in any train of life,) cannot be | 
above 1s. per week, -  - = - = 15 12 xo; 
I ſuppoſe that 2 in 5 may, with decent care, "NT OY 
reared ; and that much the greateſt mortality i is 
in the firſt year, and the next 18 months. Put- 
ting this at a high computation of expence, to 
ſupply the mortality which may happen after 23 5 
years, we may reckon thus : _ Be | 
A child one whole year, at 35s. a week dead, - 30. f 
+ a child (which makes it equal to 2 in 5% ſaved) N 
on a medium of 4 years at 25. 6d. dead 5 ial | 0 


o A 


bouts ins K-24 gi En nyt 
11. Now let us ſee if the farmer or manufatturer, the baker, 
brewer, cook, butcher, or taylor, or any trade eſſential to life, 
were to pay for the ſupport of ſuch child, boy or girl, ſo 
brought up to the age of 14,—what would he or the render 
him? We may compute the medium of life fit for labor, to 
be till 36 years of age. Some die more early; ſome become 
ſickly, and ſome are ſtout till ty or three-ſcore. If we take 
the medium of life, for labor, to be 36 years, then there is 23 
years ſervice, after the age of 13. 23 Years at the computation 
of - nine-pence, value of labor gained for both f d. 
ſexes, (Sundays excepted) amounts to- = 269 19 

Deduct the charge, as mentioned, of - 85 16 

And there is a gain p - - = 184 3 
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If the experiment were tried, it is more 

than probable the maſter, if he hoarded the 

gains of a good ſervant for 23 years, would 

find himſelf at leaſt ſo much in pocket. We 

are to compute, that g pence a day is nearly 

11. 154. per ann. which on 4 millions of 

people (out of 7 millions ſuppoſed to be at 

work} makes - '- - = = = 47,000,000 *S @ 


And if we eſtimate the real expences of 

rich and poor, young and old, at 6/. 145. 6 d. 

each, it comes to = - 47,075,000 © © 
This in ſome meaſure ſupports the analogy of the computation. 
I reckon 7/. 165, even for a pariſh child for the firſt danger- 
ous year of life ; but this is the pay, and part of the ſupport of 
the nurſe. as well as the child; and if the labor of 23 years is 
{et at its full value, ſo is the charge of childhood. 

12. With reſpe& to the conduct of the pariſh officers in 
queſtion, an Engliſhman. ſurely never meant to be cruel; it is 
againſt his nature, it is againſt his. genius and turn of mind. 
The officers themſelves, who thus tranſgreſs, mean no harm: 
they only ſuffer it by the farce of cuſtom. It is want of conſidering 
the value of a life, it is a miſtake with regard to duty. They 
know there is ſomething to be ſaved, but they miſtake the object; 


they ſave the money when they ſhould fave the e. They 


may not comprehend, that if his majeſty had twice as many 
ſubjects as he has, there would be the more riches in the 
country. Find employment of ſome kind or other, and there 
is no danger of our being. over-run with numbers.—But in any 


caſe, I hope they will. no longer think of ſaving the money, 
4 | and 


N 


and loſing the e, more than they would gain the world and 
hoſe their ſouls. If the ſhedding of innocent blood is a fin of 
the blackeſt dye, whatever appears indifferent, whether a child lives 
or not, has ſomething in it that is horrible. And if, by a cruel 
exaction of unneceſſary hardſhips, we may deſtroy a man, more 
eaſily may we, by cruelly with-holding what is a neceſſary proviſion, 


deſtroy a child. I hope they will think of theſe things, and 


that in conſequence of it, * choiceſt bleſſings will attend 
them. 

13. Let what will be done by the F. H. in tele of the infant 
poor in diſtreſs, upon the principle of the propoſal that follows, 
to form a juſt idea of what is paſſing in pariſhes in relation to 
young perſons, (who are the moſt valuable of any taken into 
workhouſes) the pariſh officers ought to account for children 
ſomewhere, for theſe cannot plead their own cauſe. My ſpe- 
culation regards children only, and I would follow them cloſe 
from the womb, till they are placed out in the world; that 
juſtiee may be done them. 

14. To call for the abſtracts of the regiſters may be enough for 
the preſent, but hereafter I ſhould rejoice to hear a reſolution of 
the H. of C. that each pariſh reſpectively, within the bills of 
mortality, ſhall annually give a diſtin& account, according to 
a form preſcribed, of the name, time when born or received, 
age when placed out, to whom placed, where living, what trade, 
what money given, and other particulars, of every child the 
pariſh places out in the year, This might be a means of com- 
pleting a work which the regiſter leaves imperfect. 
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SECT. VIII. 


| Propoſal for ſending all Children under four years old to the F. H. 


from ſuch pariſhes as appear unable or unwilling to preſerve them; 
the fame to be done upon terms to be agreed. 


T 1s in vain to conſider the value of any thing, if we muſt 

part with it before it is fit for uſe or ornament.—Upon 
the ſame principle, if there are , pariſhes incapable of preſerv- 
ing the lives of children, from whatever cauſe it may ariſe, hey. 
ought in all reaſon to look out for ſome effectual aſſiſtance, and. 
if they do not, thoſe who are ſpectators, and mean to do * 
or prevent evil, muſt do it for them. 

2. Conſideripg what numbers of children there are, whoſe 
mothers are dead, or loſt to them, in theſe great cities, or 
grown vicious and unfit to be truſted with their own children; 
or the child, being illegitimate, it may not in all caſes be 
conveniently ſhewn to the world : If the mother is in diſtreſs 
for bread, or uſed to a better air than is found in a work- 
houſe, and therefore finds it next to death to be in a work- 
houſe, or is aſhamed to throw herſelf, with her child, on charity : 
Conſidering alſo, how many Foundlings there are, whoſe mothers 
are totally concealed : In theſe various circumſtances, if ſome 
proviſion is not made, more effectual than many pariſhes now 
provide, in the eye of humanity and religion, the land muſt 
Na if it is not in too ſtrong a ſenſe 5 with infant blood. 

4 | 3- 80 


1 


3. So far the matter reſts on the ſame foundation as in the 


time of Capt. Coram, who ſeemed to have too diffuſe an idea, 
or too little knowledge of his ſubje@ reſpecting our wants in 


theſe cities, to propoſe any effectual remedy for them. 


In this general view, the ſuperiority of the F. H. is apparent, 


inaſmuch as it has preſerved 1 in 3, to be 8, 9, and 10 years 
old, as we now ſee before our eyes. The calculation of the 
pariſh officer, as I have heard ſome of them ſay, when he thinks 
of preſerving any, is but 1 in 5. The F. H. received by thou- 
ſands, the pariſhes only by hundreds. If the F. H. were to re- 
ceive by hundreds only, it is probable it might fave 2.in 8. if 
not 1 in 2. 

4. I vill not make any nee at the expence of my ve- 
racity, tho' I ſhould have been civilly treated by the F. H. but 
what appeats to me to be true, and for the ſervice of my coun- 
try, that I mean to ſay, at leaſt on his oceaſion. I am clear in 
opinion, that if the F. H. had continued to receive in ſuch 
numbers as four thouſand per annum, they would not have 
preſerved 1 in 3, nor 1 in 4,. nor known how to manage the 
thouſands they might preſerve. I do not ſuppoſe ſo much vir- 
tue to be exerciſed in behalf of children under any corporation 
government, or under a notion of their being deprived of pa- 
rental connections, as will be ſufficient to countervail the very 
origin of all government under the great. Lord and Parent of 
mankind. The zeal and attention of a few, in a new ſcheme; 
may operate in a pleaſing manner for. a while, and anſwer. the 


purpoſe of correcting ſome abuſes ;. but in the general view of 


parental and filial connections, we may conclude with the poet; 


„God never made his works for man to mend.“ * 
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5. It is very demonſtrable from the cleareſt facts, that the 
plan of an indiſcriminate reception here, confounded the ma- 
terial diſtinction of town and country, with regard to the danger 
of infants lives. It encouraged the exerciſe of arbitrary power 
in general through the kingdom, in the moſt tender part of pro- 
perty, by the pariſh officer enticing women to part with their 


children, and frequently forcing them from the breaſt. Inſtead 


of promoting the great rule of retaliation, with regard to the 
lawleſs commerce of the ſexes ; by the great facility of throw- 
ing children into this grand reſervoir, it prevented marriage, 


and injured the morals of both male and female. 


6. It is no leſs obvious on the other hand, and onght to be 
equally inſiſted on, that this hoſpital being properly reſtricted, it 
will be productive of the greateſt good. It is generally our 
misfortune to go into extremes; and this has been the caſe in 
regard to the F. H. From doing too much we do nothing. 

7. When it is conſidered, and duly. examined, how unfit 


| many of the pariſhes are to be truſted with the lives of infants, 


and what difficulties ſome find in the execution of their office, 


the utility of the F. H. will be apparent beyond all contradic- 


tion. There hath not yet been any ſuch effectual legiſlative en- 
quiry made, as is neceſſary to reform the abuſes exiſting. A ge- 


neral inſpection, and a fair and judicious report of the circum- 


ſtances of each pariſh being made, ſuch regulations may be pre- 


' ſcribed by authority, as the exigency requires. Some pariſhes 


have been reformed, others which I have mentioned are now un- 
der reformation, and ſeveral may be eaſily put on a better footing. 
How far the moſt offending may be truſted to give a free conſent, 
where expence is in queſtion, and conſequently to deliver a fair 

| and 


6 
* 
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and open detail of their paſt and preſent ſituation, I muſt leavo 
the world ta determine. 

8. Ican only hope the H. of C. will be pleaſed to call for all 
the abſirafs of the regiſters, if not the regiſters themſelves, 
ſince June 1762, to December 1765 incluſive, now in the hands 
of the company of pariſh elerks ; and in due time order an in- 
ſpection to be made, that as the caſe may appear, ſuch pariſhes 
as uſe workhouſes and places unfit for infants to Ii, in, may 
be obliged ta recur to the F. H. 

9. I alſo hope that whatever notions ſome of the gover- 
nors of that hoſpital have entertained of their dignity in a 
corporate capacity, on the principles of a F. H, or literally a- 
greeably to the charter for the maintenance and education of ex- 
poſed and deſerted young children, they will do themſelves the ho- 
nor to ſtand forth as the protectors of the real diſtreſſed in- 
fant, whether he is a founding or not. The intention of the 
act for the regiſter may be improved, into the making every 
pariſh which is able to preſerve infants a true F. H. for their 
own diſtreſſed children : but every one that is not able to do this, 
ought to be obliged to have recourſe to the corporation of the 
F. H. 

10. It is more eaſy for 147 pariſhes to take care of 60 or 
80 children each, if in a courſe of years they have ſo many 
alive, than for an hoſpital to take care of tens of thouſands.. 
The ſcheme ſeems to be as abſurd as the idea of univerſal no- 
narchy formerly imputed to the extravagancy of French pre- 
ſumption. The common people's calling the regiſter act, An 
act for keeping children alive, is a plain indication they underſtand! 
it. to be of that tendency ; and conſidering that ſeveral pariſhes 

4 2 


- 
— hw 4 — — 22 


- * . — 4 * - C y i E 
. -A _ k — 3 * . 2 TL. OE w 4 * - \ 
bs \ — * A — * 2 p —_ g b b us F « - 1 * 
2 u — — 22 =» SSf% * — + — — * Are - i 2 * . — a W 7 - * a 3 l 
" = 
n . ig „ 5 N — 9 "x P » - — 0 — — - 7 a 1 — * * * „ < — — hu N 1 

. ' 7 t . 25 88 — . = — 8 Ferne 2 £ 

W ” ps N * g . l — * 5 1 — — x — — * 2 — — — —— 0 —- F * J 8 - p > wa . 4 

A . wad; wy 3 — — * 3 8 Y 6 — ah 

1 * 2 * 4 * a , - - » . - "a * A - 1 . 

f # * „ — d 4 n - — —— — 4 „ — — pr FOES 222 LS 4b a, Lat ef 222 be * - ro "+ 2 Tae — — — — — — —— — by _ * * 
8 n 4A wn" : 1 n "Fre _ e 2 p bY x n * * = . Y —_— 4 5 4 pm 4 7 
= p 7 5 . & ny * : N 1 * 5 * 2 . Y 5 - 
* . 7 * * 2 e N 8 7 ; 4 4 , 0 A N 6 P f 2 Y —_— 2 — — 
: „ WEE > 6 * * 3 — > — 4 A : . o wet . * - = . — as . - 7 
: - - — 4 * — = ON 22 : 
n — = * : \ As +, RE * 2 F * ys * 2 bak, 7 4 =] F * ä . * * 0 * 4 2 9 * 4 * * * nw . * a4 9 
A K 4 * * * * 4 * A N 2 * 1 < ” — % E 2 7 71 4 4 |" . * 4 1 © 5 Me. 24 * 3 * * 7 : 5 by 
"Pq << *> s Þ ae #4 , a —— — 7 — is. - * - —_ = * _ . — , = —_ * ; —_ — ä EOS — q > 0» ws > — 252 - = __ 
2 : - 3 — - - _ 8 
” 
% 
. 
. 
. 


- 


1 TY — — 


— 


— — . — 


. 
S1 
— 4 2 * 4 2 


„ I 
fa Wy 17.7 a — » 
-4 — «th. + 
4 3 __ Y 9 FS 
82 * < * i 
. oy K * 2 * lc 8 "4 = 
3 . 1 2 * pos” 
— * * s — 


L 3 


are already moved by humanity, to be attentive to the legiſlative 


authority in the preſervation of the lives of children, others 


will improve on the example. This will appear not only on 


the face of the regiſters, but by their giving poor women a 
ſhilling or eighteen pence, or perchance ru ſhillings a week for a 


' eertain time, to aſſiſt them in nurſing their own children, which 


is by far the ſafeſt method in many caſes. 

11. As every thing in this country depends on faſhion, 
it may imits turn become faſhionable for pariſhes to preſerve the 
lives of the infant poor within the bills of mortality. But it maſt 
be thoſe who are humane, and can command money for the purpoſe. 

12. If any pariſh cannot, or more properly will not uſe ſuch: 
endevors to keep their children alive as reaſon. and experience 
ſuggeſt to be neceſſary, and a greater proportion die than 
ought to go off the ſtage of life in the common courſe of na- 
ture, ſuch pariſh ought ſurely to be obliged to apply to the 
F. H. and thank heaven there is ſuch: an inſtitution. And 


if this were the caſe, the governors of that hoſpital” would 


know what they were about. They would adminiſter a remedy 
where they were ſure of a djeaſe, and act as friends to their | 
country and mankind, without doing-any miſchief. — 
13. If the governors of the F. H. will enter into the ſpirit 
of ſuch a plan, they muſt conſider how to ſubdue the difficulties 
that may ariſe. I hope they will not conjure up any upon a 
ſuſpicion of being leſs maſters of the children, for then they 
may caſily fruſtrate the pureſt and moſt conſiſtent dictates of 
policy and humanity. Such a plan as this will do much better 


in this country than ſeparating. parents and children for ever. 
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2 quite different purpoſe, if that purpoſe cannot be made to an- 
ſwer. If the mode being changed, and new powers are neceſ- 


_ fary, let them be conſidered. But a charter which doth no 


good, or the proper uſe * it never r1g6tly underſtood, is a pam- 
Paus nothing. 


I am perſuaded the ſh who dire mean well, and 1 


hope will maturely conſider their meaning. It is better late 5 


than never. Something of this kind ſhould have been done ſo 
long fince as 1739, when Captain Coram ſucceeded in obtaining 
the charter in queſtion. It might then have become a ſubſtantial 
object, and preſerved at leaſt twenty or thirty thouſand lives which 
-have been loſt, without hurting the hair of one infant s head, 


5 who was not otherwiſe in greater danger. 


14. If nothing i done in this way, or there ould = appear 
to be any necgſity for doing any thing in it; I queſtion much if 
they-can conſiſtently find any other object wherein they may be 


| employed, without mixing a great portion of evil with the good, 1 


And if the laſt proves to be the caſe, they may be contented . 
with the good they intended; and when they have placed out 
their children now on hand, reſign their office. But for my own 
part, I. ſee not how we can give up the F. H. call it by what other 


name we pleaſe, without cutting down the only prop there is 


to prevent ſome hundreds of children yearly being buried in the 
ruins of humanity by ſeveral of the pariſhes in queſtion. 
15. I remember ſome of the leading members of the F. H. mak- 
ing light of the regyfer in queſtion, alledging, that pariſh-officers 
had no right to ſend children into the country to be nurſed, with- 
out the conſent of their parents; and that their parents were per- 
verſe and would not conſent. As if a parent ſhould ſay, You 
. N | = 5 5 « ſhall 
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. Poul take my child, but I will dictate to you how you ſhall 

„ nurſe and preſerve it, or how you ſhall deftroy it.” The fact 
contradicts this notion. If the governors of the F. H. ſhould 
think it neceſſary to be veſted with authority to retain a child, 
the ſame powers they already poſſeſs may anſwer; at the worſt, 
the caſes wherein they will be called on to do what they may 
not approve, cannot be more than the pariſhes are now ſubject 
to; they will probably not be ſo many. We muſt not frighten 
ourſelves with apprehenſions of evil, and make our fears in- 
ſtrumental to the defeat of our own purpoſes: they will not 
be ſubject to many capricious exactions. 

16. Let what will happen, it is evident that in a country 
where the poor are provided for, as with us, no diſtreſs can coun- 
tenance a plan which forcibly tends to annihilate all parental 
tenderneſs and authority, all filial and fraternal love. This ſeems 
to be putting the ax to the root of free government and pure 
religion. In countries where mere foundling hoſpitals prevail, it 
is but a wretched traffic, imperfectly calculated to ſupply the 
want of a poors rate, and to provide for the vicious indulgences 
of the clergy to whom marriage is not permitted. 

17. That ſome parents are worſe than no parents, is indubita- 
ble; and ſo are ſome members of the community, in the vul- 
gar phrafe, not worth hanging; but this authoriſes no one to 

drag them to the gallows. The world, fince the crime of Adam, 
never was without fore parts, and numberleſs blemiſhes, nor do 
I expect it ever will be; but there are ſome general rules by 
which we muſt mark out the road to virtue and happineſs, both 
to individuals and a ſtate ; and the great land-mark from which 

we muſt take our departure, is parental love and filial duty. 
| 1358. Upon 


[ 83 


18. Upon the whole, ſome of theſe pariſhes malt be compelled 


to do one of theſe things; they muſt ſend their children to 


nurſe in a proper manner in the country; or take other ſalutary 
and effectual meaſures, which I do not comprehend, for their 
preſervation : or they muſt deliver them to the F. H. 


The great evil ariſes from the want of attention in pa- : 


riſhioners; and this I fear is too aptly ſet forth in a letter I 


have lately read /a. 
If 


(a) Extract of a letter from Honeflus, to the Gazetteer, the 21fſf March, who, 
after complaining of the intrigues of churchwardens to keep power in their 
hands, recommends to pariſhioners, as the only expedient, as follows ; 


< 1, That the reputable houſe-keepers in general, of every pariſh, "make it 2 
point on the election day, to give an early and punctual attendance at church 
at the time appointed, or rather before, to converſe together andy look round 
among themſelves, for a proper ſet of officers. Such a numerous and reſpect- 
able appearance of diſintereſted gentlemen, will check and over-awe the junto, 
and prepare the way for a regular, calm, and fortunate election. | 

2. Mark well, which way the drunken intereſt points, (for they cannot hide 
themſelves) and all unite to oppoſe an election which has been SN _ 
clandeſtinely carried over your heads, 

3. Let this oppoſition be general to all the officers of their propoſing, that are 
known to herd with them. You muſt break the combination at once, by chuſing 
e ſet of officers, whoſe hands are clean, and totally free of all connection 
410 e cabal; without this all will be in vain. If you could chuſe two or 
three angels to ſerve along with a remnant of the old ſort, they cannot ſerve you, 
they might plague themſelves, but the benefit ariſing to the public would be very 
imperceptible ; and they muſt either run with 3 or be 5 
variance and enmity. 

4. Above all things, guard againſt men who are known to be of arbitrary prin- 
ciples, who have ſhewn themſelves eager ts dragoon pariſhioners into pernicious mea- 
ſures, by the terrors of the law, rather than confult the body of pariſhioners ; cn 
quences of chuſing them muſt be laſting and fatal. 
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If, notwithſtanding the great tenderneſs of che legiſlature, 


in making a law expreſsly for the purpoſe; and pointing out 


by a ſchedule, or form of a regiſter, what was expected to 


be done, they regard it fo little, as after three and a half years, 


to make a proper proviſion in the country only for 74 in 995, 
under 12 months old; and of 800 ſtill in imminent danger, for 
a yet ſmaller proportion; what are we to expect hereafter of 
thoſe who are the moſt deficient ? 

19. It is obvious if this deſign takes place, the pariſhes 
ſending their children to the F. H. muſt pay for their nurſing 
to the time of their death, if they die, or till they are returned 
to parents or friends, or placed out. If there is any pariſh in 


| theſe vaſt cities ſo miſerably poor, in a comparative view, 


5. Strive to chuſe men of congruent principles, and liberal ways of thinking, 
who will glory in each others company to unite their joint efforts to ſerve the 
public. 

6. If fortunate enough to make a delicate, judicious choice of men, whom you 
can confide in, apply to the gentlemen elected, to inform them, that the pariſh 
does not want their money, but ſtands in need of. their ſervice ; that it is not 
meant as a trap to catch fines, but to engage men of honor and ability in the ſer- 
vice of the public. | 

7th, and laſtly, Though I recommend a ſpirited, vigorous oppoſition to the pre- 
concerted meaſures of an over-bearing party, yet I would equally recommend 
moderation, good humour, and a calm temper, as the ſureſt means of compaſſing 


the deſireable end abovementioned.” He then goes on; 


<« As I may not, probably, have leiſure to addreſs the public on this ſubje& before 
the critical day be'over, which will determine the fate of pariſhes for the enſuing 
year, I will conclude with my hearty and ſincere wiſhes for ſucceſs to all honeſt 
intentions, and laudable endevors, that all things may be done decently and in 
order, and for the beſt putpoſes of promoting peace and tranquility on the moſt 
ſure and permanent foundation, —truth, honeſty, virtue, and pablic ſpirit.” 


LY 

as to be unable to levy a poor's rate adequate to this want, they 
will of courſe plead their mability to ſend the children to the - 
F. H. 70 pay for their nurſing. If this ſhould tempt them to re- 
ject any diſtreſſed infant whom they ought to receiye, or re- 
ceive them in order that they may die in their hands, which I 
am ſorry to think is no extravagant ſuppoſition; if there are 
ſuch pariſhes, the F. H. might accept ſo much the ſmaller 
weekly allowance, and ſupply the defects by their own little 
funds; ſhewing the caſe to the world, and truſting providence, 
in hopes the benevolence which ſuch a humane conduct would 
naturally call forth, would engage the attention of the pious and 
munificent. If this failed, collections might be made, by author- 
ity, from the richer pariſhes to ſupply the poorer. There are 
many reſources which neceſſity may point out. Whatever 
means reaſon and experience ſuggeſt, the end ought to be 
purſued. In the mean while, this muſt be apparent as the 
ſun in his meridian glory; the F. H. would be no longer an. 
object of jealouſy, diſguſt, or indignation, but of love, approba- 
tion and applauſe. If it did not appear as a deity with præter- 
natural power to raiſe children from the grave, it would be 
veſted with the office of a guardian angel, to ſnatch them out of 
the jaws of it. 

Thus the hoſpital might produce theſe children to the world, 
as ſo many living monuments of the moſt exalted policy, the 
tendereſt humanity, and the pureſt religion, whilſt it ſhined 
forth as an example to engage the /ove of every good pariſh: 
officer, and the fear of thoſe, whoſe conduct might remain in. 
any reſpe& doubtful. 


3 20... I: 


[ 8 3 
20. I ſet forth in the title of this ſection, by ſuppoſing 
children might be ſent from ſome pariſhes, as far as four years 
of age. If they are orphans, and have no immediate proſpect 
of being taken out by any friend or parent, there ſeems to. 
ariſe as ſtrohg reaſon againſt keeping them in ſuch workhouſes, 
even at ſeven years old, as do not preſerve infants, as for the in- 
fants themſelves. If the F. H. ſends ſuch children to proper 
inſpectors in the country, not approving of keeping them in 
towns, and places them out early, ſo that their health and 
morals may be preſerved, is it not giving a noble employment 
to the hoſpital, and ſaving ſubjects to the ſtate ? The charge 
in this caſe may be made lighter to the pariſhes, as the time 
the child will be at their expence will be ſhorter ; and we may 
be ſure pariſh officers will not bring ſuch children wantonly. 
This article is ſecondary to the other of infants; but when one 
is digeſted, it may be hoped the other will be taken under con- 
ſideration, ſo that no good, which can be done, may be omitted. 
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„Er. IX. 


Same a on the Emplhoymine, Chthing, Expence, Diet, 
Cleanlineſs, &c. neceſſary to the welfare of the Poor, particu- 


" young * | 


HERE cannot be a principle more ſelf-evident than 

this: Where proviſion of all neceſſaries is provided. 

whether little or much work be done, there little work will be 

done. At the ſame time it ſhould be conſidered how to make 

labor as pleaſant, or to ſpeak more to the heart, as little ir4/ſome 

as poſſible, and with a tender regard to. the meaſure of a young 
perſon's ſtrength of body or mind. 

2. A judicious tranſition from the book to the hom, the ſpade, 
the hoe, the knitting-needle, &c. may render all pleaſant, eſpe- 
cially if the book, at the ſame time that it teaches to read- 
and inſtru, ſupplies entertainment to the fancy. 

3. An early habit of the labors of the field, eſpecially i in the 
country, ſeems to be neceſſary. Tools for gardening being a- 
dapted to children's ſtrength, it is amazing how eaſily they ac- 

quire a facility in the uſe of them, as they do in common life, 
to drive a cart, or a plough, or attend cattle. 

4. But as it is their fortune to depend on the labor of 
their own hands, wherever there is an opportunity of teaching, 
they ſhould learn the ſeveral duties of domeſtic life. 

Whether a boy is intended for the ſea or the field, domeſtic - 
- ſervice, or mechanic arts, it is probable he will depend on his 
4 | ow! 
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on n induſtry and ſkill to keep his perſon in a EAR manner. 


Therefore what can be more uſeful to teach him, whilſt he is 


young, than to mend his own clothes, (ſhoes excepted) and 
to knit his own ſtockings, that he may have an early ſenfe of the 
benefits of induſtry. Being always whole and tight in his 
garments, and ſaving his money, he will hereafter teach his own 


children to follow his example. Thus acquiring a habit of 


cleanlineſs, and a decent reſpect for his own perſon, it will 
be the beſt preſerygtive of his comfort, and an antidote againſt 


that vice and profligacy which predominates amongſt common 


people, eſpecially when wy become dirty or. ragged, as exper 
rience proves. 

5. With regard Singles, no 2 . e "of Dad upd 
men, it is fo much their peculiar province to handle the needle, 
that they cannot be truly uſeful to themſelves or others 
without it. Therefore they ſhould be taught not only to mend, 
but to mate their own cloathing ; - alſo to make and mend 
houſhold linen, and to clean what elſe regards the kitchen and 


table. If any thin frock is neceſſary to wear, as a cover to their 
clothes, with a view to keep them clean, it ought to be provided. 


Such articles of oeconomical inſtruction are not generally attend- 
ed to in the education of ſuch poor children, tho' their bread 
ſo much depends on this kind of labor; and their ideas ne- 


eſſarily enlarge in ponies as they ſee the immediate uſeful- 
neſs of their own ii 
"=—_ need any 5 of this kind prevent the girls or 
ys ſpinning, or, Alen they are big enough, weaving ; but 

— ſhould be conſidered as a ſecondary, not a primary, con- 
— ſideration: 
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ſideration: for if the children are not prenticed to ſpinners or 
weavers, their knowledge will hardly be of much uſe to them. 

6. I have heard it remarked by ſome judicious perſons, that 
a child is half the fixture he ever will be of at three years of 
age: and I have obſerved that pariſh children are generally 


ſmall. The ſame has alſo appeared to me in regard to the 
Joundlings, though it i thatthe moſt part of theſe have c 
_ been wer muſes. People of ſmall Rature bare not always the 
| leaſt ſtrength or beauty; but we are naturally ambitious of be- 
ing tall as well as comely. And indeed attention ſhould be had 
to the breed of men in a nation, as to the breed of 4orfes, fovep, 
or cows, as much as the nature of the thing, and the liberties 
of the people admit. Whatever tends to promote health in the 
pure air of a village, is much better for the animal as well us the 5 
rational part; than the more impure air and vicious cuſtoms of | | 
great cities, and large towns. 
7. We perpetually complain of the San 
of life. As riches have increaſed, ſo has luxury, and with this an 
- impatience of gratifications ; ſo that from the landlord down to 
the laborer we prey on each other. However, it is not contra- 
dictory to recommend parſimony at the very moment we com- 
plain of ſo many infant poor being farved. We often go into 
extremes: we ſpend ſo much even for our adults in pariſh houſes, 
that ſome cannot, or think they cannot ſpare any thing for in- 
fants ; at leaſt it is ſo in many pariſbes in. Theſe cities, and this is the 
cauſe of ſo hideous a mortality of their infants, But it alſo ariſes 
- from the want of knowledge, and of the practice i. welt | 
money anſwer all neceſſary purpoles. 
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8. With regard to an ample ſupply of animal food, as the na- 
tion has grown richer, I apprehend we have conſumed more. We 
have happily increaſed the growth of corn, for foreign as well as 
home expence, but it may be feared we ſhall have the leſs paſture 
land. It muſt follow that we ſhould have greater plenty of ani- 

mal food, and enrich the ſtate and individuals, and promote in- 
duſtry by our gain, if whilſt we acquire a ſufficiency of corn 
for exportation, we conſume ſomewhat leſs bread and meat. 
What is great abundance in all other countries that I have 
ſeen, is great ſcarcity with us. The very poor think themſelves 
wretched, and ſo do our domeſtic ſervants, if they do not jill 
their bellies, as it is vulgarly called; and they do l them, and 
conſume more ſolid food than they need, and conſequently cre- 
ate a larger expence than is neceſſary. 


9. The remedy of this evil ſeems to depend much on the 
ſimple method of preparing diet, whereby both the animal and 
farinaceous ſubſtance may go farther. It is well known that 
an excellent dinner may be prepared for leſs than #wo-pence 
each, where 15 or 20 perſons eat together, or where a part of a 
family is compoſed of women and children. The meſs may 

even furniſh three or four ounces of meat, not of the moſt 
_ expenſive parts of an ox, a ſheep, or a hog, but what is equally 
good. Meat, vegetables, and roots being properly boiled toge- 
ther, is. the only ſecret by which the very water is converted 
into ſubſtantial aliment. This requires a little pepper and ſalt, 
and to be thickened with bread or oatmeal}; the laſt I apprehend 
to be the beſt. But here we are alſo deficient : the oatmeal we 
uſe is not clean, and generally in a ſtate of fermentation or pu- 
trifaction: we ſhould introduce I- dried clean oatmeal, ſuch as 

the 
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rhe King uſes for the ſeamen, on which there is no loſs : we might 


then be ſure of ſtrengthening our meſs, and rendering it no leſs 


agreeable than comfortable and nouriſhing. Where fring is want- 
ing, there more cheeſe may be conſumed ; otherwiſe I conſider 
the meſs above-mentioned as preferable to cheeſe or butter. A 
cuſtom of this kind might alſo encourage ſo much gardening as 
is neceſſary to produce the vegetables and roots; and the landlord 
would find his account in 2 allowing ſmall ſpots of land to his 
cots or houſes. 

10. Milk is confeſſedly a happy —_ of diet, eſpecially for 
young perſons; and we enjoy a much greater abundance of it 
than the people who live in hotter or colder climates. 

11. In general we alſo make our bread too white, which is 
another national expenſive prejudice. And how ſhall ſhe pre- 


pare the good dinner I have juſt mentioned, who lays out the 


two-pence in tea and ſugar? Are not our very poor diſtreſſed 
by this extravagant expence, which has little to recommend it 
but that it brings in a large revenue, according to the fancy of 
the people : : but ſurely the/poor cannot. in the ſame breath com- 


plain of want, if they will be ſo fupidly- negligent of their own 


comfort and ſupport. Ties: 

12. I do not mean to abridge the poor of a reaſonable quan- 
tity, but I believe they often times eat more than they need; 
eſpecially thoſe that ſit ſtill and doze away their time. It is a 
vulgar notion, that a young perſon cannot eat too much. I be- 
lieve they often die of repletion, and more ſuddenly than adults; 
granting that all animals which are ſtrong and live long, eat 


more in proportion to their bulk than others of the ſame ſpecies 


of more ſlender appetites; yet it doth not follow but that the 
N. ſtrong 
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ſtrong may be guilty of exceſs. The quantity neceſſary depends 
in a great meaſure on habit, and likewiſe on the degree in 
which we toil and labor. — 

13. Conſidering the pariſh poor as the object under our im- 
mediate deliberation, particularly children, I am perſwaded 
we might, partly by the increaſe of their induſtry, without 
the leaſt act of tyranny, or want of humanity ; and partly by 
mere cookery of their diet, diminiſh not increafe the expence of 
pariſhes, and yet provide very amply for infants. With regard 
to their helpleſs ſtate, the ſupport of a young child, without a 
mother, ſhould be confidered as more expenſive than the main- 
tenance of a grown perſon: whereas according to the uſual com- 
putation in ſome faughter workhouſes, no expence at all is 3 
upon them. 

14. In regard to their beveridge, though I think tea and ſugar 
for the conſumption of the poorer part of the people is a glar- 
ing abſurdity ; I am for promoting our own produce, I would 
encourage the uſe of good cheriſhing ſmall beer; I conſider it as 
adapted to our climate, and peculiarly correſpondent with the 
ſtate of the laboring poor. It chears, invigorates, and nouriſhes: 
without it our lower claſſes would not be half the people they 
are, The revenue is nouriſhed by it : firſt by the tax on malt, 
and next by the labor that beer produces. But when beer is too 
new or too old, young perſons or old ones had better drink good 
water, as the poverty of many obliges them to do. 

15. As to young perſons living as much in the open air r 2 
the ſeaſons will admit, it is the way to acquire health; but I 
apprehend the head ſhould have covering, as pariſh children have, 
de it ever ſo light or ſo ſmall. There is alſo a medium in point 

of 


(Ez 
of dreſi, which every climate points out to the people of the 
whole earth. Ours requires a coat and waiſtcoat, which is a 
ſecret, I ſuppoſe, that hath been diſcovered ever fince our fore- 
fathers diſcontinued the uſe of ſkins of beaſts, or the manufac- 
tory of wool was known. Let the under-garment be made of 
ever ſo flimfy a woollen cloth, it ſerves for warmth in winter, 
when a coat is buttoned, and coolneſs in fummer, when it 
is opened. Heat and cold operate equally to prevent the vigor of 
conftitutions. We muſt conſider what is comfortable to the 
body, or we ſhall not nouriſh the animal part, fo as to become 
tall, ſtrong, or beautiful. When refinements are made againſt 
zature, the generally ſhew us a trick in the iſſue. 

16. What is moſt wanted in all public aſſemblings of poor 
or rich, is ſiueet aw. Where numbers are congregated, it is im- 
poſlible to preſerve the air pure, without the aſſiſtance of ven- 
tilation, and ſometimes not with it. | 

17. It is found to be of the greateſt advantage in an infirma- 
ry, to uſe a boiler with herbs, with a tin tube to communicate 
the ſteam to the room. This medicates the air, and is of fove- 
reign efficacy, contributing to the ſpeedy recovery of patients, 
and the ſafety of thoſe that viſit them. It has been proved by 
ſome years experience in the F. H. 


18. The hanging up linen cloths dipt in vinegar, 5 dm 
article of great importance to correct a putrid air; and I am 
amazed gentlemen of the faculty do not order this ſimple expe- 
dient upon all occaſions, where the air is in any degree foul, as 
happens ſo often in workhouſes, as well as the boiling of herbs, 
and communicating the ſteam. The advantage of vinegar in 
waſhing decks of ſhips, is found to be an admitable preſervative 
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under the moſt dangerous circumſtances; and vinegar may be 
made at a very cheap rate. | 
19. I could never hear any good reaſon aſſigned, obs children 


of 6 or 7 years old are not regularly taught to comb their own 
hair, and waſh, not their faces and hands only, but alſo their 


feet, mouths, and teeth, and keep the reſt of their body clean. 


The habit of it would contribute to the comfort and prolonga- 
tion of life, and greatly invigorate them. They might alſo learn 
much earlier than is uſual, to cut their own nails. The time 
allowed for ſuch duties, when learnt, need not be long. But it 
requires more inſtruction to do theſe things properly, than is 


conſiſtent with the ignorance and lazineſs of common nurſes. 


An active and intelligent matron, who is not gyrannical, and yet 
will be obeyed, is the ſoul of an hoſpital or a workhouſe. 

20. Cleanlineſs is one of the moſt ſubſtantial advantages of 
riches ; and why ſhould not the poor enjoy the common boun- 
ties of heaven, air and water? Why ſhould they not be taught, 
that the great parent of mankind is as indulgent to them as to 
the rich; provided they will be induſtrious ? That if the rich are 
lazy, they will be filthy: if the poor are induſtrious, they will 
be cleanly.—It is allowed, that cleanlineſs is to the body, what 
virtue is to the /ou/. The poor are equally with the rich the 
care of one common parent; and whatever enjoyments they can 
attain, at ſo eaſy an expence, tending to promote their happineſs 
in their proper ſphere ; it ſhould be taught them early, that they 
may at the ſame time learn to ſend up their hearts in grati- 
tude to their maker, for the comforts they daily receive.—The 
moſt filthy occupations in life, require the moſt knowledge how 
to refreſh nature under its toils : but proper iꝝſtruction and habit, 
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go far in all theſe reſpects. In very hot, and very cold climates, 
the poor as well as the rich uſe baths: with us it may be done 
by the aſſiſtance of a little water and coarſe linen. 

21. There are but few charity ſchools or workhouſes govern- 
ed upon ſo cleanly a plan, tho' it coſt nothing but induſtry 
ta promote the health, vigor, and immediate happineſs of the 
objects themſelves, and the welfare of our country. | 

22. As to high-days of cleanlineſs for parade, in London, I 
make no objection to it. Such ſights pleaſe the bulk of man- 
kind. If ſome cynical gentlemen are diſpleaſed, it is becauſe the 
world will never be juſt as they would have it. But I mean 
nothing of parade or ſhow, delicacy or expence, but ſolid cheap 
comfort, health and happineſs, eaſily obtained by authority and. 
inſtruction, and probably not to be acquired without ſuch 
means. | | | | 

23. I apprehend our common people are the moſt actively 
laborious in the world; but they are often as careleſs of their. 
bodies as of their ſouls : would they be leſs laborious if they. - 

were more cleanly? The laboring people of ſome other 
nations, appear more cleanly in their perſons, . tighter and 
more free from rags than ours often are. The reaſon may be, 
that they, from their infancy, are under a neceflity of taking care 
of themſelves; and we take care of the poor. We preſerve 
many which they would loſe ; but ſtrictly ſpeaking, we are not 
attentive to breed them up to a true ſenſe of diſcipline, as to- 
what belongs to cleanlineſs, as an article wherein health, com- 
fort, decency, and activity are concerned. Neither do we take 
pains ta render them a religious as they ſhould. be. 


SECT. 
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SECT. X. 


The Advantage of placing aut Children, being for laborinus Empley- 


ments, as early as poſſible. 


1. HE ſooner we begin to inſtruct children, in temporal as 
in moral concerns, the better.—Tram up a child in the 


way he ſhould go. This leſſon was given by a very wiſe man, 
and it holds with regard to his being familiarized to the objects 
whereby he is to get his bread ; as it does in his obligations to 
religion. The poor and rich muſt make a journey through the 
world, and the inſtruction drawn from real life, and the united 
force of precept and example, ſeems to be of more uſe than that 
which is learnt from precept only, ſhut up in ſchools or hofpi- 
tals. But it is neceffary to make this 4/trmm#rom ; that where 
young perſons are not early in fervitude, under the eye of a good 
maſter, in the world, they had better be dead than in d/enzf5 or 
dice. | | 

2. 'This I apprehend to be the difference with regard to plac- 
ing out children born to labor ; that it be done as ſoon as they 
can be placed out, (provided it be to ſuch perſons as can employ 


them in a uſeful marmer ;) or on the other hand, for keeping them 
at ſchool, in order to their having more years and more inſtruction. 


In the caſe propoſed, they might be better provided with both 


in the world, than they can be aut of it; yet as there are but 


few 


i 
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few ſuch very good 1 as one would with : PER. "IE 
he: Jad. 0 give 6h child nn 
bt of. 

+ VWhaos: hare e at ſchool, but a habit 
of indufry, wach renings and, de 46 Pages of e 
there can be no reaſon for a child's remaining beyond the age of 

nine, ten, or at moſt eleven, but that few people will take the 
FAR of inſtructing him f young, If they will take him, and 
there is ſobriety in the family where he is placed, it will hgnify 
but little his being but ten or eleven years fd: and if there is 
not ſobriety, what ſecurity will there be for him at twelve or 
thirteen? As to forwardneſs and ability to be uſeful, this de- 
pends ſo much on vigilance and method of inſtruction, that ſome 
of the ſame natural 7 2 are more men at ten, than others at 
twee. | | 


"he 3 am well aſſured, that children may get their bread from 


eight to ten years old, and from thence go on to earn three to 
eight ſhillings a week, very ſpeedily ; but this depends ſo much 
on manufacturies, and the docility of a ch, that no certain 
rule can be drawn from it. 


5. With regard to agriculture, which I conſider as the firſt 


_ objeR ; as it ſeems to be eſſential to the preſervation of the es | 


of the pariſh poor infants of theſe cities, to be ſent into the coun- 
try to be nurſed ; ſo I am perſuaded, it will be a happy circum- 
ſtance if they are continued, and placed out there, and as few 


as poſſible returned here. When they have acquired a vi- 


gorous conſtitution, a "and 2 decent care is taken to give them 
' moral and religious principles, if their parents, or their own in 
*Clinations, bring them to town, as it now brings 5000 recruits 
a annually, of the genuine country produce, /ef them come. 
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6. I reckon, that in the country, a child may be placed out 


at ten years of age, with more eaſe, than at eleven or twelve in 


town, proper aſſiſtance being given to people, in that tra# 
of hfe, wherein it is intended. he ſhall get his bread. And, 
I ſee no reaſon why he ſhould not be continued and 'prenticed 
out there. This being the condition of the reception in the 
pariſh, parents would generally conſent. If the parent ſhould 
alter his mind, or his circumſtances be changed, ſo as to be able 
to take care of his own child, independant of the pariſh, nothing 
would be more proper, legal, and neceſſary, than that the child 
ſhould be returned to him gratis, at his requeſt. Addreſs and 
caution not to comply with the temporary caprice of a father or 
mother, would be neceſſary ; but I am no friend to a plan of /e- 
paration. If children were always taught that their higheſt 
honor and happineſs, is to aſſiſt their aged parents, when in di- 
ſtreſs or old age, ſome might retain the leſſon. 

7. If the child has no parents, or bad ones, the returning him to 
London, for a pariſh work-houſe education, if we may judge from 
experience, will either kill him, or ſeldom prove the way to 
make him a geod and uſeful ſubject, or give him any chance 
of his becoming a prop to his aged parents. There is no 
reaſon, but the want of a proper inſpefion of nurſes, why this is 
not as practicable and familiar as any thing of the kind, which 
the Foundling Hoſpital is doing or has done. If there i is any im- 
pediment to this plan, it ariſes from the conſtitution of the poox's 
laws, whereby the power and direction ſo often changes hands; 
and ſo little care is taken by pariſbioners, into whoſe hands it falls, 
fo that there is no ſecurity for any right meaſure being purſued, 
when it is begun. 
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8. 1 pariſhioners will exert themſelves, they may preſeribe 


| bach regulations as may become an invariable rule, not ſubject to 
the ignorance, caprice, or inhumanity of a man, whom they 


may happen to chuſe as a church- warden, or overſeer. Thus 


children ſent into the country, may be provided for there. Perſons 
of conſideration in the neighbouthood of the nurſeries, would 
then be found to afliſt the pariſhes as inſpectoro, in paying the 
nurſe, and ſeeing juſtice done to the children, both in rearin g 


them; and placing them out, the ſame as has been done for 


the Foundlings ; with this permanent advantage, that theſe chil- 
dren would not be ſent from place to place continually, and 


change counties to be brought into hoſpitals, or new nurſeries, © 


as the Foundlings have been. 
9. This would be a work worthy the zeal of individuals, wh 


are of weight by birth, fortune, or council; without which, 1 


ſee not how any regulation of this kind can take effect. By this 
means, we ſhould annually ſupply the country with 12 or 1500 
children, whilſt the country was recruiting London, and fo far 
decreaſe the mortality. 

10. As to the offices of life, for which ſuch. poor children are 
uſually required in theſe cities ; let theſe be done by young per- 
ſons whoſe parents are living on the ſpot, not being the objects of 
pariſh charity. Conſidering what tribes of lazy vagabonds infeſt 

our ſtreets, this ſcheme would make a proviſion for them: they 


would fill up vacant places, whilſt agriculture proſpered the 


more, for the common good of all. 
And foraſmuch as the mortality in all large nanufactur- 


ing am of children under two years of age, is much greater 


i than 
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tan in healthy villager; if it is meant to increaſe our numbers, 
f 2% pariſh poor infants ſhould be ſent out to be nurſed jn vil- 
lages, in caſes where they are not nurſed by the avodber,” and 
continued there, till they are fit to be returned with ſafety to 
work. The more advantageauſly they can be employed, the more 
valuable the life; and from the beſt computation, on examining 
pariſh regiſters of births and deaths, in ſuch towns and villages, 
IS the difference is found to be 13 in 100 in favor of the latter, i. e. 
i | 26 per 200 die in the towns, and 13 per 100 only in the vil- 


lages. 
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The —— ee Apprentice 1 Pees with por 


1. JHEN e it is 
neceſſary to conſider the terms. I have heard it was 
2 a of the worthy and amiable citizen Sir Thomas Harriſon, 
that contentions between maſters and apprentices ſeldom came 
| before him, as chamberlain, but in caſes where money had been 
given as an apprentice fee, What diſtinctions Sir Thomas really 
made is the gueſtion, becauſe I apprehend in 4, caſes money is 
given. It is certain that young perſons would be fought for as 
apprentices, if there was no ſuch thing exiſting as money. But 
whilſt there is ſuch @ thing, and the child wants a maſter, more 
than the maſter an apprentice, people will not eaſily refign their 
pretenſions to ſome pecuniary conſideration for fuch purpoſes. 

2. However, the committee of the F. H. have lately urged 
to the H. of C. that they find by experience they can do better 
for children without giving money as prentice fees chan with it; 
becauſe # 1s ſuppoſed that by this means nobody will aſk for a child 
as an apprentice, who does not want one; or, in other words, 
no perſan is tempted. to aſk. for 2 child far the fake of money. 
This. ſeems to be an argument that proves too much. He that 
ſells any thing for money, if I who buy am not careful, and 
A what I am about, will be tempted to impoſe on me 


for 
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leſs it become a general rule. 
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for the ſake of the money. But theſe gentlemen, in the mean time, 
add, that the education given the foundlings is ſuch as renders 
them preferable to all other children. This is a more ſubſtanti- 
al argument. The committee has accordingly, in 1765, put 
out 240 children of different ages, being near 6 in 100 of their 

There is no diſputing of facts; but 6 in 100 is not a ſufficient 
number to judge by. I do not venture to aſſert that the event 
will not prove the conſiſtency of their plan, on the general prin- 
ciple they lay down; but it cannot be followed by pariſhes, un- 
If individuals give, as hitherto 
practiſed, and the pariſhes do not give, the pariſh child cannot 
be uſhered into the world, unleſs it be alſo on the opinion of 
his ſuperior education. In a ſhort time the plea may become ge- 
neral : and if all are well educated, ſo much the better; but this 
will not change the ſyſtem of money-loving. * 

3. The majority of people who take ſuch children live 
from hand to mouth; and not to aft them ſeems to be rather 
a ſpecies of impolicy, than ſolid oeconomy. If the child 
is well taught, and the maſter well choſen, there is more reaſon 
for giving money than for not giving it. If ſober people take 
children on reaſonable terms, one would ſuppoſe the pecuniary 
conſideration to conſtitute thoſe very terms. It is ſurely no rea- 
fon for miſbehaviour in either maſter or child that money was 
given, but rather the contrary : and the child comes to him in 
a more, not leſs, reſpectable manner; ſo that upon the whole 1 
can hardly think this plan will ever become univerſal, or prove 


to be the beſt rule, 


$ 
| 4. That 


Li 
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J. That pariſh children are often put to people who. take 
them for the ſake of the 30. given, I believe is true. But the 


fault is not in giving the money, but in giving the chi to ſuch 
perſons whoſe characters are not ſufficiently known, or ſuch as 


are of doubtful reputation. 

5. The ſum given with the eee 
they are placed out, is but 200%. and they could not be placed out 
ſo properly without this fee. I believe ſome will- regulated pa- 
riſhes, which I conſider in the ſame light as I do the F. H. 


give 5 to 10%. whüg others place children frequently in bad hands 


for 3/. only. 


6. Where pariſhioners a are not, by the tenure of lands, oblig- 
ed to take children, 10/. is, often found too little to * | 


a farmer to take one at a tender age. ee 
7. If it is meant to uſher a child into life at 9, 10, or 11 


it is a tender age, and requires aſijfance. And where the characters 


of perſons requiring apprentices are known, as in the country 
they muſt be, I ſhould be rather led. to ſuſpect, that leſs good is 
intended to the child when nothing is 4% d for, than when a 
reaſonable apprentice fee is demanded. 


8. But the F. H. has the advantage of the pariſhes in roſpe , 


to ſuch of their children as are congregated in hoſpitals, from 
the impreffions' ſome people receive of external deceney and 


order, compared to- the wickedneſs which is. often ſeen in our 


ſtreets: and perhaps the choice there is captivates others. Add to 
this, theſe children being detached from all .parenta/ or fraternal 
| connexions, render them preferable to others in the eſteem 
KN ſome perſons: "This circumſtance i may attach a child to 2 
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maſter or miſtreſß, if both parties are of good minds, ani both 
behave properly; or become the greater evil, if either mmiſbehave. 
In any caſe there can be no foundation for an invariable rule 
drawn from the F. H. See eee good 
or evil. 

9. But as the governors of the boſpital 1 fuch — — of 
children under their care to place out, it is more in their pow- 
er to ſhew us an example than any other body of people what= 
foever. © And if they model their conduct on any good/ptan that 
can be followed, and from which any thing good may be learnt, 
they will do a more extenſive ſervice, than if it is-confined to 

5 themſelves only. Pariſhes ſhould underſtand that the F. H. doth 
ſometimes, and very properly, give 5, 6, or 7d. in What is called 
nurſe money, i. e. ſo much per week, when they meant to en- 
5 courage a reputable perſon to take a child of 8 to 10 years old, + 
who would not take fuch child without: but in general they 
incline to try what they can do, to ſhew us an example of | 
different nature for- the ſervice of the poor children; for it 
muſt be preſumed they cannot have any other intention. 
10. It is not only the pariſhes, che charity-ſchools, and the 
children of the clergy, and of perſons in private life, but we. find 
that in the eatlieſt days of ümplicty, when 5/.. was of three or 
four or five times its preſent value, in order the better to ſecure 
the obligations of maſters, and to s them, the children edu- 
-cated under that antient, permanent, and reſpectable inſtitution 
of Chriſt's \Haſpital, che governors gave an apprentice fee of- 5. 
and continue to give it, without doubt upon this ſolid principle, 


that it cannot from the reaſon ef things be expected any one 
. | N taking 
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taking a child, or young perſon, can do fo well miley a pe- 
cuniary aid, as with it. If the abuſe of the thing, in ſome 
inſtances, can be proved a good reaſon. againſt the thing it- 
1 elf, in all caſes, then 1 would vote for the total abolition 
of the cuſtom. But as I apprehend it will be difficult to 
| prove that the ceaſing to give money with children, put out 
as apprentices, will mend their manners, or the manners of their 


aalen. L cannot adviſe aaf ſuch meaſure till I fe * M 


the event. 
11. The ſervice to be done is the chief object 2 
and upon this principle the child ſhould be kept till the age of 


12 to 15, as many are, and yet give money; but when it is con- 


fidered that this creates a conſiderable expence, and that the child 


is ſubject to acquire habits, and to loſe a conſiderable portion of the 


docile part of life : that imitation forms the capacity in the me- 


chanic or laborious employments ; and that the ſooner young 


perſons are familiarifed to the objects whereby they are to 
get their bread, the more expert they will be; it follows, 


that the ſooner they are placed out the better, provided they 
can manage their own perſons with propriety, and that the 


maſter has ſenſe and virtue enough to treat and employ them. 
properly. 


12. On the other hand, it is as certain that the apprenticeſhips | 


of ſome pariſh children is as great a ſcene of inhumanity,, as the 
ſaffering others to die in infancy, as if they were not en- 
titled to the common rights of human nature. On this: 
principle the caution. of the governors of the F. H. is com- 
mendable ; but I rather apprehend they will, in the iſſue, find 
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they defeat their own end, for this plain reaſon, that great 
caution, and @ good apprentice fee, is a much better thing than 
great caution only, The fault imputed to pariſhes is placing 
out children too young, with too little attention to whom 
they are given, and with too little affiſtance as an encou- 
ragement for proper perſons to take them. 
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The Alfurdity and Danger of placing out Children to the Age of 24s 
a Part of the Statute of the 43d of Eliz. appearing neceſſary to be 
reformed. 


HETHER the pariſhes or the F. H. give money or 
| not, I am ſure there is a glaring abſurdity in ad- 
hering to the liberty granted by the ſtatute of the 43d Eliz. 
reſpecting the placing out boys till the age of 24, as prac- 
ticed by the pariſhes as well as the F. H. If under the ſanc- 
tion of this law, advantage is taken of a child before he can 
| judge for himſelf, and to ſave a few pounds in the fee, he is 
placed out in an apprenticeſhip to a taylor, a ſhoemaker, a car- 
penter, a ſmith, a maſon, a peruke- maker, a baker, a butcher, 
or ſuch neceſſary employments, from ro or 12 to the age of 24, we 
muſt not be ſurprized at the miſchiefs which uſually attend ſuch 
apprenticeſhips. That they are a fruitful ſource of contention, 
and calamity to pariſh children, and no leſs. to their maſters ; 
many who adminiſter juſtice in theſe cities, can tell. The maſter, 
aſpiring at too much ſervice, defeats his own. end. He cannot. 
be ſerved with ſo much alacrity towards the age of 18 or 19, 
when a lad knows he is to ſerve till 24, as when his ſervitude 
ends at 213 nor has a young man ſo good. a chance of coming 
into the world with his maſter on his own account, if the maſter 
my gras nv biceps 
bus 2. As 


* 


2. As ſoon as a lad finds himſelf to be 21, it is probable, if 
he is well inclined, and of a ſober diſpoſition, he will think of 
marriage, and if he is not ſoberly inclined, he will as ſurely 
think of running away from his maſter. It is our intereſt to 
encourage early marriage among the common people : and I ſup- 
poſe, that many of the fathers of the ſtouteſt men in the king- 
dom, were not above 21 when their ſons were born; ſhall we 
then bind him by a legal contract, and keep him in à ſervitude 
totally inconſiſtent with the conjugal ſtate, to the age of 24 ? 
Common apprenticeſhips are for ſeven years; the indentures of 
girls generally run to the age of 21, or marriage. Is not the male 
a man alſo at 217 If ſuch a poor boy is placed out at 12, if. 
his indenture is not extended beyond the age of 21, ſtill he 
ſerves nine years. This is the age of manhood, for the poſſeſſion 

of the largeſt fortunes, in the richeſt empires. 
3. Let us ſuppoſe a lad, admoniſhed by a juſtice of the peace 
for negligence in his apprenticeſhip, at the age of 21 ; if he 
ſhould plead his own cauſe, and ſay, I was too much a 
minor to be conſulted, whether I ſhould be bound till .the age 
of 24. Tho' it was my fortune to be thrown upon a pariſh, 
I am a britiſd ſubjeft, and ſee no reaſon, why I have not 
a title to the enjoyment of my freedom, at the age of 21. If 
the pariſh officers had ated by me, as they would chuſe to 
have been done by, they would have found a maſter for me, to 
ſerve for 9 years inſtead of 12. If they were abfurd, or cruel 
in the exerciſe of their authority, I had rather ftand to the 
event, with reſpe& to the laws of my country, than ſerve my 
maſter any longer. I think I have done him very good and 
faithful ſervice, and was in hopes he would have let me off at 
| 213 


213 if he will not let me off, 1 will not work for bien any lon 
ger, and let him do his worſt.” | 

4. A ſenſible ſpirited young fellow might 1 ſuch a 1 
and yet have a very good heart. And what would any intelli- 
gent juſtice of the peace fay ? Could he in hir heart condemn 
ſuch an apprentice ? ls it not better to aboliſh an abſurd tyran- 
nical cuſtom? To keep the poor from being licentious, they 
ſhould have a reverence for laws ; but if this part of the ſtatute 
is productive of the breach of *. it had better be abro- 
gated. 

5. Suppoſe a boy put out to a mariner till the age of 24, be 
he 10 or 12 or 13 years of age, he is fo far conſidered as a man 
at the age of 18, that in time of war the king callenges his 
ſervice. Is his maſter to be paid for all the toils and bloody 
conteſts this brave young ſeaman may be engaged in for the 
courſe of fix years ?—S0 it is, in the caſes of ſuch prenticeſhips, 
of which there are many. By the tyranny of cuſtom the 
maſter is legally entitled to the pay, and producing his inden- 
ture, doth frequently claim it, and is paid. | 

6. Let us conſider, that times are altered from Q. Elizabeth's | 
days. Such young perſons as theſe, are not ſuppoſed to be plac- — 
ed out in employments of great truſt, or great ingenuity. Such 
occupations may repay the ſervitude till 24—And ſuch appren- 
ticeſhips do frequently not commence till the age of 17; 
but this in queſtion is a ſpecies of ſlavery; and in every view of 
it, the cuſtom ought to be aboliſhed. It will be one ſtep to- 
wards regulating the conduct of pariſh officers, or governors 
of hoſpitals, in reſpe& to poor children; and tend to reſtore a 
free and equitable principle of ceconomy in parochial adminiſtra- 
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tion, and the peace and good order of ſociety, for if it becomes 
general, as to pariſh children, and that no child ſhall be plac- 
ed out beyond the age of 21, unleſs he is turned of 16 years 
of age, we ſhall cut up the root of this practice. I do 


not preſume to touch the law in any other part, which I may 
not fo well underſtand. 
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The Neceſſity of 5 religions Education as the Foundation of a free 
Subjettion to human and divine Laws, and a Propoſal for 
the Promotion of it by the moſt fimple and prafticable Expe- 


1. HE permanent belief and mature conſideration of the 
immortality of the ſoul, opens men's minds to a ſenſe of 
the true genius and fpirit of chriſtianity, and a contempt of all 
things that claſh with their hopes of happineſs after death. But 
men born to fortunes, or providentially acquiring them, are ge- 
nerally anxious for more and greater acquiſitions, and ſpend h 
ſo much of their time in the purſuit of them, as to forfeit 
many enjoyments which are agreeable to the dignity of their 
nature. Thus in the eſteem of the philoſopher and the. chri- 
ſtian, the poor have oftentimes the advantage, tho' their poverty 
expoſes men to ſuch wants as operate equally ſtrong as tempta- 
tions. Thus reaſon and experience prove, that as ſurely as virtue 
is our ſupreme felicity, the middle tation is the ſafeſt, and 
therefore the beſf. Our ſtate in general, without diſtinction of 
fortune, is ſuch that we muſt perpetually militate againft the 
evil principle which predominates in our hearts, as the only 
pray to prevent our returning to a. ſavage ſtate of life. 
. With regard to the poor, were it not for the many cha- 
g- heck with which this nation abounds, and particularly 
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theſe great cities, there-is too much reaſon to biſlive the com- 
mon people would not be bred up to any ſenſe of religion : 
and as they would not teach their children what they never learnt, 
we might eaſily ſee a return of antient barbariſm. As it is, if 
we wait till example aſcends from the. poor to the rich, or 
from the child to the parent, we are not likely to * the work 
accompliſhed. — 

3. But granting as great honor and advantage to ) ſeboo of 
inftruftion as they can claim, ſome other aid is wanting among 
us for the promotion of piety, and the obedience, ſubordination, 
and good order which naturally reſult from it. And if this is 
not to be expected immediately from the, /abors of the rich, we 
muſt ſeek it by ſome regulations whereby their riches without 
their labors, may produce the end in view. 

4. Money is now become ſo much the idol of mankind, ood 
particularly in this commercial nation, that it is hardly poſſible 
to carry any deſign into execution in which it has not ſome 
mare. And with regard to the indigent part of mankind it muſt 
be provided in ſome ſhape or other. They have no chance of 
wealth but from induſtry; but if they can receive any emolu- 
ment from induſtry, even in religion, the end in view may be 
happily anſwered, eſpecially if it keeps up in the. hearts of 
children the piety they learnt at ſchool, or is inſtrumental in. 
teaching them what they were deficient in. | 

5. Accordingly I humbly propoſe to the ſerious dan 
tion of all who have young perſons under their care, eſpecially 
of the paorer part of -mankind, as follows: 
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I. All young perſons placed out, as apprentices, from pariſh 

workhouſes, charity-ſchools, hoſpitals, or other public charities, 
or places of induſtry, giving no money as an apprentice fee, or 
giving leſs than 20/. to be entered in a book, according to 4 
form to be preſcribed ; one margin whereof to be left blank to 
be filled up with the date of the certificate, hereafter mention- 
ed: the ſaid book to be paid for by the officers, governors, 
maſters or directors of their charities, and the entry to be made 
by their reſpective maſters or clerks. The page or folio wheres 

in ſuch entry is made, to be inſerted in the indenture. | 

II. A book in twelves to be provided, not to exceed 150 pages, 
which ſhall contain a choice collection of texts from the ſerip- 
tures, and ſuch prayers as have been uſed by the children in their 
reſpective ſchools, hoſpitals, workhouſes, or places of labor, with 
the addition of ſome other prayers; alſo particular inſtructions re- 
garding the duty of a good apprentice to his maſter. . - . 
ſame likewiſe to contain the form of the indentures, with blanks, 3 
to be filled up, fo that the ſame be 4 complete copy. An- Tl 
other of the ſame book, in the ſame manner, to be preſented 1 
to the maſter or miſtreſs: And the books to be _ ay 8 75 
licly at the the price of ſix- pence. 

III. The indenture to ſet forth the ſam to be 182 at the 
time ſtipulated, and on the following terms: Yiz. (ſuppoſe) forty- 
two ſhillings, payable on a certificate, to be granted and figned 
by the rector, or curate, one churchwarden, and one overſeer ; or 
in want of both, either the church warden or overſeer, likewiſe 

one elder of the pariſh where the prentice ſerves; the maſter and 
miſtreſs alſo ſigning the ſame, and declaring that they have conſtant- 
— Iy pecommended and encouraged the apprentice in praying, 
| 4 morning 
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morning and evening, worſhipping at church on the Sabbath, and 
| keeping up in his mind a ſenſe of his duty to God. | 
IV. The certificate fo given to be in a printed form, with 
blanks to fill up the names and age of the apprentice, maſter or 
miſtreſs, and that the apprentice did at ſuch a time (the name 
and time being in blank, to be alſo filled up) appear be- 
fore him, and in the preſence of the parties ſigning thereto, 
read half a chapter in the New Teſtament, which he, the rec- 
tor or curate, ſelected, and did repeat without book, as follows, 
the Lord's prayer, the Belief, the Ten Commandments, and a 
morning and evening prayer. Two ſhillings to be paid to the 
rector, or his curate, who examines the party, and ſigns the cer- 
tificate, ſo that forty billings remain to the maſter or miſtreſs. 

V. If the apprentice is deficient, permiſſion to be given to 
return at any time within the compaſs of ſixteen months; the 
certificate not to be given, to an apprentice under fourteen, nor 
above fifteen and a half years of age. 

VI. The rector or curate to keep a fair regiſter-book, in a form 
preſcribed, of all *prentices who have appeared before him, and 
a column for the date of the certificate to be filled up. when he 
paſſes the ſame. 

VII. If the certificate is not paſſed at the firſt appearance of 
the apprentice, the rector, or his curate, is to recommend in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, to the maſter or miſtreſs, the conſidera- 
tion of the diſgrace of loſing the premium, as the apprentice's 
name will ſtand a blank in his regiſter book; beſides the great 
injury done to the apprentice, and to themſelyes, by their not 
being more attentive in their duty to God. 
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VIII. The rector or curate to be deſired to read publicly, on 

* Chriſtmas-day, the names of all the maſters and prentices, 
to whom he hath given ſuch certificates during the courſe of the 
year, that the congregation preſent, may be at once reminded of 
the premium, fo far as any of them may be concerned, and like- - 

wiſe of ths duty which they owe to God. | 


6. Upon this I have to obſerve, that nothing can be more 
{imple than a propoſition of this ſort, as one expedient to bring 
the common people to a ſenſe of their duty to their maker, at 
leaſt to the knowledge of the great out-/ines of religion. 

7. Whatever hoſpitals or charities may be inclined to do by 
virtue of their own authority, the plan might be reduced to com- 
mon practice; perhaps without conſtituting any part of an act 
of parliament. If the indentures were in the firſt inſtance re- 
giſtered by the rector, he would ſee if the premium is demand- 
ed, and how the apprentice behaves. | 

8. In any caſe it muſt be apparent, that a ſolemn invitation 
to perform the taſk required, is an object of the utmoſt i impor- 
tance, towards aſſiſting the laboring poor to learn what belongs 
to their preſent and everlaſting happineſs, by the ſtrongeſt 
proof that can be expected, that he who fears God, gives the 
beſt aſſurance of conſulting the welfare of his maſter, and the 
peace and happineſs of his country. And it muſt be no leſs evi- 
dent, that ſuch a pecuniary emolument, will be the beſt incentive, 
and moſt conſtant monitor to good actions, whether the duty 
be always performed exactly as it ſhould be or not. 

9. As to the execution, it is not to be preſumed the rector, 
or his curate, will be rigid in the examination : or, on the other 
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hand, fo remiſs in his duty, as to render it of no effect. And 
as ſo many muſt join in the fraud, the ſuppoſition that 
this will happen, ſtrikes at the foundation of all good faith, 
inſomuch, that it implies a total indifference on the part of 
the maſter, as to ſhewing any regard to what his prentice 
has learnt, or will learn of religious duties under him. But 
with a ſmall portion of attention, the profit and ho- 
nor, and real duty, on one ſide; and the ſhame, loſs, and 
diſgrace, on the other, cannot fail of i ſome happy 
effects. | 
10. To facilitate this matter, Lay — of the catechiſm, be 
it taught or not; I mean only that which a young perſon may really 
and truly underſtand, and by habit he be kept in ſome awe by 
his bekef and truſt in God, The gratuity will be a means of 
keeping the. apprentice in remembrance of what hath been. 
taught him, beforg he was put out, and alſo what he has learnt 
of his maſter, whilſt it is a means of his former friends and 
patrons holding a connection with him. 

11. In anſwer to the objections that may ariſe, I aſk, if chil- 
dren, placed out as they now are, ſhould be adepts in their prayers, 
and able to do all, or more than I have mentioned, when 
they went out; how is it that we know they are kept to 
any ſenſe of their duty ? 

12. Such a plan as this will create the moſt ſincere vene- 
ration for any inſtitution, which may practiſe it, with all peo- 
ple, who have any ſenſe of religion. And if obedience to go- 
vernment depends on religion as well as the gallows : if early in- 
ſtruction is the foundation of religion, and ſuch inſtruction may 
be eaſily loſt by neglect; the force of this propoſition will be 
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dlear and apparent. I ſuppoſe ſuch an example may lay a foun- 
dation, on which the moſt regular and harmonious ſtructure 
of religion may be erected in private life, as well as in public 
charities ; and that from its nature and tendency, it cannot fail 
of making ſuch an impreſſion on the poor, as muſt produce 
many good effects, in regard to their behaviour towards the great 
author of nature, their God and their Redeemer. 

13. To ſuppoſe that theſe certificates will not be true, is bear- 
ing hard on churchmen, and the characters of the graveſt pa- 
riſhioners ; and if a falſhood can be detected as eaſily as hear-- 
ing a child repeat, what the certificate atteſts, it will ſurely 
argue more caprice, than good ſenſe or piety, to * to the 
propoſition on any ſuch injurious preſumpt ion. 

14. I therefore ſeriouſly recommend this plan, till a better is 
contrived. Life doth not afford ſo many opportunities of do- 
ing good, as to neglect a deſign of ſuch importance. I hope 
thoſe that mean to act as parents to poor children, and to do 
the beſt they can, to keep them unſpotted from he world, will 
follow this plan, or chalk out a better. 

15. It cannot be imagined, that pariſh officers, or governors 
of charities, can viſit children, when diſperſed. over a kingdom. 
Alas! how few know where half a dozen ſuch children are 
placed out, except when they look into their books. But in this 
way, they will be kept in mind for a few years, as if it were their 
own children in queſtion. And whether as pariſhes, or as public 
charitable inſtitutions, they take cognizance of ſuch certificates, 
they certainly will not pay the money in queſtion, but upon the: 
conditions ſtipulated. | 
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16. I apprehend, the common people will never loſe ſight 
of money, though they often loſe fight of heaven. If the 


young perſon be 14 to 16, and ſo qualified as related, and 
the maſter or miſtreſs make a declaration, as part of the cer- 
tificate, that the child has, to the beſt of their belief or know-' 
ledge, conſtantly ſaid both morning and evening prayer, ſuch 
as ſhall be repeated to the clergyman, on occaſion of his giving 
the certificate; it can hardly fail of operating happily, not on 
the child only, but alſo on the maſter and miſtreſs themſelves. 

17. What I am urging ariſes from experience ; I have had 
frequent opportunities of knowing, from my own ſenſes, that 
thouſands of the poor are in ſuch groſs ignorance of religion, 
that they cannot even repeat the Lord's Prayer or the Behef. 
And I have hardly found any, though in reputable buſineſſes, 
who offer a ſingle word to their maker, when they riſe in the 
morning, whatever they pretend to do at night. 

18. Can it be thought, that children will be good or bad, 
but as their maſters or miſtreſſes keep them up to a ſenſe of 
religious duties? Very few of the laboring part of theſe King- 
doms, are bred in hoſpitals. And how, as I have ſaid, do we know 
that hoſpital or charity children are taken care of in this article ? 

19. When a child is placed out by the F. H, a parchment of 
inſtructions, and a bible, are given: every one muſt approve of 
this; but if a little book were compiled, containing about the 
fortieth part of the Old and New Teſtament, and a few. 
prayers out of the Liturgy, the Lord's Prayer, the Belief, the 
Ten Commandments, and a well digeſted morning and evening 
prayer, all calculated for the purpoſe of promoting moral du- 
ties, induſtry, and truſt in God through the Redeemer of man- 
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kind; ſuch a book might anſwer the purpoſe intended, in their 
youthful ſtate, better than the who/e of the Old and New de 
tament. 

20. Improvements founded in reaſon and the common ſenſe 
of mankind, demand attention. Children often read the ſerip- 
tures with about as much underſtanding of them, as a parrot could 
have, and as a taſk which is extremely irkſome, inſomuch 
that many never look into the book after they leave ſchool. 
Is it not a melancholy conſideration, when religion is not even 
treated ſo reſpectfully as a political device? As children grow up, 
the whole of the Old and New Teſtament may be recommend- 
ed to them; and they ſhould be aſſiſted to reliſh it. This I ap- 
prehend may be eafily done in the little book I allude to, by 
{kilfully pointing out what paſſages are the moſt eſſential for 
them to underſtand and practiſe. 

21. Thus whilſt the young perſon is learning the way to hea- 
ven, the elder will find the road, which: JI am perſuaded they 
now often miſtake. The knowledge and practice of their duty 
may ceaſe to appear as a laborious taſk. Religion is ſeldom in- 
troduced to them clothed in her native beauty and ſimplicity. 

22. If any warm-brain'd enthuſiaſt, or capricious caviller, 
ſhould ſay, * This is &ribing people to be religious; my anſwer 
is, It is very happy if they become religiouſly inclined by ſuch 
a bribe. The rule could not be obſerved without ſome true 
ſenſe of religion; and if temporary advantages precede the tem- 
poral or eternal reward, it is but an ordinary effect of virtue, 
and agreeable to hit decrees, who made the human heart. 

We do not uſually fall foul of the 'Squire for the beef and 
pudding which he gives on Sundays to his tenants who attend 
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divine ſervice, ſhutting out thoſe who do not attend it. His 
intention is good; it is to give them a habit of religious du- 
ties. Surely ſuch a bribe as this would promote, not injure; the 
reputation either of the parent, the pariſh officer or governor _ 
ho 'prenticed out the child: or the clergyman, the pariſh-offi- | 
cer, the elder, or maſter, who were witneſſes to the diſcharge 
of the religious obligation mentioned in the certificate. As to 
the objection of the leſſon being learnt only for the occaſion, the 
ſame argument will hold againſt giving any inſtruction at any 
time. If it is learnt, it is ſo far happy. 

23. This deſign will be of the nature of catechiſing a lad, 
or grown girl, in the ſhorteſt, moſt ſimple, and familiar manner. 
It will be a wholeſome diſcipline to maſter or miſtreſs, and 
the miniſter's reading the liſt to whom certificates have been given 
fince the laſt publication, will make a happy impreſſion on all 
his congregation. 

24. This plan being an additionsl labor to the clergy, they 
will be intitled to the #200 ſhillings for each certificate; and thus it 
will be their intereſt alſo to give ſuch certificates, but ſurely not 
their intereſt to give falſe ones. I dare ſay ſome of them will 
| joyfully preſent the tax to the boy or girl that is well taught ; and 


others, from their ſituation, will have a very good title to re- 
ceive it. 
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| The Inportands of cultivating a Senſe of Religion among the Poor, aud 
e particularly in the great Duty of Prayer. | 


= - E complain of this age being diſſolute and thoughtleſs, 
| and there has been too much reaſon to complain in 
all ages. Con/ideration may be taught, as well as any thing elſe; 
but it doth not appear to be in faſhion. with the children of the 
rich, much leſs do the poor learn it. When theſe are inſtructed. 
to read, they alſo learn to repeat certain words, which are called 
prayers, and when they repeat theſe words, they call it ſaying their 
prayers. Hut if their teacher doth not queſtion and inſtruct 
them, and repeat to them, in a manner as if himſelf underſtood, 
the meaning of the words, and as if he felt the force of them, and 
| was ſenſible of the majeſty of him to whom they are addreſſed, 
with a ſenſe of hit own unworthineſs, how is the young perſon 
to learn any thing of this kind? Is he to become a men 
before his maſter, or before he has adequate ideas of the 
moſt ſimple words, for no other reaſon, than becauſe they are 
intended to be addrefſed to his maker? Doth not much of our 
irreligion ariſe from the ignorance or indolence of parents or 
teachers among the poor ? Are ſuch teachers examined as to their 
ability, and manner of teaching? And where is our ſenſe, our 
F wiſdom, our piety, when the event is left to chance, without a 
5 R | check 
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check or examination, — except when we are admitted to degrees 
in learned profeſſions. | 

2. From the nature of our condition as men, nothing can 
open our minds more to a ſenſe of virtue, and a proper eſtima- 
tion of a tranſitory world, than the thought of death, and its 
concomitants, judgment, heaven, or hell. But as if we ima- 
gined the young perſon would grow melancholy, if we applied 
it cloſely to his mind ; we paſs this matter over in as tranſient a 
manner, as if he really had very little or no intereſt in it. How 
few ſupport ſuch dignity in life as ariſes from a due ſenſe 
of our condition. The rich refine away the moſt ſolemn con- 

ſiderations, and the poor treat them with indifference. We 
crowd to a rareſhow, but who attends or ſends young perſons 
to attend the end of this world, and the commencement of 
eternity. We have an admirable prayer when we commit duff 
to duſt; but I queſtion if one young perſon, in five hundred, 
knows there is fuch a thing. Why ſhould not zhey be 
taught what hfe is? With a little change of words it may 


be adapted to common uſe Ca, and rendered as famihar as it is 
important. 


fa) ALMIGHTY God, and parent of mankind, I beſeech thee of thy infinite 

mercy and goodneſs, to teach me to conſider, that man who is born of a 
woman hath but a ſhort time to live; that he cometh up and is cut down like 
a flower; that he fleeth as it were a ſhadow, never continuing in one ſtay. Teach 
me, O Father of mercy, to conſider, that in the midſt of life I am in death; 
and of whom can I ſeek for ſuccour, but of thee, O Lord, tho' for my fins 
thou art juſtly diſpleaſed.—Yet, O God moſt holy, O Lord moſt mighty, O holy 
and merciful Saviour, deliver me not into the bitter pains of eternal death.— 
Thou knoweſt, Lord, the ſecrets of my heart ; ſhut not thy merciful ears to my 
prayers; nor thou, O bleſſed Redeemer, and judge of quick and dead, ſuffer me 
4 | | * 
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important. Would a young perſon, with the natural frame of 


mind, which the indulgent author of nature hath given us, 
grow melancholy with the thought, that he might die at birteen, 
when he ſees his maſter alive at three-ſcore ? Would he not ra- 
ther learn to poſſeſs his ſoul in peace, from the 2 
that if he ſhould die he ſhall be happy. 

3. I lay it down as a principle, both in morals and politics, 
that nothing is ſo eſſential to the life of man, as commerce 
with his maker. In theory, this is never denied ; but in prac- 
tice, it is amazing to conſider, how few learn to addreſs him with 
awe, and propriety of expreſſion. The rich are not taught it at 
any public ſchool; they are not taught any reliſb of devotion, 


but rather by an injudicious intruſion of too much external 


piety, and attendance at church, we make young lords and 


gentlemen ſick of devotion before they leave ſchool. When it is 


that they are reſtored to a vigorous ſenſe of this coy; the 
great "ſearcher of hearts can beſt tell. 
4. The preſent buſineſs is to take the poor under our patronage. 
So far as any ſuggeſtion of this kind may avail, I would con- 
ſider, not only the means of teaching them in the firſt in- 
ſtance, but how they may retain their inſtruction in life in 
the moſt effectual manner. I conſider acquaintance with God, 
as no viſionary expreſſion, but ſo far as adoration, gratitude, and 
obedience, differ from careleſſneſs, ingratitude, and diſobedience, we 
are all deeply intereſted firſt to learn, and then to teach the poor 
what 
car hr ny ele of to fall from thee. Teach me, O God, 


in all conditions and extremities, to rejoice in the comfort of thy holy word, and 
to do my duty whilſt I live, in ſteady hope of a reſurrection to immortal happineſs, 


through the merits and mediation of the ſame Jeſus Chriſt, the bleſſed Saviour of 


the world. R 2 \ 
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what belongs to their peace, before it is hid from their eyes 
for ever. 

5. I can by no means think their prayers ſhould be tedious, 
but ſhort, plain, and ſimple. Some forms which are adopt- 
ed, are too diffuſe, too figurative in expreſſion, or involved 


in ſenſe, and upon the whole, very unfit for a child. —lt is 
no eaſy taſk to adapt prayers to the capacity of children, and 


yet give them force of expreſſion, tenderneſs of ſentiment, as 
addrefles to the Father of mankind, dignity and awe, as to the 
maker of heaven and earth. 

6. The foundlings a few years ſince, had a prayer of the 
kind I have related, full of good ſenſe and piety, but in gene- 
ral the children could not learn it. What they now uſe (5). is 


extremely familiar ta them. 


7. The 


(b) 4 MoxxvN O PRAYER uſed by the Children of the Foundling- Hoſpital. 
Lord God Almighty, who haft made me, and all the world, I humbly thank 
. thee for thy care of me in the night paſt. Continue thy favor and compaſſion 
to me : keep me this day from all harm, and help my endevors to behave myſelf 
humbly, ſoberly, and godly, that I may always pleaſe thee in thought, word, and 
deed, | 
O merciful Father, make me to remember, that it is by thy gracious providence 
I am clothed and fed, and my life preſerved. Teach me to be always contented, 
and pray for thoſe who have acted as parents to me. Give me an awful reverence 
of thy majeſty ; and make me tremble and afraid of offending thee, by any falſhood, 


fraud, or uncleanneſs ; any unjuſt or uncharitable action; that I may be happy in 


the enjoyment of a good conſcience; and never fall into that dreadful and everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment, which waits on impenitent ſinners. 


This I beg, O Lord, in the name of my bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. 
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7. The ptayers at Chriſt's Hoſpital are ſuppoſed to be for elder 
children than the foundiings, and the moſt part of their compo- 
ſitions ſeem to be extremely good, (c) but not equal in dig- 
nity and ſimplicity to ſome. prayers in the Liturgy. It is a 
queſtion, if the requeſt, that The. daycſpring from on high may 
now and ever ſhine upon them, though a bold and beautiful figure, 
is really intelligible to a child, notwithſtanding the pious authog 
might imagine it to be ſo ſcriptural and devout, that it muſt 
needs be proper ; but if upon examination it is-not found to be 


proper, why ſhould children uſe ſuch expreſſions in their ad- 


dreſſes to their God and Father ? 


(c) Monninc PrayERs at Chriffs Hoſpital. 


God of mercy, and Father of all comfort, who of thy merciful goodneſs haſt 
brought us to the beginning of this day: we thine unworthy children beg 


that the day-ſpring from on high may now and ever viſit and ſhine upon us: and 


that pardoning our offences, and continuing to be good unto us, thou wouldeſt 


. diſpoſe us to a better conformity to thy laws, and obedience to thy commandments, 


through Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and only Redeemer, Amen. 


REMEMBER not, Lord, the fins of. our youth, nor the follies of our child- 
bdbood: but conſider whereof we are made, and from what we are fallen by the 
tranſgreſſion of our firſt parents, and be merciful unto us. O teach us betimes to 


number our days, that we may apply our hearts early unto wiſdom, for Jeſus Chriſt 
his ſake, Amen, | 


ET thy bleflings, O Lord, deſcend abundantly upon the perſons and families 

of all our benefaQors, accept their offerings, and be thou their exceeding great 
reward, Bleſs our governors, and forget not their labour of love, which they have 
undergone for thy name's ſake : neither ſuffer thou us to be ungrateful to thee or 
them. We likewiſe beg of thee to preſerve us in perpetual ſafety, for the ſake of 
our only Saviour, in whoſe name and words we continue to pray—Our Father, &cc. 


8. Let 
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8. Let us fee how the morning prayer in the Liturgy ſtands 


as we find it, or if adapted to PAY uſe, with the change of a 
few words (4). 

Here. I muſt obſerve, that prayers which may with propriety 
be uſed through life, are ſo far the beſt to learn in childhood, 
if, as I fear, (though it is a bold thought) the bulk of man- 
kind do not often learn any form of words after they grow up, 
except thoſe of the Liturgy; and very few are qualified to pray 


without form, with an intenſe devotion. 


9. The primitive Chriſtians uſed to pray at noon, as well as 


in the morning, and at night. The Mahommedans pray at 


noon ; and ſo do the pious Jews. And I have obſerved ſome of 
the papiſts in Portugal do the fame. I ſee there is an excellent 


prayer at Chri/t's Hoſpital for noon (e), to which there can be 


no objection, unleſs it be that the idea of the ſun in his me- 
ridian altitude, is introduced in a manner a child may not 
comprehend, The Foundlings have one to be uſed night or 

morning 


(4) O God, my F ather, and Lord of heaven, who haſt ſafely brought me to the 

beginning of this day ; defend me in the ſame with thy almighty power, 
and grant that I fall not into any ſin, neither run into any kind of danger, but 
that all my thoughts and actions may be ordered by thy governance, that I may do 
all things acceptable in thy ſight. This I beg, O merciful and tender Father, for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, our Redeemer. Amen. 


(e) O Father of light, ſhine upon us with the fulneſs of thy grace. Do away our 

| offences, cloath us with humility, and fill us with thy holy ſpirit, 
that we may be enabled to do ſuch good works, as thou haſt ordained us to walk 
in: look down in compaſſion upon thy poor children. Protect our tender age from 
the violence of temptation ; ſtrengthen us by thy almighty power; and as we 
grow in years, ſo make us grow in grace, through Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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morning (J), and which may ſerve for noon, But as the world 


goes, it is well if. children pray properly twice in the day. | 
- I0. For the evening, the children of Chriſt's Hoſpital have a 
prayer, (g) which, if it were to paſs through an examination, 
might be made ta deal leſs in figures, and to ſupplicate mercy, 
rather than to confeſs fins, of which the children may not have 
been guilty, or if they have, they have very little ſenſe of them : 
and if this is the opinion of thoſe that govern, one would 
wiſh to ſee reaſon prevail in all things. This however is 
in its favor as it ſtands, that it may ſerve the better when 
they grow up to manhood, with a ſmall change of expreſſion. 


Thoſe 


(/) O) Merciful Lord and tender Father, I moſt humbly beſeech thee to give me 


thy afliſtanee, that I may conſtantly ſtudy, and earneſtly endevor to 


ſerve thee in all things with a fincere and willing mind. 
Grant that I may be moſt truly thankful and dutiful to my benefactors, maſters, 


and teachers; harmleſs and kind to all others; that by thy grace I may always go- 


yern myſelf with patience and meekneſs, as taught by my bleſſed Redeemer in his 
holy goſpel.— And when I die, O let me enjoy that happineſs in the life to come, 
which thou haſt promiſed to thoſe who are good, and ferve thee with a true heart. 
This I beg, O merciful Father, for the ſake of thy beloved Son, my Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, who hath commanded me, when I pray, to ſay, Our Father, &c. 


(x) ()) Father of mercies, look upon us of thy great goodneſs, We have ſinned 


x againſt thee, and are no more worthy to be called thy children. The 
wantonneſs and folly of our youth prevailed upon us, the frailty and ſtubbornneſs 
of our depraved nature have made us to err: O forgive us our ſins, We come to 
thee heavy laden with the weight of this day's tranſgreſſions: refreſh our drooping 
ſpirits ; and grant us thy grace ſo to walk before thee for the future, that we may 
bring fruit meet for repentance, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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Thoſe for the Royal F amily and their e (h), — be 
approved, though they alſo begin with a figure. | 


11. The evening prayer of the Foundlings (i), ſeems to con- 


tain a ſummary of chriſtianity, in theory and practice, as far as 2 
child's addreſs to heaven can be . to extend. The prayer 
(4) faid 


(5 ATER, we beſeech thee, with the heavenly dew of thy bleſſing, Chriſt's 
holy church, particularly this portion of it in which we live: Guide, 


ſtrengthen, and protect it. Bleſs our moſt gracious Sovereign Lord King Geog, 


and all the Royal Family, and all that are in authority under him. Bleſs this 
city, and every member of it, particularly this Royal Foundation, with all that 
ſerve in it, or do good unto it. And this we beg for Chriſt his ſake. Amen. 


We praiſe thee for our Founders and Benefactors, and for the comfort thou haſt 
afforded us by their means, both to ſoul and body : bleſs, and greatly increaſe their 
ſubſtance who have ſatisfied the poor with bread ; let their families be proſperous 


upon earth, and a ſure and full reward be given them of the Lord at the reſurrec- 


tion of the juſt. Grant that we, with thankful hearts for all thy mercies, may 


chearfully do thy will, through Jeſus Chriſt, who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
aud the Holy Ghoſt, world without end. Amen, 


(:) O God, my Almighty Creator and Preſerver, aecept my humbleſt thanks for 
thy protection, and all the bleſſings I have received this day paſt, Forgive 
all the fins which I have committed againſt thee this day, and make me afraid and 
aſhamed to do any thing that is wrong, Let me conſtantly remember, that thou 
art preſent every where, both day and night, and that all my thoughts, all my 
words, and actions, are open to thy view. 
I now lie down to reſt, O merciful and tender Father, in humble confidence that 
thy goodneſs will keep me in ſafety ; that I may ariſe refreſhed with ſleep, in health, 
and ſtrength, of body and mind; and when this preſent life is ended in death; O 
Lord, receive my ſoul into'that happy ſtate, which thou haſt n for thy obedi- 
ent children. 


This I beg, through Jeſus Chriſt my Md who lied upon the croſs, that g 


> through my obedience to thy laws, I may be redeemed from my fins. Amen, 


Dur Father, &c. 
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(#), faid by the children in Chriſt's Hoſpital, in the ſeveral wards 
at night, going to bed, is highly commendable, and of ſuperic 


dignity ; it may ſerve the children, when grown up to manhood. 
12. But I cannot bring myſelf to think, that the prayer (/), 
is proper to be in uſe, unleſs the expreſſions of dreams and af- 
Jrighting and diſtract ing fancies, and the horrors of darkneſs, are a 
little, changed.” The ideas of the words, create the very evils 


they are intended to prevent. If the children go to bed in health, 


with moderate diet, and truſting in their God, why 2 
ror? The concluſive part (n), is excellent. 
As to the manner in which children in general are taught, or 


rather permitted to read prayers, or to pray, it is of all things in 
the world the moſt ab/urd. The ſame may be ſaid of their 


ſereaning 


{# )L ORD, let the reſt we are going to, mind us of the hour of death: and now 


that we are going to lie down, let us conſider, that it may be, we ſhall 


riſe up no more. We do earneſtly, therefore, repent us of our fins, and are hear- 


tily ſorry for our miſdoings; and we beſeech thee, give us grace ſo to be ſenſible 
of all our errors for the time to come, that the remembrance of them, may be a 
warning to us, to continue ſtedfaſt in our obedience, and ever to walk in newneſs 
of life, to the glory of thy holy Name, through Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 
| All honor and praiſe be given to thee, O Lord God Almighty, for the life thou 
haſt raiſed us to by thy free grace, and for the hopes of glory : for the free courſe 
of thy goſpel among us, and for the miniſters of thy holy word and ſacraments, 


Give us grace, we pray thee, ſo to apply.theſe means which thou haſt afforded us, 
| 282 our bleſſed nu Chriſt · 
Amen. ; 


(1) Preſerve us, O merciful God, We all evil dreams, from all affrighting ie 
diſtrating fancies, from the horror, of the night, and the works of darkneſs. 
(m) Give us quiet and compoſed thoughts, and ſuch reſt in thee, that we may ſleep 
under the covening of thy wings, and awake in thy favor, through him who liv- 


eth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, world without end. Amen. 


8 | | o 


1 


ſereaming when they mean to fing with ſolemn devotion, and true 


meaſure. They are both a mere burleſque. I am ſure a very 


little pains, and patience, might remedy theſe abuſes. The ab- 


ſurdity of being thus trifling in'religious duties, admits of no ex- 
cas. * | | 

14. As for the giace before meat, at Chriſt's Hoſpital (u), I 
make no objection, yet I wiſh in general to remind the world 


of the duty of charity as in the form (o). I have no objection to 


the grace after meat (C). 

15. I give my thoughts with freedom, with a view to inſpire 
a warm but rational attention to the poor in every ſtate and con- 
dition; and I conſider Chriſt's Hoſpital, and the F. H. as pat- 
terns, being conducted, each in its way, with more propriety 


than workhouſes, or moſt other places of aſſembling the poor. 


16. Tf a collection were made of all the forms, regulations, 
and domeſtic oeconomy, of our numerous charities in the 
kingdom, every one would extract the ſweets of ſuch a labor. 
It ſeems to be a work worthy of any man of ſenſe, piety, and 


leiſure, whether he be a deep theologiſt or not. 
8 8 ECF. 


(u) GIVE us thankſul hearts, O Lord God, for the table which thou haſt ſpread 
for us. Bleſs. thy good creatures to our uſe, and us to thy ſervice, for Jeſus 
Chriſt his ſake. Amen. 
(e) O GOD, our Father, we beſeech thee, to ſupply the wants of all our fellow 
Creatures, and inſpire our hearts with gratitude and love for this and all 
thy mercies to us, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. Amen. | 
(?) Bed Lord, we yield thee hearty praiſe and thankſgiving for our Founders 
| and Benefactors, by whoſe charitable benevolence thou haſt refreſhed our 
bodies at this time. So ſeaſon and refreſh our ſouls with thy heavenly Spirit, that 
we may live to thy honor and glory. Protect thy church, the King, and all the 
Royal Family, And preſerve us in peace and truth, through Chriſt our Saviour. 
Amen. , | | $ 
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Further Reaſons in ſupport ee 
ty, after a certain time, to thoſe who do their duty to poor 


n 


W Proteſtants have no faith in the mere Opus operatum 
but I have conſtantly obſerved, from the moment a 
boy becomes profligate, . or a girl a harlot, they bid adieu to their 


prayers. As on the other hand, when they practice this duty, and 


attend to it, in any tolerable degree, they are in. a great meaſure 
kept in awe of that power to whom they addreſs their prayers. 

2. 1 have been alſo ſeveral, times a witneſs to the effect of 
prayer among young perſons, have been prenticed out. 
A little wholeſome ſerious advice on this principle, to the ma- 
ſter or' miſtreſs; as well as the child, pointing out what words 


they ſhould uſe, and upon what ogcaſions of treſpaſſes, and 


temptations to obſtinacy and perverſeneſs, is of great moment, 
A refractory boy or girl hath been thus ſubdued: it hath pro- 
duced all the happy conſequences which a belief or confidence 
in the promiſes or protection of heaven, or the fear of puniſh- 


ment after death, can be ſuppoſed to create in the mind of a 
child, not become impenetrable to ſuch impreſſions. With- 


cout talking the language of enthuſiaſim, can there be any 


thing of ſo much conſequence to the poor, as well as _ rich, as 


the cuſtom and habit of prayer? 5 
9 2. In 


Children, as Apprentices, enn 
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3. In the preſent ſituation of the diſſoluteneſs of the higher 
ranks, as well as of the /ower, I do not diſcover how the 


lower can be called back, and put in a right train, fo effectually 
as by beginning with young perſons, not only in ſchools or 


hoſpitals, but where they are actually put into the world, and 
in the path wherein they are to be trained up. But how is this 
to be accompliſhed by any means, excluſive of the piety of the 
maſter and miſtreſs ? If they happen to be rationally pious, or 
not very impious, by keeping them in mind of their duty, by a 
peculiar proviſion for it, we ſhall at once ſhame them if they neg- 
lect it, and do them honor, and give them profit too, if they ob- 
ſerve it. I have revolved this much in my thoughts: I have ex- 
amined it at the bar of my reaſon: I have compared it with 
long experience : I have conſulted judicious diſcerning FO 
In every ſhape I find it ſtand the 7%. 

4. To corroborate the opinion by fa&s, it is neceſſary alſo to 
mention that whilſt I was happily engaged in the ſervice of the 
poor, during the late war, I obſerved that of ſome hundreds 
of young North Britons, who came to. us directly from Scot- 


land, none of them were given to ſwearing ; every one could 


read, and ſay his prayers; and none of them were in rags. 
Among the Engliſh boys, picked up in the ſame manner, for 
the ſame purpoſe, ſorry I am to ſay it, the moſt part of them 
were in the moſt filthy ragged condition, and hardly with or 
notions of religion. 

5. Upon enquiry how it came about, that my own country 
boys were outdone in this way, I found the Scotch clergy had 
examined them yearly, and kept them to their duty. Now it is 
_ this very principle of experience among the dregs of man- 

1 


I 8 IJ}. 
kind, and the reaſon of things, I found my belief, that' much 
good may ariſe from an obyious and ſimple plan, whereby it will 


become the duty and intereſt of maſter and prentice, clergyman, - 


parent and child, expreſly ſtipulated for in indentures, for a cer- 
tain ſmall ſum of money, to be paid at a certein time, for the 
purpoſe related, that our brave, . induſtrious, comely Enghſh boys 
and girls may maintain what they have learnt before they were 
placed out, or acquire inſtruction after it. It is ſo evident from 
the reaſon and nature of things, that it may be accompliſhed by.ſuch 
means as propoſed, I hope parochial officers, governors of charity- 
houſes, hoſpitals, and parents in general, will try the experiment. 
It is but regulating a part of the money uſually given, in a new 
node; or giving ſo much more, expreſly for a purpoſe. of ſuch 
vaſt importance. If it doth not produce all the good we wiſh, 1 
cannot fail of an ample portion. 

$ As the caſe ſtands at preſent, what I inkiſt on, is, to VIE 
what clue there is, whereby to trace out, that a child is kept to 
his duty, a day after he is prenticed out. Will the maſter de- 
clare himſelf negligent ? Will the child make a formal complaint 
to his governors or parents, my maſter is indifferent, whether 
« I ſay my prayers or not.” As well may we expect him to 
complain, that he is ſuffered to p/ay when he ſhould work. 

6. If gentlemen who have the care of the poor, will take that 
for granted, which experience ſo often contradicts, they cannot, 
at the ſame time, pretend to be warm friends to the poor. And | 
it will be abſurd to complain of the irreligion of the common 
people, and the fad effects of impiety, and yet uſe no rational 
precautions to bring them into a due ſenſe of their everlaſting 
obligations.—The way to preſerve the bodies and ſouls of all the 
poor, in public and private, is by one and the ſame rule. f | 

| 3 7. 
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7. Ihave only to add, that although fuch a deſign as this 
ſeems to be moſt valuable for theſe and other great cities and towns» 
and where there are not parents and friends to admoniſh young 
perſons or their maſters, or where their parents only corrupt 
them: at the ſame time, if it be true that a very great part of 
our common people are ignorant and profligate, it muſt be 
deemed a very juſt and right meaſure to have a check on them, 
with which it becomes their intereſt to comply. 

8. Another method indeed of providing for the pariſh poor, 
both body and ſoul, is to let them all die in mfancy, after a 
medium of life of twenty-four days and eight hours, as laſt year 
happened to 64 in 78, in the united pariſhes of St. Andrew's above 
Bars and St. George the Martyr : but this evil, I am perſuad- 
ed, we ſhall ſoon ſee rectified, and that all ſuch preſcriptions 
will be condemned hereafter by the whole college of political 
and theological, as well as medical doctors. 
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SECT. XVI. 


A Lift of the Pariſhes whoſe Numbers of Children are worthy of Natice ; with 
a curious Anecdote relating to a Pariſh-Nurſe; and the Concluſion, invitmg 
to the Exerciſe of Humanity to the Children of the Poor under the Care 4 


Paryſhes. 


GENERAL SURVEY of the REecisTERs of the PAarIguss having any 
conſiderable Number of CuII DR EX. | 


| 


11 2 92 2 4 22 HFA 

Thoſe pariſbes marked *, have no : -1& | | 53 

e 2 &|Z HY 2 y HH 32 

3 22 1 i. 21732 

Pariſhes without the Walli. 5 8 : -2|* 2 5 . 12 1 Ce | 

| = |AQ.1 a lO. 1Q.1D LEA 

St. Andrew, Holborn 58 1345 22 823153569 | 

St. Bartholomew the Great | 3 3 e 

St. Bride! 10 2:1}; 86 21 14 50 35 

St. Botolph, Alderſgate 11 11 6] 2] 54.84.46 ] 6 1 

St. Botolph, Aldgate 28] 622 12] 310 8 1 

St. Botolph, Biſhopigate | 29g | 9g | 20 | 10] 3108 | 

St. Dunſtan, Weſt 5 | 5 178 4 
St. George, Southwark 24 1212 3 29 35 
St. Giles, Cripplegate I i290 |.28 [[19:1i S141 6:1 18]: 0h 
St.. John, Southwark | 28 | 12 [16] 8 3 81 6 
St. —— Southwark | 281213491 24414 
St. Saviour, Southwark 48123619 10178 
St. Sepulchre, Newgate | 49 | 13 | 36 | 17 [19153 
Pariſhes in Midd. and Surry. Ms En £55. i 
St. Ann, Middleſex is | 1]11] 6 54-44: 

hriſt Church, Southwark 16 | 5 | 11-4 20 151 +++ 


ö — — 7 


_ — 2 — W — — — 
1 232 33 
ee ei 
. 2165s HI 
Pariſlies in Midd. and Surry 2 |, 5 5 2 < 43 2 L< L 8 
continued. 8 21 2 WIE 3 38 s 
„S 

Chriſt Church, Middleſex! 341717 3] 2] 14] 7 | 66] 50 

St. Dunſtan, Stepney „„ i | 12 | 25 

St. George, Middleſex 19] 1] 18] 12] 8] 6 4 | 66 661 4r 

St. Andrew above Bars and) . 

St. George Martyr, ſome- 
times called St. George\ 141 | 17 [124 | 24 | 20 | 90 64 60 | 71 | 35,57 
Queen's Square, and f "RE? 
Holborn above Bars : 

St. Geo. Bloomſbury andy N 
St. Giles in the F las 6 178 | 62 [116 67 | 22 | 49 | 39 | 33 | 5O | 45 
t. James and St. | 

F m—— 78 133] 45] 31 | 14 | 14 2 46 | 50 

St. = Hackney 97 90 8] 1] 2} nr | 22] 50: 

St. John, Wapping 35 812720] 2] 7} 3104434 

St. Catherine, ower & |! 2 2 2 I | 50 

St. Leonard, Shoreditch 63 75836 8 [224 6221 27 

St. Luke, Middleſex 41 2 3916 5 [2315 | 31 | 65 54 

St. Mary, Iſlington ESR OS C1 £1: 3 £1 +2, | 

St. Mary, Lambeth 39 112819 29 6 | 10 | 66 

St. Mary. Mag. Bermondſ. 24 | 8] 16] wo | 7 | 6| 4 | 70 | 66 

St. Mary, Whitechapel eit 4:1 16 | * 8 1 51: 

St. Mary, Newington 10 10 | 3 EP -- £4 14 | 52 

St. Mary, Rotherhithe 20 20 | 11] 4] 9] 53655 56 

St. Marth. Bethnal Green | 16 16| 16] 5 | 414 | 

St Paul, Shadwell 219129 21 3 322 | 5 
Pariſhes in Weſtminſter. 4 | 

St. Ann, Weſtminſter. * | 24 | 9 | 15] 110 5 20 30 34 

St. Clement Dane * 31] 625 6] 411917 |] 66 [90 | 137 

St. Geo. Hanov. Square | 142 | 32 [110 | 410 63 | 44 | 21 | 70 | 34435 

St. James Weſtminſter 711383312 62114 0 66 94 

B dc. 108 20 | 88 17 | 28 ] 18 | 28. | 64 34 

St. Martin, in the Fields. | 101 | 27 | 64 | 24 | 12 30 20 | 35 66 35 

St. Mary, Strand 13a 1] 1} 50 ioo | 

St. Paul, Covent-garden*| 15 | 4|11| 6] 35250 40 35 


[ 137 1 


Upon which I have made the elonig g general a EE. 

4 That ſome few pariſhes mention children of former years, diſ- 
charged and delivered in thoſe years, which is ner er * | 
of the act, and making work to no end.' © 0 
2. That moſt of the pariſhes are deficient in mentioning, hi. 
children are nurſed ; and though it isto be preſumed, if no mention is, 
made, that it was in the workhouſe, where there is one; yet it — 
to be expreſiy declared, that we may ſee what the pariſhes are about. 

3. That the diſcharge from the workhouſe, in order to be nurſed, 
need not be inſerted, where it is mentioned wher and to ubom 
they are given to be nurſed; for this alſo is a ee Ann 7 
creates-unneceſlary writing. 3 

4. The taking this general ſurvey of all the regiſters of the * 00 
_ which have any number worth mentioning, is more than I originally 
intended, being frightened with the bulk of paper: but as in moſt 
other caſes, the nearer we approach objects, the bolder we become, I 
have ventured ſo far. As to minute'animadyerſions, I have neither 
time nor inclination to go deeper for the preſent, except it be in one 
inſtance, which ſtrikes me with more horror and indignation than 
any thing I have yet met withal, * . 

ous enquiry of the kind. 

g. The object in queſtion is the conduct of the officers of st. Cle- 
ment Danes. I had the pleaſure (page 5 1) to make ſome acquaintance 
with good nurſe Howe, who, upon the face of the regiſter, took ſuch 
excellent care of the children belonging to Whitechapel. It is true 
thoſe were of 2 to-4 years of age; and theſe, I am now about to 


ſpeak of, are three of 1 and 2 years old, four new-born, and the re- 


mainder of 13 days to 7 months old. But ſurely Mrs. nurſe Poole (for 
| r {08 that 
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that ls the woman's name) was not cat In the firs ineh, or cm. 
poſed of the ſame atoms, as Mrs. Howe. 

6. Mrs. Poole had, in the year of our Lord MDCCLXV. the 
nurſing of XXIII children, belonging to St. Clement Danes, the re- 
giſter of whoſe pariſh is particular in this, that it runs three of the 
deaths into January 1766, and this affords ſo much the clearer idea 
of the memorable tranſaction. The account of the 23 children 
ſtands thus : 


| Diſchargd at the ag of # year — NEW A 
Remaining alive — — — 3 


Departed out of this „ life, in hey hands, after 
breathing the vital air about ove month] 
7. For this piece of ſervice ts the parsfh, Mrs, Poole has been paid | 
2 8. each per week, which, confideriog the importance of the enter- 
prize, mult be deemed a very moderate price. 
8. Nurſe Sadd had 5 of their children, of whom there is 1 dif 
charged, and only 1 dead, and confequently ſhe is a good woman 
as far as J know. | 
9. Now in the name of the Rather of merey, let theſe parith offi- 
cers give Mrs. Poole ſome other employment. She is certainly not 
qualifyed for a nurſe, to keep children uffvr, though ſhe ſeems to 
underſtand the art of Juling infants to their everlaſting reſt, I for- 
bear, in this publication, to memion the mme of the pariſh officers, 
though the taſk I have undertaken might juſtify it. I hope they wilt 
repent, and fin no more. = OO GTO CO, 
tran: N 


2 d n 
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26. In the P. H. we bibel « rule, that if 6 womn bertel 
two children, ſhe ſhould not have a third to nurſe; pteſuming that if 
ſhe was not careleſs, nor wicked, ſhe was unfortunate, In our hurry, 
evith thouſands, we deviated from our rule, and the ſame woman might, 
in a few. inſtances, be charged with 3 or 4; one after another: but 
where is the boundary of St. Clement Danes? This woman began 
to" grepere frowde oc the 19th of Marth 276g; tad far left berid 

was on the 23th of Jan. 1766, 
11. What the officers way beve 10-t6p: idle ane ih is 

the precept of liberty and law to hear, They have figned the regiſter 

ono ano wan, 
the publit, much leſ to injard it, 

__ 1s D ſo t i — of heaven t» govern the carth, 
and to ſubdue it to bediene; this lord and pafugon, this miracle of 
exvelleary, is himſelf a flove 10 cn, and ſubje& t6 be metamor- 

| phoſcd into a mir, even to the devourinig of his own ſpecles. 

The deer, when ſiniiten ant marked out for defirudtion, is by their 

intin& of felfepreſerention dbendoned by his kind. The rational 

amm, from his pacions aral his teaſon, If he is in the order the God 
of mots intended, flies to the foecor of his kind, that is «juſtly 


fmitien, This ioths e e, eee, 


this is the ſpirit of laws. | 
13. The eonfidenation now before us gves firther fill : the great 
Debbie of e ee the great Jadge of the 
Shola ech, ſhowed d regard to cher as tte objects of His peculiar 
anderm: if we lock en, and for fo pecutar a crurliy to them, 
for no other aon that beetle chey are pobr, where will be u. 

T an, 
T 2 14. But 


14. But in the ſecret workings of that merciful Providence which 
t ſhapes our ends, rough hew them how we will, I am in hopes thefe 


St. Clement Danes pariſh officers will be the inftruments of the greateſt 

good to us; and that which at preſent feems to be ſo ſmall an object 

of humanity, hardly cognizable by any law, may become a ſerious 

matter of our attention, that we may not depart from the law which 

forbids the. deſirudtion of our jpecies, whatever the poors law may wink 

at; nor from the law of Chrilt, whatever the aeg _ 
may countenance... ... 

15. The-fallacy. of che: argument which theſe officers aſe, that 
they camiat do. better, will then appear as 7rifling, as it is unjuſt and 
cruel. The whole matter is reduced to this: if - perſons choſen into 
pariſh offices are as indolent as men of fortune too often are, and leſs 

humane; if they are not checked, they will remain in this evil habit, 
| becauſe it creates ſo much leſs labor and expence to them. It is 
obvious that a little more induſtry, ſenſe and virtue, and a. little 
more money are neceſſary : and if we cannot find ſo much fenſe and 
virtue in one part of the town, we muſt remove the object to another: 
and if we cannot raiſe the money by one means, we muſt raiſe it by 
another: but the thing muſt be done; for if we look on with our eyes 
open, and are paſſive, we ſhall become partakers: in this N 
cruelty and oppreſſion. 

16. If we go on, we may in ant een e- 
rounded, as it were, with flaming ſwords, held up by an angel from 
heaven: why are theſe poor infants to be left without a guard, un- 
leſs it be provided by areal miracle? In a caſe where theſe officers are 
e defendant, judge, jury, and executioner, and think it their intereſt that 
.  omotuct being ſpeechleſs, that he cannot plead, and 

2 bound 


Cs r 2 
bound in a  hathfome dungeon, from whence he is not ranking into | 
a ſituation of having @ fair trial for bis life, what but a miracle can 


fave him? Where is the genius of our nation, our liberty, or our 


laws! — God forbid that we ſhould Jonger fee this. caſe, or any other, 
through ſo falſe a medium, as to trample upon that juſtice and hu- 
manity, the conſtitution of which no ciglom can alter. 

17. I have given my ſentiments with the more freedom, from an 
opinion that according to the aſſertion of a very wiſe man, there is 
a time for all things. I think the period is come, in which ſuch good 
ſenſe and candor, ſuch knowledge and zeal, ſuch humanity and ex- 
perience direct the councils of this nation, that we may obtain an 
act of the legiſlature for rectifying the abominable abuſe in * 
without bringing on any other evils, 8 

18. This is an object totally independant of any general new hs 
for the governmept'of the poor, in which ſuch great difficulties are 
found. — Whatever reaſonable objections may be made to any ſuch 


general law as hath been hitherto propoſed, the bills of mortality are 8 


an exception. But I do not contemplate what may be done in ge- 
neral, for the relief of the poor at large, nor within the bills of morta- 
- lity ; my objec? is the infant poor only, within the bills, And feeing 
ſuch ample enquiries have been made in times paſt, which we have 
| now ſo fair an opportunity to confirm, in the moſt authentic manner, 
under the parochial officers own hands, I am conſtrained to think  _ 
that ſome law will be formed and take effect, whereby this bee 
of infant life, and this national reproach may ceaſe... 5 
109. There doth not want zeal nor ability in many of the Aung 

governors of the F. H. to promote ſuch a deſign; and as they ſee 

the indiſcriminate reception is now become as e as it is 


n —_ 
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* — - 4 ne p 15 * | F fa, 
"7 _. dang y in naturally turn their thoughts. to their proper ob- © 4; 
7 hi Its hi 23 Fi 
7 ea the infant foor within the bills of mortality, for whom alone | : 


J 6 co 1 the corporation was or ſhould baue been founded. d for the 1 
28 4 me reaſon that I preſume the prejudices againſt the hoſpitah ———_—— 
_ the bad effects of-an indiſcriminate reception, will give 
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R 
Children now on hand, or any leſſer concern, Which is a diſtinet 
ohject, will obſtruct the pr end and deſign of this humane and 5 


1 political ioftitution. And I have reaſon to believe there is no lf Y 
wich on a fair diſcuſſion ſhall be deemed a righs | W 
= - governors of the F. H. to purſue, but f | . 
* an in che d 8 
8 experience alſo proves what canner, or probably will not be A 
" : any permanency in the pariſhes in queſtion. An act of this 
8 kind muſt be deemed the moſt humane, tender, and political. as e 


« % it muſt. be compullive, though in the execution there-will f | 
OM neceſſarily be a latitude for diſcretion and-humanity.on all ft dess and | 
2, bappy- thoſe who are compelled to avoid iniquity,” and to promote 
RE . tr ps, and the glory of their country. 
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